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Town Officers For 1948
ELECTED OFFICERS
TREASURER—Norbert C. Benoit 1949
TOWN CLERK—Clare P. Boyer 1950
SELECTMEN
Rosario Arpin Emery Lavallee
Norman Leblanc
PUBLIC WELFARE
Marie Lariviere 1949 Ovide Desrosier 1950
Hermas Lippe 1951
Herbert Michon—Agent
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
Ovide Desrosier, Chairman Hermas Lippe
Marie Lariviere
Herbert Michon—Agent
ASSESSORS
Joseph Lafleche 1949 Charles Normandin 1950
Raymond Benoit 1951
BOARD OF HEALTH
Ernest Tetrault 1949 Dr. Raymond F. Haling, M.D. 1950
Robert W. Dejourdy D.S.C. 1951
HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS
Lionel Duval, Chairman 1949 Arthur Bachand 1950
Anthony Ciesla 1951
WORLD WAR MEMORIAL TRUSTEES
Rosaria Arpin 1949 Ovila Donais 1949
Arthur Cabana 1950 Lectance Landry 1950
Silvia Ferron 1951 Camille Hebert 1951
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Hector M. LeClair, Sr. 1949 Ernest Boyer 1949
Paul Benoit 1950 Wm. J. Brunelle 1950
Rosaire Lefleche 1951 Armand DeAngelis 1951
CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Bernard Guertin 1949 George Dumas 1950
Benj. F. Tully 1951
CONSTABLES
Blaise Trudeau 1949 Raoul Meunier 1949
Bernard Richard 1949
TAX COLLECTOR
Mederic Duhamel 1951
PLANNING BOARD
Mitchell Kurposka 1949 Edward Seremet 1950
George Duquette 1951 Bernardo Raimondo 1952
Raoul Gaulin 1953
SEWER COMMITTEE
J. George Page 1949 Alfred Goudreau 1950
Raymond Bachand 1951
PARK COMMISSIONERS
Roland Langevin 1949 Wilfred P. Gauthier 1950
Arthur W. Leduc 1951
MODERATOR
Valmore P. Tetrault 1949
TREE WARDEN
Wilbur Wilson 1949
COMMISSIONERS OF TRUST FUNDS
Ernest J. Lavallee 1949 Leon Bouthillier 1950
Ignac Zacycki 1951
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SOUTHBRIDGE HOUSING AUTHORITY
Omer L. Perron 1949 Arthur Cabana 1950
Francois C. Sansaucy 1951 Emile J. Martin 1951
John J. Hogan (appointed by the state) 1949
APPOINTED TOWN OFFICERS
ASSISTANT CLERK, SELECTMEN—Julian C Gabree 1949
TOWN ACCOUNTANT—Joseph E. Desrosier 1951
TOWN COUNSEL—John J. O'Shaughnessy, Jr. 1949
TOWN ENGINEER—Henry A. Racicot 1949
VETERANS SERVICE CENTER
Paul Benoit, Director 1949 Constance Plouffe, Clerk 1949
VETERANS BENEFIT AGENT—Paul Benoit 1949
RECREATIONAL COMMITTEE, (Old)
Hector LeClair, Jr. Joseph Piasta
Anthony Deterando Alton K. Marsters
Rev. Weaker Craft Emile Martin
Norman Leblanc
.
Alphonse Renna
Albert Simonds Roland Langevin
John E. Farland Leopold Poirier
Lorenzo Beaupre Wilfred Gauthier
RECREATIONAL COMMITTEE (New)
Frank Skinyon 1949 Thomas Carey 1950
James Robertson 1949 Emile Martin 1950
John Libera 1949 John E. Merrill 1950
Armand Cieri 1949 Lorenzo Beaupre 1950
Charles Cournoyer 1949 Stuart Casavant 1950
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AIRPORT COMMISSIONERS
Edmund Ryan 1949 Albert DiGregorio 1951
Philip Gauthier 1950 Dwight K. Bartlett 1951
Emile Arsenault 1952
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS—Wm. L. Bourgeois
CARE OF TOWN CLOCK—John P. Caves
POUND KEEPER—Frederick L. DowHng
KEEPERS OF LOCK-UP—Ulric Brault, Ernest Cadarette
CUSTODIAN OF TOWN HALL—Oliver Proulx
ANIMAL INSPECTOR—PLUMBING INSPECTOR-
MILK INSPECTOR—Joseph A. Chagnon
BUILDING INSPECTOR—Armand DeAngelis
W^IRE INSPECTOR—Clarence Bachand
SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES—G. R. Lariviere
LIBRARY TRUSTEES—FOR THE TOWN
Dr. Nerio Pioppi 1949 Wardell M. Edwards 1950
Edward P. Sheehan 1951
FOR THE FUND
Gertrude W. Smith John O. Martin
Arthur Kay W. Wesley Crawford
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Armand Fortin 1949 John J. O'Shaughnessy, Sr. 1950
Seaver M. Rice 1951 Clare Boyer
MOTH SUPERINTENDENT—Wilbur Wilson
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Oswald Meunier, Chief George W. Laughnane Dep. Chief
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SUPT. OF FIRE ALARM—James C. Sangren
FIRE WARDEN—Oswald Meunier
DEPUTY WARDENS
Daniel Daniels
Joseph Mandville
Emile Caouette
Romeo Lippe
Anthony Proulx
Felix Madura
FENCE VIEWERS
Harry Michaels
Albert Servant
Rosario Belerose
Archie Langevin
Louis Bachand
Euclid Gatineau
HONOR ROLL COMMITTEE
Bernard Beauregard Armand DeAngelis
Raymond Benoit George W. Watson
Edmund Ryan Ronaldo Guertin
Doris Loiselle
MEASURERS OF WOOD AND BARK
Thomas L. Hughes
John J. Hogan
Clifford McKinstry
Royce Fitzpatrick
Albert Lamarine
FIELD DRIVERS
James Laughnane
George Fitts
SOLDIERS BURIAL OFFICERS
Wm. J. Congdon Arthur Eno
PUBLIC WEIGHERS
Raymond McKinstry Royce Fitzpatrick
Wardell M. Edwards Eleanor Drake
Jacob Edwards Beatrice Homicz
Ralph McKinstry Harry Michaels
Herman Staves Thomas Hughes
Loretta Fitzpatrick William Cox
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ATTENDANCE OFFICER—Raoul Lataille
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Omer Perron 1949 Leo Dandurand 1950
Albert Simonds 1949 Aloysius Koprowski 1950
Myron B. Clemence 1949 Edgar Lewis 1951
Christopher Thomas 1949 Peter Graf 1951
Dr. Arthur Tieri 1949 Oswald LaHberte 1951
Allen Richmond 1950 Sylvester Barbieri 1951
Vincent Walsh 1950 Albert Dufault 1951
George Metras 1950
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Peter Graf 3 years
Alfred Beauleau 2 years
Francis Bishop 1 year
COM. TO STUDY CHANGE TOWN GOVERNMENT
Dr. Arthur Tieri Mitchell Kurposka
COM. TO REVISE TOWN BY-LAWS
John J. O'Shaughnessy, Sr. Louis Gagnon
Alfred Beauleau George Leduc
George Favre Edgar Lewis
INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM—G. Rudolph Lariviere
DOG OFFICER—Albert Lamarine
SWIMMING POOL COMMITTEE
Henry Racicot Dr. Raymond Haling
Leopold Lemmelin Armand DeAngelis
CARE OF VETERANS GRAVES
Clarence Desaulnier Wm. J.Congdon
RETIREMENT BOARD
Joseph Desrosier J. Alfred Dumas
Norbert C. Benoit
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Jury List
Name and Address
AUard, Roland, J., 9 Federal Ave.
Anderson, Albert J., 41 Chestnut Street
Augusto, Armando, 34 Fairmont Ave.
Ayotte, Raymond J., 75 Pleasant Street
Bachand, Louis J., 201 Everett Street
Bachand, Arthur N., 39 School Street
Bachand, Edward E., 16 Williams Street
Beauregard, Alexander, 401 Main Street
Bednarczak, John F., 243 Everett Street
Belanger, Jos. A., 530 Worcester Street
Bellerive, Armand J., 223 Everett Street
Bellows, Hiram B., 96 Morris Street
Benson, Athur J., 29 Sayles Street
Bertrand, Urban G., 370 Hamilton Street
Bermingham, Michael J., 10 Eastford Street
Bibeau, Rodolphe A., 53 Worcester Street
Blanchette, Omer, 40 Cross Street
Boiteau, Anthony, 71 Sayles Street
Boiteau, Ovila, 201 Everett Street
Boucher, Raymond, 127 Everett Street
Buckley, John T., 28 Harding Street
Brodeur, Antonio, 114 Pine Street
Blair, Elmer S., 281 Woodstock Rd.
Blais, Napoleon
,
402 Worcester Street
Beaudry, Eugene W., 38 Henry Street
Cabana, Arthur, 10 Oaks Ave.
Carrier, Raymond C, 22 Edwards Street
Caran, Phillias, 109 High Street
Caron, Anatole, Jr., 33 River Street
Carpenter, Noe, 246 Mechanic Street
Carpentier, Wm., 228 Hamilton Street
Cartier, Jos. Jr., 17 Pleasant Street
Chamberland, Theodore, 99 Cross Street
Chamberlain, Leopold, 43 Lebanon Hill Rd
Occupation
Bus Driver
At home
Lens Grinder
Optical Worker
Roofer
Machine Operator
Carpenter
Clerk
Tool Maker
Retired
Polisher
Retired
Truer
Salesman
Cutlery Worker
Machinist
Truck Driver
Optical Worker
Optical Worker
Optical Worker
Optical Worker
Clerk
Clerk
Moulder
Janitor
Optical Worker
Shipping Clerk
Machinist
Machinist
Retired
Assembler
Machine Worker
Assembler
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JURY LIST (Continued)
Name and Address
Chapdelaine, Gedeon, 191 Worcester Street
Ciesla, Anthony, 292 Pleasant Street
Chapdelaine, Dorila, 186 Everett Street
Clemence, George H., Clemence Hill
Coderre, Henry F., 560 South Street
CoUette, Viateur, 117 Cross Street
Costa, Sotir V., 9 Curtis Street
Cournoyer, Norman H., 59 Fiske Street
Cottu, Wilfred, 39 Cross Street
Dumas, Francis D., 988 Main Street
DeAngelis, Phillip. 80 Sayles Street
Desaulniers, Leo J., Lebanon Hill Rd.
Daigle, Alexander, 69 Highland Street
Dufault, Jos., 156 Mechanic Street
Dulmaine, Walter, 88 Pine Street
Dupaul, Leon A., 250 Marcy Street
Duquette, Albert F., 14 Worcester Street
Duphinais, Adelard, 199 Charlton Street
Donais, Armand, 444 Worcester Street
Duquette, George, Elm Street
Dumas, Alfred J . Jr., 986 Main Street
Eno, Arthur J., 76 Pine Street
Fafard, Wilfred, 11 Columbia
Farland, Norman, 49 Coombs Street
Flood, Henry F., 300 Hamilton Street
Fontaine, Alpha, Amidown District
Fontaine, Lucien, 97 Worcester Street
Gagne, Alfred, 152 Worcester Street
Gaumond, Harvey, 144 Everett Street
Gaumond, Armand, 711 Main Street
Gaumond, Eugel, 16 Gardner Street
Gendron, Albert, 42 Thomas Street
Gendron, Raymond, 178 Mechanic Street
Gendreau, Jos. U., 119 Pleasant Street
Generaux, Louis W., 206 Main Street
Graf, Peter, 38 Golf Street
Occupation
Grinder
Contractor
Retired
Retired
Merchant
Moulder
Merchant
Farm Hand
Retired
At Home
Draftsman
Machinist
Foreman
Laborer
Retired
Foreman
Cutlery Worker
Polisher
Solderer
Grinder
Electrician
Back Tender
Optical Worker
Optical Worker
Truer
Machinist
Asst. Foreman
Chauffer
Truckman
Retired
Feeder
Clerk
Press Operator
Steam Fitter
Foreman
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JURY LIST (Continued)
Name and Address
Grenier, William, 53 Pleasant Street
Guignard, Jos. A., 36 Winter Street
Gravel, Charles E., 158 Charlton Street
Hacket, Howard, 61 School Street
Hebert, Armand F., 55 Coombs Street
Hebert, Jos. A., 3 Moon Street
Hetu, Louis, 48 Dresser Street
Holton, Frank B., Elm Street
Julien, Jos. E., 733 Newell Ave.
Leduc, Arthur W., 117 Worcester Street
Lange, Eugene F., 6 Lens Street
Laporte, Alexis, 119 West Street
Lapointe, Lionel, 398 Worcester Street
Lacasse, Hormidas, 2 Lens Court
Lafleche, Albert, 59 Main Street
Lajeunesse, Edward, 21 Wall Street
Lamontagne, Henry, 37 River Street
Lamothe, Charles D., 23 Chestnut Street
Landry, Lectance, 34 Lens Street
Landry, Victor, 800 Worcester Street
Lataille, Frank, 284 Mechanic Street
Lataille, Jos. C, 39 Henry Street
Lavallee, Nap. A., 46 School Street
Lavallee, Adelard, 75 Crystalle Street
Leblanc, Leon D., 364 Hamilton Street
Leboeuf, Roland, 27 Chestnut Street
Libera, Jos., 9 Ballard Court
Loranger, Edward, 127 Pleasant Street
Loranger, Nap. J., 18 Pine Street
Langlois, George, 26 School Street
Lemoine, James, 33 Henry Street
Lemoine, Ferdinand, 22 Edwards Street
Lenti, Frank, 313 Worcester Street
Lynch, Charles, 25 School Street
Lucier, Leo, 31 Randolph Street
Malony, Phillip, 87 Edwards Street
Occupation
Factory W^orker
Electrician
Optical W^orker
Engineer
Machine Operator
Truck Driver
Janitor
Retired
Mail Carrier
Truer
Ins. Agent
Textile Worker
Shipper
Optical Worker
Foreman
Millhand
Unemployed
Moulder
Painter
Press W^orker
Optical Worker
Retired
Clerk
Shear Tender
Fixer
Clerk
Optical Worker
Machinist
Retired
Opt. Worker
Press Worker
Auto Dealer
Auto Dealer
Inspector
Finisher
Bridge Maker
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JURY LIST (Continued)
Name and Address
Marand, Napoleon, 276 Mechanic Street
Mathieu, Issac, 50 Coombs Street
Matte, Osa, 77 Moon Street
Mitchell, Irving-, 47 Oliver Street
Monette, Moise, 50 Coombs Street
Moriarity, Timothy J., 150 Pleasant Street
McDonald, Laurant, 23 Wardell Ct.
Nicholds, Thomas, 29 Fiske Street
Normandin, Jos., 14 Dresser Street
O'Shaughnessy, John, Sr., 164 Hamilton Street
Paquette, Walter, Brickyard Rd.
Paquin, Wm., 32 Worcester Street
Patenaude, George J., 12 Pine Street
Paulhus, Theodore, 172 Mechanic Street
Parent, Jos. C.,348 Hamilton Street
Peloquin, Armand, 86 Worcester Street
Peloquin, Felix, 27 Coombs Street
Peloquin, Phillip, 216 Everett Street
Peloquin, Narcisse, 62 Green Ave.
Perron, Homer L., 215 Marcy Street
Picard, Alfred, 402 Main Street
Pinsonault, Richard, 35 South Street
Plouffe, George P., 135 Marcy Street
Pratt, Walter, 873 Woodstock Rd.
Proulx, Charles F., 81 Wall Street
Prould, Jos. D., 46 South Street
Parent, Amio, 9 Hillcrest Ave.
Passaj, Alphonse, 36 Pleasant Street
Pellitier, Norman R., 2 Cross Street
Power, Christopher, Meadov^ Brook Rd.
Powers, Jos., 134 Chapin Street
Ravenelle, Raoul J., 65 River Street
Richard, George, 142 Charlton Street
Roberts, Gerald G., 23 Oaks Ave.
Shea, Wm. J., 1 Hill Ave.
St. Germain, Jos., 120 Sayles Street
Occupation
Polisher
Salesman
Dryer
Clerk
Clerk
Finisher
Grinder
Press Worker
Truer
Retired
Janitor
Inspector
Warper
Clerical
Retired
Polisher
Wire Stretcher
Painter
Repairman
Merchant
Optical Worker
Inspector
Repairer
Farmer
Carpenter
Cook
Electrician
Waiter
Opt, Worker
Foreman
Retired
Clerk
Grinder
Superintendent
Bar Tender
Laborer
ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 13
JURY LIST (Continued)
Name and Address
St. Martin, George, 28 Coombs Street
St. Piere, Rudolph, 10 Rose Street
Santo, Dominic, 462 Elm Street
Staves, Arthur, 37 Franklin Terrace
Stypulkowski, Anthony, 110 Sturbridge Rd.
St. George, Regeult, 38 Foster Street
Sullivan, John B., 40 South Street
Sansaucy, Adelard, 31 Hamilton Street
Trahan, Ovila, 16 Clark Street
Tetrault, Eugene, 53 Fiske Street
Tavernier, Omer J., 10 Lens Street
Trudeau, Blaise, 35 Central Street
Trembley, Albert G., 305 Main Street
Varin, Raymond, 110 Mechanic Street
Walsh, John S., 113 West Street
Welsh, Jos. E., 4 Windsor Court
Zisk, Joseph, 41 Water Street
Occupation
Opt. Worker
Machinist
Foreman
Clerk
Machine Operator
Machinist
Draftsman
Hand Grinder
Carpenter
Clerk
Edger
Retired
Opt. Worker
Foreman
Plastic Worker
Opt. Worker
Shipper
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Selectmen's Report
To the Citizens of Southbridge
:
The following is a brief report of the activities of the
Board of Selectmen for the past year.
Regular meetings of the Board were held every Monday
night for the purpose of handling the ordinary volume of busi-
ness coming under our jurisdiction. Many of our duties are
routine in nature and would be of little interest in a report.
The Board requested from the Department of Public Works
the following allotments for Chapter 90 Road Construction
Work for 1949.
•
Town County State Total
Mechanic Street $6,000 $6,000 $12,000 $24,000
Eastford Road 5.000 5,000 10,000 20,000
Dresser Hill Road 2,000 2.000 4,000 8,000
Pleasant Street 2,000 2,000 4,000 8,000
Old Dudley Road 2,000 2,000 4.000 8,000
Totals $17,000 $17,000 $34,000 $68,000
Maintenance 1,500 1,500 1,500 4,500
When these roads are completed they will be much safer
for travel and will constitute a big improvement in our public
ways at a greatly reduced cost to the Town.
After much consideration the Board decided that the re-
placement of Arc Lights on Main Street was a necessity due
to the nonavailability of maintenance parts, and that 60% of
the light was being sent upwards and had no value of lighting
streets and sidewalks. Main Street is heavily traveled on
nights when the stores are open. On some of these nights,
Pedestrian Traffic will reach 2,000 per hour on Main Street
to Hamilton Street. Vehicular Traffic at these locations will
peak 1,000 per hour. American Optical Company traffic,
while of short duration, is very heavy.
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Main Street is wide from the Post Office to Hamilton
Street further complicating the design. All of these elements
were considered when the new lights were installed.
Our Main Street is now well lighted and this type of
lighting will be installed on other principal business streets
as soon as it is possible to do so without an extra burden be-
ing imposed on the Taxpayers as a result of more appropri-
ations.
Land on Goddard Court and Cisco Streets has been taken
by the Town as a common convenience and necessity to be
altered and widened as a safety measure.
The Board appointed a By-Laws Revision Committee to
study conditions of our present By-Laws so that changes
could be made to insure easier enforcement of same. The By-
Laws now in effect were approved by the Attorney General
May 29, 1929 and are now more or less obsolete.
The income of the Board for 1948 was $16,927.00 and was
received from the following items :
Liquor License Fees, 1948 : Totals
4 Seasonal, all-alcoholic
5 Club, all-alcoholic
3 Club Wine and Malt
3 Inn holder all alcoholic
2 Inn holder Wine and Malt
11 Restaurant all-alcoholic
10 Restaurant W^ine and Malt
4 Package Stores all-alcoholic
6 Package Stores Wine and Malt
5 Drug Stores
21 One Day Wine and Malt
3 Special Wine and Malt
2 Special Wine and Malt
$150.00
300.00
100.00
600.00
200.00
500.00
200.00
300.00
100.00
50.00
28.50
8.50
1.00
$600.00
1.500.00
300.00
1,800.00
400.00
5,500.00
2,000.00
1,200.00
600.00
250.00
21.00
76.50
17.00
Miscellaneous Licenses
62 Common Victuallers
11 Class I Auto Dealer
10 Class II Auto Dealer
2 Class III Auto Dealer
$3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
$186.00
33.00
30.00
6.00
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38 Taxi Owner 1.00 38.00
99 Taxi Driver 1.00 99.00
46 Sunday Stores 3.00 138.00
8 Lodging House 1.00 8.00
15 Storage Tank .50 7.50
4 Firearm 3.00 12.00
3 Parking Lot 2.00 6.00
86 Sign Permits 1.00 86.00
3 Dry Cleaner 1.00 3.00
Lock-up Rental $50.00
Court House Rental 1,200.00
Town Hall Rental 760.00
$16,927.00
The expenses of operating our Department are given in
the report prepared by the Town Accountant and for that
reason are not enumerated here.
We wish to take this opportunity to publicly thank all
the other Departments, Committees, and others who have co-
operated with us during the year to promote good government.
ROSARIO ARPIN, Chairman
EMERY LAVALLEE, Clerk
NORMAN Le BLANC
Board of Selectmen
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Report of Town Clerk
To the citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
I hereby submit my report for the year ending December
31, 1948.
VITAL STATISTICS
Total Number of Births Registered 577
Total Number of Deaths Registered 197
Total Number of Marriages Recorded 295
Marriage Intentions Recorded 267
Marriage Cretificates Issued 264
MISCELLANEOUS LICENSES RECORDED
Auctioneer's 2
Bowling and Pool 7
Garage 94
Gasoline 40
Junk 11
Hawkers' and Peddlers' 12
166
1 Duplicate 1
Total licenses issued 167
Amount paid to Town Treasurer $353.50
DOG LICENSES ISSUED
Number of Licenses
:
Males 647
Females 92
Spayed Females 205
Kennel 3
Total Licenses issued 944
Amount paid to Town Treasurer $2,019.60
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SPORTING LICENSES ISSUED
Resident Citizens' Fishing Licenses 951
Resident Citizens' Hunting Licenses 346
Resident Citizens' Sporting Licenses 469
Resident Citizens' Women's & Minors' Fish Licenses 355
Resident Citizens' Trapping License (Minor) 1
Resident Citizens' Trapping Licenses 13
Non-Resident Citizens'—Citizens' 3-Day Fishing Lie. 15
Non-Resident Minor Fishing License C
Non-Resident Citizens' Fishing Licenses 6
Non Resident Citizens' Hunting Licenses 2
Duphcate licenses 12
Resident Citizens' Sporting and Trapping Licenses 64
Resident MiHtary or Naval Service Sporting Licenses 18
Resident Citizen Old Age Assistance Fishing Licenses 20
Total Licenses issued 2,272
Amount paid to Division of Fisheries and
Game $4,170.50
LIST OF JURORS DRAWN BY SELECTMEN
DURING 1948
Adelard Daughnais of 199 Charlton St.
Ovila Trahan of 16 Clarke St.
Armand Hebert of 55 Coombs St.
\\'illiam Grenier of 53 Pleasant St.
Louis W. Genereux of 206 Main St.
Joseph Cartier, Jr. of 17 Pleasant St.
Roland A. J. Allard of 9 Federal Ave.
Armand Gaumond of 711 Main St.
Moise G. Monnette of 50 Coombs St.
Aldori Cournoyer of 81 Pleasant St.
Leo Lucier of 31 Randolph St.
Gedeon Chapdelaine of 191 Worcester St.
Dominic Santo of 462 Elm St.
Arthur Staves of 37 Franklin Ter.
Joseph Dufault of 156 Mechanic St.
Urban G. Bertrand of 370 Hamilton St.
Napoleon Blais of 402 Worcester St.
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JURORS DRAWN (Continued)
Aime Parent of 9 Hillcrest Ave.
Peter Graf of 38 Golf St.
Howard Hacket of 61 School St.
Raymond J. Ayotte of 75 Pleasant St.
Lionel Lapointe of 398 Worcester St.
Alexis Laporte of 119 West St.
Albert Gendron of 42 Thomas St.
Anthony Boiteau of 71 Sayles St.
Theodore Chamberland of 99 Cross St.
Leo Normandin of 14 Dresser St.
Charles Lynch of 25 School St.
MEETINGS HELD DURING 1948
Annual Election of Town Officers
Annual Business Meeting
Presidential Primary
State Primary
Special Town Meeting
National Election
Special Town Meeting
September 14th, 1948
October 26th, 1948
November 2nd, 1948
December 14th, 1948
March 1st, 1948
March 8th, 1948
April 27th, 1948
Respectfully submitted,
CLARE BOYER,
Town Clerk
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Report of Town Treasurer
For Year Ending December 31, 1948
Cash on Hand, January 1, 1948 225,407.66
Receipts for 1948 1,681,266.44
$1,906,674.10
1948 Disbursements 1,612,676.75
Balance, Cash on Hand, December 31, 1948 $293,997.35
FUNDED DEBT
Date of Amt. of Outstanding
Due 1949 Denominated Issue Loan Dec. 31
$6,000.00 Eastford Rd. and
West St. Schools 1936 $152,490.00 $48,000.00
4,000.00 Northern Dist.
Elem. School 1938 80,000.00 40,000.00
15,000.00 Airport Loan 1944 75,000.00 15,000.00
8,000.00 Hamilton St. & Main
St. Paving Loan 1946 41,600.00 24,000.00
6,000.00 South St. Paving
Loan 1947 30,000.00 24,000.00
7,000.00 Worcester St.
Sewer Loan 1947 35,000.00 28,000.00
$46,000.00 Total $179,000.00
TEMPORARY LOAN
$100,000.00—Anticipation of Revenue—Due May 2, 1949
2,500.000—Chapter 90 Loan—Due Feb. 25, 1949
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POST WAR FUND
2M% U. S. Treasury Bonds dated Feb. 1, 1944 $75,000.00
2^% U. S. Treasury Bonds dated June 1, 1945 75,000.00
150,000.00
Interest received through Dec. 31, 1948 14,092.09
Total Fund $164,092.09
Respectfully submitted,
NORBERT C. BENOIT,
Town Treasurer
TRUST FUNDS
Balance
Balance Int. Dec, 31,
Depository Jan. 1, 1940 1948 1948
MARY MYNOTT FUND
Southbridge Savings Bank $1,000.00 $20.00 $1,000.00
BOYER FUND
Southbridge Savings Bank 409.22 8.22 417.44
JESSE J. ANGELL FUND
Southbridge Savings Bank 1,361.84 27.36 1,389.20
ELLA M. COLE FUND
Attleboro Savings Bank 1,000.00 15.00 1,000.00
Cambridge Savings Bank 1,000.00 22.50 1,000.00
Charlestown 5 Cents Savings 1,000.00 20.00 1,000.00
HANNAH EDWARDS FUND
First National Bank of
Boston, Trustee 5,000.00 80.00 5,000.00
Respectfully submitted,
NORBERT C. BENOIT,
Treasurer
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CEMETERY FUND
Balance Int.
Depository Dec. 31, 1948 1948
Cambridge Savings Bank $3,000.00 67.50
Charlestown 5 Cents Savings 2,000.00 40.00
Dedliam Inst, for Savings 2,000.00 40.00
Gardner Savings Bank 3,000.00 60.00
Lynn Inst, for Savings 2,000.00 40.00
Leominster Savings Bank 2,475.00 43.31
Milbury Savings Bank 1,453.52 32.70
Xewbnryport 5-Cent Savings 3,000.00 60.00
New Bedford 5-Cent Savings 3,000.00 60.00
Natick 5-Cent Savings 2,500.00 68.75
Southbridge Savings Bank 7,609.25 124.35
Salem 5-Cent Savings 2,000.00 50.00
Winchendon Savings 3,000.00 90.00
Ware Savings Bank 2,000.00 50.00
Webster 5-Cent Savings 1,714.68 34.28
Worcester 5-Cent Savings 2,000.00 40.00
Worcester Co-op Fed. Savings 4,000.00 100.00
Workingmen's Co-op 4,000.00 92.50
Merchant's Co-op t:,UUU.UU Rn nn
Mattapan Co-op 2,000.00 60.00
Mt. Washington Co-op 4,000.00 120.00
Congress Co-op A nnn nn'±,UUU.UU 1 nn nn±\j\j.\j\j
Southbridge Co-op 2,000.00 60.00
Merrimack Co-op 2,000.00 55.00
Sufolk Co-op 4,000.00 90.00
Minot Co-op 2,000.00 50.00
jjincoin i^o-op 2,000.00 60.00
Totals $76,752.45 $1,768.39
Cemetery Fund as of January 1, 1948 >75,577.45
Added to Fund, 1948 1,175.00
Cemetery Fund Dec. 31, 1948 $76,752.45
NORBERT C. BENOIT,
Treasurer
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Board of Public Welfare
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
On March d, 1948, the Friday immediately following the
Annual Town Election, the members of the Board of Public
Welfare met and organized as follows : Mrs. Marie L. Lari-
viere, Chairman, Mr. Ovide Desrosiers, Clerk, and Mr. Hermas
Lippe the third member.
Meetings were held weekly on Monday evenings at 7 :30
P.M. throughout the year. Applications for assistance were
considered and active cases reviewed.
Four hundred and fourteen cases were aided during the
year under various <^ategories. On June 6, 1948, it became
necessary to add a Social Worker to our staff.
In December, 1948, the Board approved the recommenda-
tion of the Department of Civil Service relative to salary for
the personnel in the Board of Public Welfare office. The Board
accepted this recommendation due to the fact that the salaries,
as recommended, will be on a level with the general standard
of wages.
The General Relief case load for the year was one hundred
and eight cases. Forty-nine percent of these cass are un-
employable and no doubt will be in need of assistance for some
time.
Twenty-three mothers and fifty-one children were aided
under the Aid to Dependent Children category. This is a pro-
gram of public assistance established under Chapter 118 of the
General Laws which provides for cash allowances for children
who are living in a home maintained by their father, mother or
other relative, when death, divorce, desertion or some other
factor has deprived the child of normal support. Each case is con-
sidered individually and the amount of assistance is arrived at
in accordance with approved budgetary standards which have
been established by the State Department of Public Welfare. It
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is administered locally by the Board of Public Welfare under
the Supervisor of the State Department of Public Welfare. Quar-
terly visits are required by law to be made either by the Agent
or the Social Worker in homes where children are aided under
this program.
Also under the direction of the Board of Public Welfare
we have the Town Infirmary and the Child Welfare Services.
You will find Mr. Bowling's report on the Infirmary and Mrs.
Cushing's report on Child Welfare Services on the following
pages.
Respectfully submitted,
MARIE E. LARIVIERE, Chairman
OVIDE DESROSIERS, Clerk
HERMAS LIPPE, Third Member
HERBERT H. NIELSON, Agent.
Board of Public Welfare
Old Age Assistance
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
Old Age Assistance is a form of assistance which is pro-
vided for aged citizens of Massachusetts.
Old Age Assistance is not a pension or a form of insurance,
but is a program under which payments are based upon indi-
vidual needs a-ccording to the State Standards of Assistance.
It is administered by the Board of Public Welfare, acting un-
der Federal and State laws which provide for Old Age As-
sistance and supervised by the State Department of Public
Welfare.
Compulsory semi-annual visits and re-investigations must
be made by either the Agent or the Social Worker in order to
establish continuing eligibility and justify the grants.
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A total of two hundred eighty-three cases were aided under
the Old Age Assistance category during 1948. Thirty-two
cases were unsettled and nineteen were settled out of town
cases. Nineteen recipients died during 1948 and ten cases
were transferred to other cities and towns. Fifty-four new
cases were added during the year.
Under this program, the Board endeavors to insure at least
a minimum of security and comfort to persons sixty-five
years of age and over.
Respectfully submitted,
MARIE E. LARIVIERE, Chairman
OVIDE DESROSIERS, Clerk
HERMAS LIPPE, Third Member
HERBERT H. NIELSON, Agent
Bureau of Old Age Assistance.
Infirmary Report
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
We hereby submit our report for the year 1948.
The following repairs were made under the direction of the
Board of Public Welfare. Acting under the advice of the State
Inspector, new water pipes were laid from the street to the
cellar. The work was completed in September by the South-
bridge Water Supply Company. New piping and trap also
had to be installed in the men's rest room on the second floor
and on account of this work, the tile floor had to be removed
and renewed.
The dining room floor had to be re-surfaced and new
linoleum laid in the men's smoking room on the first floor.
The kitchen and pantry had not been painted for years
and had to be done this year.
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An average of sixteen inmates were cared for per month
during 1948 at the cost of $35.41 a month per inmate.
In November 1948, we had our annual inspection by the
State Department of Public Welfare inspector, Mrs. Doyle. In
her report to the local Board of Public Welfare, she commented on
the interest shown in the local Infirmary by the community
throughout the year. Also mentioned in her report were the
attractive grounds and home-like and congenial atmosphere
that prevailed.
We wish to express our sincerest thanks to the Southbridge
Amateur Movies' Club for showing weekly movies to the in-
mates from January to March and also to the High School Band
for their Christmas Eve Concert and the Girl Scout Troop who
so graciously sang carols for the inmates on this same evening.
Kespectfully submitted,
FRED L. DOWLING, Warden
Town Infirmary
MARIE E. LARIVIERE, Chairman
OVIDE DESROSIERS, Clerk
HERMAS LIPPE, Third Member
Board of Public Welfare
Child Welfare Services
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
We hereby submit our annual report for the year ending
December 31, 1948.
Referrals concerning the emotional, physical and environ-
mental welfare of 155 children in 57 families in the Child Wel-
fare District of Southbridge, Sturbridge and Charlton were
received during the past year. Added to the 1947 balance of
cases, including 129 children in 42 families, the total number
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of .children receiving service was 284 in 99 families. 55 cases,
representing 124 children, were closed during the year leaving
a balance December 31, 1948 of 44 cases representing 160 chil-
dren.
Some special projects were accomplished through the aid
of volunteer workers. 36 children between the ages of 6 and
16 enjoyed boarding camp placements during the summer. We
are happy to report that cases of neglected children requiring
court action have been greatly reduced in the past several
years and we have only 1 to record during 1948.
Respectfully submitted,
HERMAS LIPPE, Chairman
Child Welfare Services
EDITH R. CUSHING,
Child Welfare Worker
Report of Park Commissioners
Town of Southbridge
Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen
:
Following is a report of the Park Commission for the year
ending Dec. 31, 1948.
Loam, seed, fertilizer, etc. $69.00
Mowing grass on 8 memorial plots
:\Iay, June, July, Aug. Sept. Oct. 240.00
Painting 4 flag poles and replacing ropes 100.00
Total Expenditures $409.00
Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR W. LEDUC
WILFRED GAUTHIER
ROLAND LANGEVIN
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Report of Assessors
The Board of Assessors submit the following report for the
year ending December 31, 1948. All appropriations voted since
1947. Tax Rate was fixed.
Total appropriations as certified by Town
Clerk to be raised by taxation $1,039,968.00
Total appropriations voted to be taken
from available funds. In 1947 since
1947 tax rate was fixed. 66,829.52
$1,106,797.52
STATE: Tax and Assessment 1948 1947
Estimates Underestimated
State Tax (No State Tax in 1948)
State Parks and Reservations $1,006.97
State Audits of Municipal Acc'ts 643.84
-State Examination of Retire-
ment System 448.59
$2,099.40 2,099.40
COUNTY: Tax and Assessments
County Tax $31,767.07
Tuberculosis 21,293.88 $1,086.75
$53,060.95 $1,086.75 54,147.70
OVERLAY of Current Year 15,055.56
GROSS AMOUNT TO BE RAISED $1,178,100.18
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND AVAILABLE FUNDS
Estimated receipts for the year 1948 $313,922.98
ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 29
OVERESTIMATES by Commissioner of
previous year to be used as available funds
County Tax $3,390.23
State Parks and Reservations 271.67
AMOUNTS VOTED TO BE TAKEN FROM
AVAILABLE FUNDS:
Amounts and dates of Approval by Commissioner
of Corporations and Taxation
$1,024.03—July 10, 1947
500.00—Sept. 26. 1947
4,150.0C^Dec. 31, 1947
61,051.01—March 22, 1948
104.48—AprH 2, 1948
$66,829.52 66,829.52
$70,491.42
TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND
AVAILABLE FUNDS 384,414.40
NET AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION
ON POLLS AND PROPERTY $793,685.78
Tax
Number of Polls 6,238 @$2.00 each $12,476.00
Total Valuation:— (Tax Rate $52.00)
Personal Property —$2,545,880.00 132,385.76
Real Estate—$12,477,385.00 648,824.02
TOTAL TAXES ON POLLS AND PROPERTY $793,685.78
ITEMS NOT ENTERING INTO THE
DETERMINATION OF THE TAX RATE
Betterment and Special Assessments.
Sidewalks Assessments in 1948 $710.52
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Sewer Assessments in 1948 54.37
Betterment and Special Assessments
added to taxes
Sidewalks Assessments in 1948 & Interest 1,190.99
Sewer Assessments in 1948 & Interest 20,678.07
TOTAL OF ALL OTHER COMMITMENTS 22,633.95
TOTAL AMOUNT OF ALL TAXES ON POLLS
AND PROPERTY AND ASSESSMENTS
COMMITTED TO THE COLLECTOR TO
DATE OF TAX RATE 816,319.73
ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS
:
July 26th, 1948—Polls @ 2.00 $52.00
Warrant to Collector, July 26th, 1948 52.00
Dec. 27th, 1948—Polls @$2.00 14.00
Warrant to Collector, Dec. 27th, 1948 14.00
June 28th, 1948—Personal Property 624.00
Warrant to Collector, June 28, 1948 624.00
TOTAL ASSESSED VALUATION ON
PERSONAL AND REAL ESTATE $15,023,265.00
TOTAL WARRANTS TO COLLECTOR ON
POLLS, REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL,
SEWER, AND SIDEWALK
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1948 $817,009.73
VALUATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
For 1948 $1,643,000.00
Tax on Motor Vehicles for 1948 48,556.46
Warrant to Collector for 1948 $48,556.46
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TOTAL ASSESSED VALUATION
FOR 1948 INCLUDING
MOTOR VEHICLES 16,666,265.00
TOTAL WARRANTS TO COLLECTOR
FOR 1948 865,566.19
VALUE OF EXEMPTED PROPERTY
Churches, Parsonages, Schools and Hospitals $1,871,985.00
Town Property 1,728,440.00
U. S. P. 0. Property 98,000.00
U. S. Government Housing Project 144,250.00
$3,842,675.00
Total Number of Motor Vehicles Assessed—5065
CHARLES NORMANDIN,
JOSEPH LaFLECHE,
RAYMOND BENOIT,
Board of Assessors
Gypsy Moth Department
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen
:
Last year I found and exterminated 8192 gypsy moth egg
clusters. This includes the spring and fall extermination.
Inspection was restricted only to trees under town jurisdic-
tion, because of the limited amount of funds.
I find the moth situation somewhat better since we have
been spraying the trees with D.D.T.
Respectfully yours,
WILBUR WILSON,
Moth Superintendent
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Report of Fire Department
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen :
In accordance with the law and custom, I submit the fol-
lowing report of the year ending December 31, 1948. Giving
names of members of the fire department. Value of properties
under my supervision. Number of fires we responded to.
V^alue of properties where loss occurred. Dates and locations
of fires.
We responded to 11 bell alarms and 264 still alarms. Total
275 alarms.
302 Hydrants at $55.00 each per year. Total $16,610.00.
The detail report and budget follows
:
Value of buildings $579,500.00
Loss on buildings 11,343.86
Insurance on buildings 326,100.00
Insurance paid on buildings 11,323.13
Value of contents 74,900.00
Loss on contents 3,915.77
Insurance on contents 30,500.00
Insurance paid on contents 3,553.17
INVENTORY OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Two fire stations $75,000.00
Fire apparatus 30,000.00
Fire department supplies 9,000.00
Gamewell fire alarm system 4,000.00
January
3 Still alarm at 3.00 A.M. Tenement at 81 Cliff St. Owned
by Theodore Demers. Caused by careless smoking.
Insured.
18 Still alarm at 10.30 P.M. Tenement at 288 South St.
Owned by Theresa Levesque. Caused by overheated
chimney. Insured.
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February
13 Still alarm at 3.10 P.M. Tenement at 164 Mill St. Owned
by Lucien Duff. Caused by careless smoking. Insured.
26 Still alarm at 11.25 A.M. Tenement at 122 Chestnut
St. Owned by Emile Caouette. Soldering wires with
a blow torch. Insured.
29 Still alarm at 7.25 A.M. Tenement at 12 Crescent St.
Owned by Mrs. Josephine Labelle. Caused by over-
heated stove pipe. Insured.
March
20 Box 37 at 3.37 A.M. Barn at 140 Chapin St. Owned
by Frank lozzo. Cause unknown. Insured.
21 Box 64 at 11.36 A.M. Tenement at 79 and 81 Pleasant
St. Owned by George E. Gaumond. Caused by spon-
taneous combustion. Insured.
21 Box 64 at 11.36 A. M. Tenement at 75 Pleasant St.
Owned by Albina Gaumond. Caused by fire from
George Gaumond house fire. Insured.
April
7 Still alarm at 8.50 A.M. Tenement at 249 Marcy St.
Owned by Mrs. Mary Derouin. Caused by a flooded
range oil burner. Insured.
26 Still alarm at 7.20 P.M. Tenement at 8 Morton Court.
Owned by Morton Estate. Caused by spark from in-
cinerator. Insured,
27 Still alarm at 2.25 P.M. Business block at 286 Main St.
Owned by Masonic Bldg, Asso, Caused by plumbers
useing blow torch. Insured.
May
8 Still alarm at 11.55 A.M. Tenement at 174 High St,
Owned by Alan Delage. Caused by painters burning
paint with blow torch. Insured,
9 Still alarm at 8.27 A.M. Tenement at 488 Hamilton St,
Owned by Zenon Laliberte, Caused by flooded range
oil burner. Insured.
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July
1 Still alarm at 6.30 P.M. Tenement at 647 Worcester
St. Owned by Aime Larochelle. Caused by boiling
fat on stove. Insured.
28 Still alarm at 12.45 A.M. Hotel at 326 Main St. Owned
by William Murphy. Caused by cigarette. Insured.
August
4 Still alarm at 3.50 P.M. Tenement at 192 Chapin St.
Owned by Allen Richmond. Caused by sparks from
chimney. Insured.
8 Box 413 at 10.28 A.M. Barn at Dennison District.
Owned by Charles McLam. Caused by spontaneous
combustion. Insured.
17 Still alarm at 3.05 P.M. Lodging house at 24 Central
St. Owned by Martin Krasowski. Caused by electric
iron. Insured.
November
7 Still alarm at 9.20 A.M. Tenement at 14 South St.
Owned by George Delehanty. Caused by overheated
oven. Insured.
19 Still alarm at 9.10 A.M. Tenement at 185 Chapin St.
Owned by Joseph Lavalle. Caused by blankets near
open flame. Insured.
December
3 Still alarm at 11.03 A.M. Tenement at 134 Ashland
Ave. Owned by Frank Szugda. Caused by overheated
chimney. Insured.
3 Still alarm at 5.50 P.M. Tenement at 7 Lyons St.
Owned by Joseph Marinelli. Caused by spontaneous
combustion. Insured.
25 Box at 9.55 P.M. Tenement at 13 Brochu St. Owned
by Dominico Lombardi. Caused by defective wiring.
Insured.
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ROSTER OF THE SOUTHBRIDGE FIRE DEPT.
Chief
OSWALD MEUNIER
Deputy Chief
DANIEL DANIELS
PERMANENT FIREMEN
Emil Caouette, Captain Biago Puccilli
Archie Langevin, Lieut. Rudolphe Arpin
Harry Gendron Adrien Pouliot
Ovila Donais ' Victor Caouette
Ernest Collette Edward McNally
Alva Gregoire Romeo Mathieu
Henry Desourdy Napoleon White
Arthur Marand Jean St. Amant
Edward Boucher
CALL MEN HOSE NO. 1
Hernias Lippe, Captain Thomas Mannis
Stewart Casavant, Lieut. Gerard Fontaine
Clarence Blais George Hogan
Lionel Peloquin Ernest Tremblay
Leopold Langlois Albert Beaudry
James Dunn Roland Larochelle
CALL MEN AERIAL NO. 1
Ovide Desrosier, Captain Louis Ciprari
Eugene Blais, Lieut. Raymond Dartt
Napoleon Blais Arthur Caplette
Romeo Lippe Ronald Sheriff
Normand Larochelle Armand Durocher
CALL MEN OF HOSE NO. 2
Adelard Lepage, Captain Roy Proulx
Eugene Gaumond, Lieut. Archie Matte
Alexander Daigle George Plouffe
Aime Ravenelle Walter Kingsbury
Armand Gibeault Melvin Williams
SUPT. OF FIRE ALARM
James C. Sandgren
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPT.
Permits
Transporting Gasoline 4
High Explosives 7
Range Oil Burners 248
Power Oil Burners 143
Open Air Permits 232
Removal of Gasoline Tanks 1
Decorations 11
Bottled Gas Permits 72
Inspections
Stores 149
Hotels and Boarding Houses 45
Tenement Houses 1736
Range Oil Burners 248
Power Oil Burners 143
Clubs and Cafes 94
Locked Out 16
Complaints 34
In closing my report for last year, I wish to thank the
citizens for their cooperation, and the members of the depart-
ment for ther loyalty to their work.
In conclusion the Chief, Oswald Meunier on behalf of the
members of the fire department wishes to thank the Board of
Selectmen and the other Town Officials for their courtesy and
consideration of the department.
OSWALD MEUNIER
Chief of the Fire Department
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Forest Fire Department
The forest fire department answered 51 alarms for forest
fires in 1948.
Fire warden's salary $200.00.
There were 232 permits for fires in the open.
I wish at this time to thank the people for their good will
and again ask their cooperation with this department to pre-
vent forest fires in this vicinity.
INVENTORY OF THE FOREST FIRE DEPARTMENT
One forest fire pump with 4000 ft. of U/s hose $2,400.00
3350 ft. of 1 inch hose 1,650.00
6—11/2 shut-off nozzles 125.00
6— 1 inch shut-off nozzles 120.00
8 open end nozzles 54.00
1 one half ton Ford truck 1,200.00
Seventeen 2!/2 gallon extinguishers 119.00
Thirteen Indian fire pumps 170.00
Two 2% gallon hand pumps 30.00
Three ten quart pails 2.50
Twenty brooms 20.00
Two shovels 2.00
Twelve Reducers 60.00
One T. Ford truck 150.00
OSWALD MEUNIER
Forest Fire Department Warden
DEPUTY FOREST FIRE WARDENS
Daniel Daniels Emile Caouette
Albert Servant Joseph Mandeville
Romeo Lippe Archie Langevin
Harry Michaels Rosario Bellerose
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Report of the
Ambulance Deportment
In rendering- my report for the past year, I wish to state
that there was an appropriation of $500.00 made for this de-
partment.
In 1948 the ambulance department has collected $1,412.50.
During the past year the ambulance made the following
trips :
Oiif r»f tnAAATi triTi<5 at tin pmptctp
Veterans' Aid 2
Old Age Assistance 1
Public Welfare <5
Abated
Southbridge 2225
Worcester 66
Sturbridge 37
Charlton 29
Fiskdale 19
Grafton 10
Boston 8
Holland 10
Brimfield 8
Dudley 6
Spencer 4
Fall River 2
Willimantic
Springfield
Woodstock
Millbury
Hartford
Pelham
Framingham
Uxbridge
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Wales
Stoneham
1
1
Total trips for 1948 446
INVENTORY OF THE AMBULANCE DEPARTMENT
To the Citizens of Southbridge :
Last year I sprayed the town's trees with D.D.T. and the
work was done with very good results. The spray should be
done every year to control Dutch Elm Disease.
I also did some trimming, cabling, and cavity work on
trees that were in bad condition.
Some new trees were also planted on various streets in
town.
1 Cadillac Ambulance
1 Ford Ambulance
2 Spare Tires
2 Folding- Stretchers
1 Orthopedic Stretcher
2 First Aid Kits
14 Blankets
2 Flame proof blankets
$5,750.00
12 Sheets
8 Pillow Cases
3 Pillows
500.00
55.00
60.00
60.00
12.00
70.00
90.00
12.00
6.00
7.50
Report of Tree Warden
KespectfuUy submitted,
WILBUR WILSON
Tree Warden.
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Veterans' Service Center
January 12, 1949
Honorable Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen
:
This Department is pleased to submit for your considera-
tion its third report concerning its activities. During the
course of the year, we have had veterans of the town of South-
bridge and their dependents avail themselves of the following
services
:
Allotment or Allowance 62
Burial 31
Civil Service 59
Compensation 29
Discharge
Copy 14
Recorded 42
Education—Training—Rehabilitation 217
Employment 39
Filing for Bonus 72
Flags 7
Hospitalization 58
Housing 81
Information 88
Insurance 104
Legal 48
Loans 66
Medical—Dental 62
Miscellaneous 125
Notarization 151
Pensions 57
Photostat 160
Readjustment Allowance 65
Social Security 35
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Taxes
Terminal Leave
Unemployment Compensation
Veterans Benefits
58
9
97
Permanent Cases
Selective Service Act of 1948
Temporary Cases 35
17
52
This office operates under Chapter 115 and Chapter 584
of the General Laws to determine proper expenditures of Vet-
erans Benefits.
During 1948 this Department approved aid to benefit
thirty-five (35) temporary cases (107 persons) and seventeen
(17) permanent cases (35 persons).
We wish to express our very sincere thanks to all Town
Departments, Worcester Office of the Veterans Administra-
tion, Webster Office of the Division of Employment Security,
local industries and all others with whose cooperation the
services of this Department were carried out.
Respectfully submitted,
PAUL H. BENOIT,
Director
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Report of Board of Health
To the Citizens of Southbridge:
The Board of Health met on March fourth, and organized
as follows: Kaymond F. Haling, M.D., Chairman; Ernest Te-
treault, Clerk, and Robert W. DeJordy, D.S.C, Publicity Di-
rector. Twelve regular and two special meetings were held dur-
ing the year.
In order to provide the necessary service, pertaining to this
department, the Board has come to the conclusion that it is ur-
gent to reapportion the work and increase the personnel. The
more advanced scientific methods available today should be of
ultimate benefit to the community.
The increase in population and housing has made it impera-
tive that this department expand its health program.
One of the most annoying, and at times difficult problems to
solve by the Board, has to do with the abatement of nuisances.
A great many complaints by individuals, are trivial matters that
could be easily adjusted if personally taken up in the right spirit
with the neighbor involved. Each complaint has to be investigat-
ed by our inspector, thereby consuming valuable time which
should be effectively devoted to much more important work. It
seems incredible that three hundred calls, interviews and investi-
gations for the elimination of nuisances were made during the
year, with a record of a hundred and twenty-two for the month
of July.
As mentioned in our last report, a program of sanitation in
"Food and Drinking Establishments" was started in 1944 and
another attempt was made in 1947. This program consists of
three related phases:
1. Education of Food and Drink Handlers
2. Verification of methods used by laboratory tests
3. Follow-up of recommendations.
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The continuation of this work has been practically at a stand
still, due to lack of interest and co-operation on the part of the
owners and personnel. It is regrettable that they did not avail
themselves of the opportunity to acquire the latest approved
methods of sanitation. Nevertheless, this very important phase
of community health is still a part of our local program, and
more time should be allotted to this work. Health is the concern
of every individual, as well as the public at large, and this de-
partment should be supported in its efforts.
In review of the past three years, the collection of garbage
on the whole, has been as adequate as could be expected under
the circumstances that prevail for this type of work. Bearing
in mind the fact that the new building developments on the out-
skirts of the town has increased the territory served.
As the present garbage contract expires March 31, 1949, the
Board plans to request bids, in due time, for the awarding of a
new contract.
At present we have fifteen dealers, and seventy-eight pro-
ducers under our immediate control, supplying milk in this com-
munity. In order to maintain a consistant quality of milk, the
Board feels it is necessary to test and analyze this product month-
ly. Under the present set-up, it has been impossible to maintain
even this minimum schedule.
The activities of the department have been carried on during
the year by the appointed personnel, as efficiently as possible,
and we wish to thank all who have co-operated with them.
Respectfully submitted,
RAYMOND F. HALING, M.D.,
ROBERT W. DeJORDY, D.S.C.,
ERNEST TETREAULT,
Board of Health
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REPOET OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOL PHYSICIAN
To the Board of Health
Town of Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen
:
The results of the annual inspection of pupils in the elemen-
tary grades are distributed as follows
:
STE. JEANNE d'ARC SCHOOL
Total children examined 308
Defects requiring notices 83
Carious teeth 77
Hypertrophied tonsils 44
Tonsils under observation 19
Tonsils removed (defect corrected) 16
Ears (Cerumen) 11
Eye (squint) 1
Eyes corrected with glasses 13
Cervical glands 12
Skin (acne) 10
Posture 1
NOTRE DAME SCHOOL
Total children examined
Defects requiring notices
Carious teeth
Hypertrophied tonsils
Tonsils under observation
Tonsils removed (defect corrected)
Ears (cerumen)
Eyes under treatment (squint)
Eyes corrected with glasses
Eye-lids (granulated)
Cyst on right eye-lid
Cyst on side of jaw
Cyst under chin
Cervical glands
598
165
121
63
65
10
4
2
16
1
1
1
1
25
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Skin (acne) 7
Heart 4
ST. MARY'S SCHOOL
Total children examined 183
Defects requiring notices 50
Carious teeth 60
Hypertrophied tonsils 32
Tonsils under observation 15
Tonsils removed (defect corrected) 12
Ears (cerumen) 2
Eyes corrected with glasses 8
Cervical glands 5
Skin (acne) 4
Respectfully submitted,
RAYMOND F. HALING, M.D.
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH NURSE
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Dear Sirs:
—
I hereby submit my report as Board of Health Nurse for the
year ending December 31, 1948.
TUBERCULOSIS CLINICS
Our consultation clinics have been held according to sched-
ule in the Town Hall, the third Wednesday of each month. Pa-
tients were referred to the clinic with a request from their own
physician, for X-ray and examination. The X-ray is the most
valuable aid in pulmonary tuberculosis, because it often shows
disease long before it has developed far enough to be detected in
any other way. The findings assist the physician to confirm his
diagnosis and check contacts in the incipient stage. Sanatoria
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patients find the clinic convenient in following their routine
check-up, also for contacts in the household.
Two hundred and fifty-one patients received this service,
representing fourteen towns and twenty-five physicians.
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNIZATION CLINICS
From March 23rd to May 25th, four Toxoid clinics were
held for the prevention of diphtheria. Since the increase in the
number of diphtheria cases, during the last two years, we have
included a booster does of toxoid for all children, immunized
three or more years. Eighty children received the booster shot
and one hundred and fifty the regular immunization doses.
DENTAL CLINICS
Although the condition of the children's teeth has improved,
our school health records still show carious teeth at the top of the
list of defects. Sixty-four clinics, maintained by the health
department during the school year, affords an opportunity to
teach oral hygiene and repair dental defects. However, our
program is limited and this service is available only to the first
four grades.
Number of children admitted to clinics 543
Number of cleanings 494
Number of fillings 195
Number of extractions 19
REGISTRATION CLINICS FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN
This year four clinics were scheduled early in May to regis-
ter and examine all children preparing to enter school in the Fall.
Parents were invited to report with their children for registra-
tion and to discuss any social or behavior problem that might
handicap them in their school work. Each child had an eye
and ear test, was weighed and measured, his medical history was
also recorded on his health card. Two hundred and ten regis-
tered.
The same group were requested to report the following week
to their own physician or to the clinic for a physical examina-
tion, by the school physicians and a dentist. Eighty-one were
examined.
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Since this clieck-up saves loss of school time later and gives
the beginner a better start, the school authorities are planning
to refuse to admit a child to school, until he has had a physical
examination.
Children in the elementary grades of the parochial schools
were examined by the school physician, assisted by the school
nurse. These routine physical examinations take place each
year, as soon as possible after school opens in the Fall. The
purpose is to note the general health, to detect symptoms of con-
tagious disease and on the whole to check the growth and well
being of the child since his last examination. Good appearance,
an increase in height and weight, usually finds a child normal
physically. Parents are advised of all defects found and urged
to follow recommendations.
A hearing test was conducted in the Ste. Jean d'Arc school
with the 4C Audiometer for all pupils beginning with the third
grade. The 4C Audiometer test is a detection process, it screens
out those whose hearing is open to suspicion, by accurately record-
ing the amount of hearing lost. Since the success of the test
depends a great deal on the silence of the immediate environ-
ment, it is necessary to do this work in a separate room. One
hundred and ninety were tested in groups of twenty. Twenty-
two failed to record numbers below a certain level.
Eight girls, six contacts to tuberculosis, and two under-
weight spent eight weeks at the Sterling Health Camp this sum-
mer. A daily routine, well planned, kept them busy physically
and mentally. They all gained weight and thoroughly enjoyed
their vacation. The camp is maintained by the sale of Christmas
seals, and funds from the same source are also used to supply the
services of a nurse to assist at the consultation clinics.
Communicable diseases reported to the Board of Health,
were placarded according to local requirements. Visits were
made to each case and instructions given to prevent the spread
of the disease.
Funds donated by the Lions' Club provided forty children
with a mid-morning milk lunch. The parents of these children
appreciate this gesture and wish to express their sincere thanks.
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At this time I wish to thank all organizations and individu-
als who have co-operated and assisted in any way.
Respectfully submitted,
MARGUERITE C. HOULE, R.N.
REPORT OF THE AGENT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Dear Sirs:
As agent of the Board of Health, I herewith submit the fol-
lowing list of contagious diseases reported to this office during
the past year
:
Chicken Pox 65 Pneumonia—^Broncho 1
Dog-bite 30 Measles 65
German Measles 8 Mumps 6
Influenza—Type B Scarlet Fever 7
Meningitis 1 Tuberculosis—Pulmonary 4
Pneumonia—^Lobar 6 Infectious Diarrhea 1
Total--194
List of death in Town, for which this office has issued per-
mits for burial
DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM
Heart Failure presumably Acute Coronary Occlusion 10
due to Coronary Acute Coronary Occlusion
Thrombosis 13 with Myocardial Infarct 1
Coronary Heart Disease 7 Arteriosclerotic Heart
Coronary Thrombosis 14 Disease 3
Arteriosclerosis 11 Dissecting Aneurysm of
Coronary Sclerosis 2 Aorta 1
Hypertensive Heart Disease 1 Rheumatic Carditis
—
Chronic Myocardities 14 Myocardial Failure 1
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DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM
Cerebral Hemorrhage 16
DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM
Pulmonary Embolism 1 Broncho Pneumonia 5
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1 Virus Pneumonia 1
Acute Hydrothorax 1 Hypostatic Pneumonia 1
DISEASES OF THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
Perforated Duodenal Ulcer 2
Gastro-enteritis 2
Infectious Diarrhea 1
Diabetic Coma with Acidosis 1
Cancer of Pancreas 3
Uremic Coma 1
Uremia 2
Cancer of Uterus 1
Cancer of Cervix 1
Cancer of Bladder 2
Cancer of Stomach 3
Cancer of Stomach and
Liver 1
Cancer of Bowel 1
Cancer of Colon 1
Adeno-carcinoma of Cervix
and Uteri with
carcinomatosis 1
Adeno-carcinoma of left
kidney with carcinomatosis 1
Adeno-carcinoma of Ovary
with Peritoneal metastasis 1
DISEASES OF THE GENITO-URINARY SYSTEM
ALL OTHER DISEASES
Cancer of Larynx 1 Placenta Praevia-centralis 1
Leukemia 2 Asphyxia—Neonatorum 4
Cardio-renal Vascular Disease 1 Placental Infarct 1
Still Born 3 Pulmonary Atelectasis
—
Prematurity 4 neonatorum 4
ACCIDENTAL
Cerebral Contusion and Hemorrhage due to Trauma 1
Fractured Skull 2
Industrial Accident—Hemorrhage—Chest Contusion 1
Struck by Freight Train 1
War Casualties 5
Respectfully submitted,
MARGUERITE C. HOULE, R.N.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH FOOT EXAMINATION
To the Honorable Board of Health and
The Parochial School Physician:
Herewith I submit my report on the foot examination of
the Parochial school children for the year ending December
31, 1948.
A total of eleven hundred and ninety children were ex-
amined in the three parochial schools. Of this number, eig^hty-
three had conditions of sufficient severity to warrant notifying
the parents that prompt medical attention was needed. Sixty-
four others had minor defects and were instructed in proper
hygiene and prophylaxis.
The benefits derived from these examinations are evidenced
by the lessened severity and deceasing number of foot conditions
noted.
Following is a tabulation of the more serious defects noted
:
Weak feet 18 Tyloma 3
Flat feet 8 Strained feet 1
Pronation (weak ankles) 6 Knock knees 2
Hallux Valgus (bunions) 2 Heel conditions 1
Fungous infections (ring- Depressed metatarsal arch 8
worm) 5 Retracted digits 4
Hyperhidrosis 6 Dermatitis 3
Verrucca 5 Nail conditions 1
Infections 1 Heloma (Corns) 10
I gratefully acknowledge the cooperation received from the
school authorities and the Board of Health nurse.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT W. DeJORDY, D.S.C.
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REPORT OF MILK INSPECTOR
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Gentlemen
:
During the year we collected 476 samples of milk and cream
from 78 Dairy farms, 15 milk dealers and 5 milk plants situated
in the towns of Brimfield, the Brookfields, Charlton, Dudley,
North Grosvenordale, Southbridge, Sturbridge, and the Wood-
stocks, who supply dairy products sold in our town at whole-
sale or retail. These numbers do not include the producers
whose milk is sold locally by out of town dealers.
With the above mentioned 476 samples, we conducted the
following tests and analyses
:
TESTS FOR BUTTER FAT—498 Samples. 43 samples were
below the state standard of 3.35%.
TESTS FOR SOLIDS (ADULTERATION)—712 Samples.
262 were below the state standard of 12.00%.
PHOSPHATASE TEST (PASTEURIZATION)—36 Sample.
4 samples were insufficiently pasteurized.
KEEPING QUALITY TESTS (COLOR REDUCTION)—None
made.
BACTERIA COUNT—Microscopic—351 Samples. 121 samples
had a high count and were below standard.
BACTERIA COUNT—Standard Plate—None made.
MASTITIS TEST (Microscopic). (Smear of cultures)—Cul-
tured milk from 53 animals, 14 of which were positive and were
disposed of by the owners.
We also granted the following licenses:
Pasteurization Plants 5
Milk Dealers (Vehicles) 15
Milk Dealers (Stores, Restaurants) 96
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Ice Cream Manufacturers 2
Oleomargarine, Licenses and Registrations 78
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH A. CHAGNON,
Inspector of Milk.
REPORT OF FOOD INSPECTOR
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Gentlemen
:
We have 65 establishments dispensing food and drink to be
consumed on the premises, exclusive of markets, fruit stands,
etc. These places have 94 separate sanitary set-ups requiring
different arrangements, inspections and tests of various kinds.
During the year we conducted utensil swabbing tests from
which bacteria counts were made on glasses, cups, spoons and
forks, to determine the efficiency of dishwashing and sterilizing
methods.
From a total of 67 such tests, we arrive at the following re-
sults:
GOOD. (Below 100 colonies per utensil)—17 establishments or
approximately 25.4%.
FAIR. (Between 101-500 colonies per utensil)—15 establish-
ments or approximately 22.4%.
UNSATISFACTORY. (501-Not Countable)—35 establishments
or approximately 52.2%.
TOTAL TESTS—67.
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This shows only about 25% of these establishments meet the
requirements of washing and sanitizing food and drink dispens-
ing utensils, while 751/2 of them vary from FAIR to VERY UN-
SATISFACTORY.
Food storage, refrigeration, cabinets, counters, serving and
steam-tables, cooking and dispensing utensils, hot and cold water
supplies, hand-washing and toilet facilities for employees, per-
sonal hygiene, etc., are all items which were not surveyed due
to lack of time which had to be devoted to work of equal im-
portance but of a more frequently occurring nature.
Health educational and training courses for operators and
personnel is of paramount importance in this work.
Respectfully submitted
JOSEPH A. CHAGNON,
Food Inspector.
REORT OF SLAUGHTERING INSPECTOR
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Gentlemen
:
We were present on the premises and assisted at the slaugh-
tering of the following animals
:
CATTLE 49 heads
CALVES 95 heads
HOGS 157 heads
SHEEP 4 heads
GOATS 12 heads
TOTAL 317 heads
We made no confiscations and the meat on all carcasses was
inspected and passed for food.
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH A. CHAGNON,
Inspector of Slaughtering.
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING
To the Honorable Board of Health,
Gentlemen:
During the year, the following plumbing fixtures and appli-
ances were installed
:
NEW OLD
Water Closets 204 13
Lavatories 202 2
Bath Tubs 120 1
Kitchen Sinks 132 4
Laundry Trays 11 1
Sink and Tray Combination 14 1
Slop Sinks 3 1
Shower Pans 21
Urinals 14 2
Drinking Fountains 9
Garbage Grinders 3
Clothes Washing Machines 29
Industrial and Laboratory Sinks 4
Bar and Soda Fountain Sinks 2
Dish-Washnig Machines 3
Moisture Extractor 1
Food Steam-Tables 2
Sump Pump 1
Water Pumps 3
Ind. and Tankless Water Heaters 26 1
Gas, Oil and Electric Water Heaters 55 1
Hot Water Coils 9
Hot Water Tanks 82 1
Floor Drains 7
TOTAL FIXTURES INSTALLED 977 28
There were 14 connections from private disposal (cesspool
or septic tanks) to public sewers.
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We also had 37 jobs of water piping and general plumbing
repairs.
Report of the Inspector of Animals
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen
:
We hereby present the report of our activities during the
past year as follows :
We quarantined 30 dogs on suspicion of rabies for the
usual 14 days. Dairy farmers also disposed of 24 heads of
cattle for Mastitis infection, by sale or slaughter.
There were 52 heads of cattle imported within this town
from other states or Canada which were identified as as com-
ing from tuberculin tested herds and were accompanied by
certificates testifying that they had been blood tested within
30 days of shipment for Bang's disease.
In the annual census required by the Director of Livestock
Disease Control, we enumerated the following number of
animals within the town limits
:
Number of permits granted
Number of inspections made
Number of water tests made
Number of unfinished jobs
281
672
48
33
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH A. CHAGNON,
Inspector of Plumbing.
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Cattle 392 heads
Horses 73 heads
Goats 13 heads
Sheep 9 heads
Swine 38 heads
Several owners were required to clean and white wash
their stables and to remove accumulations of manure periodi-
cally.
Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH A. CHAGNON
Inspector of Animals
Report of Inspector of Wires
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Massachusetts
Gentlemen
:
I wish to submit my report for the year ending December
31, 1948.
Permits issued for new buildings 79
Permits issued for additions to already erected building 47
Permits issued for addition to old work 876
Inspection while work is in progress 1,108
Permits issued for wiring oil burners 51
Permits issued for wiring ranges 48
Permits issued for wiring water heaters 25
Very truly yours,
CLARENCE BACHAND
Wire Inspector
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Report of the
Honor Roll Committee
January 14,1949
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Massachusetts
Gentlemen :
We hereby submit our annual report for the year ending
December 31, 1948.
The balance of our appropriation for maintaining the
Honor Roll is $9.49. The sum of $340.51 was spent in keeping
the second World W^ar Honor Roll clean and the listing of
names for publication.
The listing of names of Southbridge people who served in
World War H was done by an unemployed veteran of this war
hired to do this work.
We also request at this time an inspection of the Honor
Roll by our building inspector whom we believe qualified to
issue a statement as to the condition and safety of the Honor
Roll which was built for the duration of the war.
We wish to express our sincere thanks to all town depart-
ments and especially the Veteran's Service Department, co-
partners to our final objective, "The completed list of SOUTH-
BRIDGE people who served in World War H."
Respectfully submitted,
BERNARD BEAUREGARD
RAYMOND BENOIT
RENALDO GUERTIN
EDMUND RYAN
DORIS LOISELLE
GEORGE WATSON
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Report of Police Department
Honorable Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen
:
I hereby submit for your consideration our annual report of
the Police Department for the year ending December 31, 1948.
Complaints made in the district court 579; male 554,
females 25, juvenile 4.
MISCELLANEOUS
Motor vehicle accidents with personal injuries 56
Motor vehicle accidents with property damage 87
Motor vehicle licenses suspended 93
Motor vehicle operating violations 236
Operating under the influence of liquor 15
Motor vehicle registration suspended 13
Parking violations with summons served 1831
Persons reported missing and found 13
Doors and windows found open or unlocked 231
Radio calls sent out 545
Motor vehicles reported stolen and recovered 7
Lodging given to travelers 85
Property reported stolen—Valued $3,421.40
Property in charge of police department estimated $66,000.00
In behalf of our officers and myself I wish to thank your
Honorable Board and all other Town officials for their co-
operation and consideration during the past year.
Respectfully submitted,
December 31, 1948.
ULRIC BRAULT,
Chief of Police
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Report of the Recreation Cominittee
Town of Southbridge
Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen :
The recreation committee which was appointed by the
selectmen as per vote of the people at the March Town Meet-
ing 1948 has held 41 meetings during the past year.
Their first meeting was held on Monday, May 10, 1948.
Their fist action was to organize and formulate rules and
regulations for the operation of the Dresser Street Field and
Municipal Swimming Pool.
On July 19, 1948 the committee was notified that the
Dresser St. Field had been officially accepted by the Board
of Selectmen.
At the meeting of the Recreation Committee held July 19,
1948 the Committee was asked to serve as a dedication com-
mittee for the Dresser St. Field by the Board of Selectmen.
Eleven members were present at this meeting and they ac-
cepted this added duty providing they could enlarge the com-
mittee for this occasion.
Following is a resume of the financial account of the
Dedication
:
Deposits
Checks drawn
$1,529.00
1,350.00
Balance
Bank Service Charge
$178.67
1.50
Balance $177.17
Bills not paid
:
Clinton High School Band $100.00
60 TOWN OP SOUTHBRIDGE
Wakefield Red Men Band
Marlboro Legion Drum Corps
214.00
250.00
Total
Less Balance in Bank
$564.40
177.17
Deficit $387.23
The Dresser St. Field was in operation from Aug-. 3rd to
Nov. 28th, 1948 and 177 permits were issued to 27 various
groups during that period.
The swimming pool was in operation from July 1st to
Sept. 7th, 1948.
The Committee was notified officially by the Board of
Selectmen that the Alumni Field was under the control of the
Recreation Committee at their meeting held Aug. 9, 1948. The
Committee was also notified it had no funds to operate or
maintain this Field.
Following is a report of monies received by the Committee
and turned over to the Town Treasurer for deposit in the
E. & D. account.
Concession
Rentals
Dresser St.
Field
$240.00
279.19
Alumni
Field
$50.00
139.60
Total
$519.19 $189.60
$708.79
Monies receivable
Concessions
Rentals
$40.00
53.44
$93.44
$93.44
Total $802.23
The expense account of the swimming pool is hereby sub-
mitted.
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Instructors $1,788.50
Ground, Bldgs., all others 73.49
Materials & Supplies 102.05
Equipment & Maintenance 15.06
Total $1,979.10
The Dresser St. Athletic Field expenses comprise the
following.
Caretaker $873.00
Ass't. Caretaker 489.00
Labor 62.00
Truck Expense 5.45
New Equipment 1,293.15
Materials & Supplies 999.85
Fuel , Light, Water 179.36
Maint. of Bldgs., Grounds 343.61
Maint. of Equipment 267.15
Advertising & all others 6.88
Total $4,519.45
Total Swimming Pool & Municipal Field 6,498.55
We wish to thank the various Town Departments and
officials who have given to this committee their knowledge
and assistance
Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR W. LEDUC, Chairman
JOHN E. MERRILL, Secretary
JAMES M. ROBERTSON, Treasurer
THOMAS CAREY ROLAND LANGEVIN
EMIL MARTIN WILFRED GAUTHIER
LORENZO BEAUPRE ARMAND DE ANGELIS
STUART CASAVANT HENRY RACICOT
ARMAND CIERI FRANK SKINYON
CHARLES COURNOYER JOHN LIBERA
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Report of the
Swimming Pool Supervisor
January 31, 1949
Mr. Arthur Leduc, Chairman
Recreation Committee
Southbridge, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Leduc
:
At your request, I am submitting the annual report of the
swimming pool supervisor for 1948.
ATTENDANCE:
From July 2 to September 7, a total of 15,235 recorded
persons availed themselves of the pool's facilities; 7,242 July,
6,720 August, 1373 September. Average daily attendance
—
234. This impressive and significant figure emphasizes the
importance and definite necessity of our swimming pool.
RESCUES:
The all-important factor of competent supervision was
demonstrated many times during the swimming season. Thir-
teen children suffering from cramps, exhaustion and other
physical or psychological factors such as fear and panic were
helped to shore by the lifeguards. These situations coupled
with situations in which order has to be maintanied, and there
are many such situations, fully justify the presence of respon-
sible and competent lifegaurds at all times.
WATER EXHIBITIONS:
July 7, Miss Carlstrom, Red Cross instructress, skillfully
demonstrated various standardized methods employed in life-
saving.
July 8, the summer playground's annual "Water Day"
was held at the pool. Most of the contestants on that day were
those children who had accounted for the bulk of our attend-
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ance throughout the season. This again is highly substanti-
ative of the defined utihty of our pool.
RED CROSS AWARDS
:
Red Cross badges and certificates were awarded to 25
beginners, 2 junior and 4 senior lifesavers. All had passed
Red Cross tests in their respective areas. These tests were ad-
ministered by Miss Fitzgerald who has been a certified Red
Cross examiner for many years and who has been instrumental
in developing so many new^ swimmers during the last five years.
HEALTH CARE:
In order to maintain positive control over the bacterial
growth and thus provide safe water for bathers, the upper
reservoir with a capacity of 6,500,000 gallons was utilized ac-
cording to the bathing load; while systematic chlorination
provided a second safeguard. These two checks, scientifically
manipulated, are potent enough to dispel any existing fear of
pollution.
In concluding my report, I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank you and your committee for the fine cooperation
we received from you throughout the official season. It was
indeed a pleasure to work with men wdio manifest so much
interest, sincerity and altruism in civic welfare.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWARD J. DESROCHES
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Report of Tax Collector
To the Citizens of Southbridge, Massachusetts
:
I wish to submit the following report as Collector of
Taxes for the year ending December 31, 1948.
Taxes
:
Levy of 1947
Outstanding Tan. 1, 1948 $30,286.18
Payments to Treasurer $29,689.42
Tax Title 596.76
$30,286.18
Taxes
:
Levy of 1948 $794,376.89
Payments to Treasurer $751,543.90
Abatements 4,743.04
Tax Title 758.94
Outstanding Dec. 31, 1948 37,522.52
Refunds $191.51
$794,376.89
Excise Taxes
:
Levy of 1947
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1948 $1,173.64
Commitments of Jan., 1948 312.89
Error in Abatement 1.51
$1,488.04
Payments to Treasurer $1,256.00
Abatements 257.98
$1,513.98
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Refunds 25.94
$1,488.04
Excise Taxes
:
Levy of 1948 $48,556.46
Payments to Treasurer $46,497.83
Abatements 1,755.48
Outstanding- Dec. 31, 1948 925.51
$49,178.82
Refunds 622.36
$48,556.46
Sidewalk Assessments
:
Levy of 1947
Outstanding- January 1, 1948 $192.34
Payments to Treasurer $192.34
Sidewalk Assessment Interest
:
Levy of 1947
Outstanding- January 1. 1948 $11.54
Payments to Treasurer $11.54
Sidewalk Assessments
:
Levy of 1948 $52.45
Payments to Treasurer $52.45
Sidewalk Assessment Interest
:
Levy of 1948 $1.92
Payments to Treasurer $1.92
Sewer Assessments
:
Levy of 1948 $664.95
Payments to Treasurer $65.46
Outstanding December 31, 1948 599.49
$664.95
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Sewer Assessment Interest
Levy of 1948 $45.57
Payments to Treasurer $13.09
Outstanding- December 31, 1948 $32.48
$45.57
Special Sewer Assessments:
Levy of 1948 $20,678.07
Payments to Treasurer $12,360.92
Abated 1,040.25
To l)e added to Taxes 7,276.90
$20,678.07
Special Sidewalk Assessments
:
Levy of 1948 $1,190.99
Payments to Treasurer $1,190.99
Special Sidewalk Assessments
:
Levy of 1947 $365.01
Payments to Treasurer $312.56
Added to Taxes 52.45
$365.01
Interest and Costs on Taxes and Assessments
:
Levy of 1947 $795.03
Levy of 1948 112.78
Demands 78.75
$986.56
Grand Total Collected in 1948 $844,174.98
I wish to thank the townspeople and various town offi-
cials for their cooperation.
' MEDRIC DUHAMEL,
Tax Collector
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Report of Town Engineer
Honorable Board of Selectmen
Southbridge, Massachusetts
Gentlemen
:
I wish to submit the following report of work accom-
plished during the year 1948 :
CONTRACTS
Length Built By
Charlton St. Drain 220 L.F. Ciesla Bros.
Forest Ave. Sewer 492 L.F. Ciesla Bros.
West St. Sewer 786 L.F. Frank Sheilds, Inc.
Everett St. 2450 L.F. Frank Shields, Inc.
Lens, Dean, Benefit, Crystal, Highway Dept.
Blackmoore Rd. 1000 L.F. Highway Dept.
West St. 1600 L.F. Highway Dept.
Grandstands—Athletic Field Hussey Mfg. Co.
Bleachers—Athletic Field Hussey Mfg. Co.
Oliver St. sidewalk (estimate, plan, and contract) (No Bid)
Swimming Pool (concrete steps, estimate and plan)
Federal Housing (contract forms) Built By
Rogers St. Sidewalk 50 L.F. H. J. Madore
(private)
W^orcester St. Sidewalk 196 L.F. Fileno Realty Co.
(private)
Wcstwood Parkway Sewer
(private) 250 L.F. Nichola D'Alesandro
STREET BOUNDS SET
West St. (10) Cisco St. (2)
Worcester St. (18) Warren St. (1)
Pleasant St. (4) Westwood Hills (5)
Brickyard Rd. (4) Cole Ave. (2)
Maple Terr. (2) Woodycrest Ave. (1)
Alumni Field (7) Dresser Field (2)
Roger St. (5) Marsh Ave. (3)
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LAYOUT, DESCRIPTION AND PLAN
Forest Ave.
West St.
Maple Terr.
Cisco St.
Woodycrest Ave.
Everett St. (drain easement)
Goddard Ct.
Hudson Ave.
Kingsley St.
Alumni Field
Locust Ave. (sewer)
Litchfield Ave. (sewer)
Westview Terr.
Curtis St.
Violet Ave. Extension
HOUSE NUMBERS AND PLANS
Worcester St.
Everett St.
Morris St. (2)
Paige Hill (7)
Cisco St.
Westwood Parkway
All house numbering plans were brought up to date.
ESTIMATES
Maple Terr. (10)
Elm St. (1)
Clemence Hill
Elm St. (Julien)
Marjorie Lane
Wall St.
Hartwell St. resurfacing
Marcy St. resurfacing
Dresser St. resurfacing and
Everett St. resurfacing
Goddard Ct. widening and
Lebanon Hill sewer
Durfee St. sewer
Beecher St. sewer
Ashland Ave. sidewalk
Cisco St. sidewalk
West St. School fence
River St. School fence
sidewalks
Cole Trade School driveway
Eastford Rd. School driveway
resurfacing Marsh St. grading
Bridge at Sewer Beds
Swimming Pool budget
Water Holes
South St. (Highland to West)
STREET LINES
River St. (Harrington Cutlery) Eastford Rd.
Vinton St. Golf St. (3)
Brookside Rd. Clarke St.
Olney Ave. Fort Sumpter
Morris St. Liberty St.
Paige Hill Eastford Rd.
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Maple Terr. Dresser St.
Elm St. Morris St.
Litchfield Ave.
LOCATE SEWER LINES
Worcester St. (Larochelle) Marcy St. (Suprenant)
SEWER ASSESSMENTS
Hillside Rd. sewer Forest Ave. sewer
Proulx Ave. sewer West St. sewer
Worcester St. sewer
INVESTIGATIONS
SEWERS DRAINAGE
Cross St. Elm St.
Blanchard Drive Forest Ave.
Wall St. Westwood Parkway
Spring St. River St.
High St. Hamilton St.
Durfee St. Locust Ave.
Gibralter Ave. Fiske St.
Litchfield Ave. Main St. (Power House)
Belmont St. RELOCATIONS
Lebanon Hill Goddard St.
PROPERTY LINES Mechanic St.
Elm St. (Town Hall lot) RESURFACING
Marcy St. School Fairmont Ave.
Wells High School Wardwell Ct.
River St. School Hudson Ave.
West St. School
Charlton St. School
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATIONS
West St. (water)
Brickyard Rd. (water)
Maple Terr, (layout, plan, estimate)
Hudson Ave.
Kingsley St.
Athletic Field (Shop Drawings—Stands)
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Planning Board (Thru Stop Signs)
Articles for Town Meeting
Fiske St. (piping of brook) (check water at Reservoir)
Ames Worsted (ice at dam)
Widening Everett and Elm St. Rotary
Inspect Gravel—Sturbridge 3
Gibralter Field (flood prevention)
Calculations for Assessors
Eastford Rd. (Chapter 90)
Veterans' Housing (Sturbridge Rd. Piasta Prop.) (Morris
St. Peck Prop.)
Darling Rd. (telephone poles)
Cisco and Morris St. (tel. guywire)
Sewer Beds (right-of-way)
Hook St. (right-of-way)
Dresser St. (Cole Trade School driveway)
Town Hall (guard railing)
Sewer Gauging
Brook under Main St.
Alumni Field (fence)
Nuisance Brook near river
Windsor Ct. sidewalk
Permits to open streets (91)
I wish to thank the Selectmen and members of all Town
Departments for the continued cooperation given me and the
Engineering Department during the year 1948.
Respectfully submitted,
HENRY A. RACICOT,
Town Engineer
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Report of Building Inspector
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen :
Herewith is the report of the Building Activities carried
on in Southbridge during the year of 1948.
I have also compiled a 10 year report of building construc-
tion, costs and number of families provided for, which in-
cludes the real estate valuation.
I think this will make a handy reference table, in view
of the many requests I have had from time to time concern-
ing such data.
BUILDING REPORT OF 1948
Add.
Families
No. of Provided Est.
Permits For Cost
Single Family residences 24 24 $163,500.00
2 Apartment Dwellings 5 10 55,500.00
Additions and alterations 30 21 67,320.00
Commercial Buildings 4 61,000.00
Private garages 23 17,900.00
Total 86 55 $365,220.00
10 YEAR REPORT OF BUILDING ACTIVITY
No. Add'l Total Real
Permits Families Estimated Estate
Issued Provided For Construction Valuation
1939 159 145 $586,771
1940 142 131 478,982 $10,703,865
1941 138 101 642,055 11,077,080
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10 YEAR REPORT OF BUILDING ACTIVITY
(Continued
1942 39 21 276,790 11,479,440
1943 50 88 348,240 11,656,740
1944 49 39 309,975 11,735,930
1945 51 21 140,850 11,908,340
1946 98 73 411,775 11,965,975
1947 112 70 476,900 12,155,410
1948 76 55 365,200
Total 914 744 $4,037,558
Respectfully submitted,
ARMAND DE ANGELIS
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Report of the
Board of Rood Commissioners
1 January 1949
Board of Selectmen
Town Hall
Southbridge, Mass.
Gentlemen
:
The Highway Department wishes to submit the following
report
:
We, the Board of Road Commissioners, wish to thank all
officials and the citizens of our town for the cooperation re-
ceived at times of emergency and during the regular working
periods.
The expenditures of this department may be read by con-
sulting the Town Accountant's reports—it is our wish to show
what has been accomplished with the various appropriations
allocated to our department.
From the first week of January to the second week of
March, the crew of the Highway Department composed of the
Superintendent, two mechanic-operators, one clerk-operator,
seven drivers and seven laborers were kept busy (around the
clock at times) ploAving the streets and removing the snow
and also sanding the streets when needed—the department
was cited for its efficiency and effort in keeping all roads
passable during the abnormal winter of 1947-1948.
Fifty-three ton of rock salt and 689 yards of sand mixed
together were used for the sanding of streets and in order to
open roads that had been blocked by drifts it was found neces-
sary to request the State Department of Public Works the
use of a 10 ton Walters Snow Fighter for opening and
widening of the main arteries in and around the Town. The
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expenses for the above mentioned period were low compared
to other towns of the same size and population.
As soon as possible the department began patching and
repairing the streets and roads that had been badly damaged
by the rigors of a severe winter. On gravel roads the follow-
ing material was used along with shaping and rolling:
1,800 yards of Gravel.
Asphalt covered streets were repaired using our own patch
mixer; the following materials were used:
12,000 gallons Sticwet asphalt
440 ton small stone
112 yards sand
In conjunction with the patching of roads the following
byways were treated with bituminous material
:
RC-5 AND SMALL STONE
Marcy Street, Hamilton to Hartwell; Hartwell Street
Marcy to Elm
;
High Street, Main to South
;
Sayles Street,
Main to South ; Main Street, Everett to Oak Ridge entrance
—
8,947 gallons.
(PENETRATION) MC-1 AND SAND
Old Charlton Road ; Ashland Avenue, upper end ; Warren
St. ; Morris St., 550 ft. only ; River St., 150 ft. near Cutlery Co.
;
Union St.; Marsh St., Elm to Eastford; West St., 1,500 ft.
only; Crystal St.; Gulf St.—21,579 gallons.
(SEALER) MC-3 AND SAND
Newell Avenue, Water St., Winter St., Lovely St., School
St., Collier St., High St. Ext., Salyes St. Ext., Glover St., Ash-
land Avenue, Dean St., Benefit St., Gulf St., Old Charlton
Road, Crystal St., Lens St., Lens Court.—10,647 gallons.
With the above applications approximately 610 yards of
sand and 343 tons of small stone were used.
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Among the special projects worked on was the Dennison
Road project (called Darling Road) with an application of
MC-3, this was a 1947 appropriation and should be completed
in 1949 with another application of MC-3.
Regarding 1948 appropriation—West Street project—this
street was improved insofar as ordered in the annual town
meeting warrant and voted by the people, calling for the wid-
ening of the worst curves with adequate drainage—over and
above this, in order to insure that the partly completed pro-
ject stay in condition it was voted by the Board and approved
by the Finance Committee to apply a treatment of MC-1 to
widened parts of West Street and take the cost from the Oil
for Roads Account.
Blackmoor Road was widened as voted at the special
Town meeting on 26 October 1948—268 yards of gravel were
used.
In order to provide good drainage for the Winter
months to follow, the Highway crew cleaned all catchbasins
and checked the drains for blockage. After completion of the
above, sand was hauled to the barn, treated with salt and stored
for future use. The Town Barn was once more reinforced with
extra beams, the reason for this is that the barn contains
a chute with a 21-yard capacity and when the chute is loaded
to capacity it is quite a strain on the rafters and beams. The
Board, at this time, would like to recommend the building of
two storage bins in the yard, these bins to have a total capacity
of 100 yards and to be built to State specifications.
The rolling equipment inventory for the department in-
cludes :
1
—1938 International IV2 ton dump truck with snow plow.
1
—1938 Ford IV2 ton dump truck.
1
—1938 Ford IV2 ton dump truck with snow plow.
1—1941 Ford It^ ton dump truck with snow plow.
1
—1942 Chevrolet Coupe (Supt.'s car).
1
—1945 FWD 3 ton dump truck with snow plow.
1
—1946 Chevrolet IV2 ton dump truck
1
—1946 International 3 ton dump truck with snow plow.
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1
—1946 GMC 21/) ton dump truck with snow plow.
1
—1947 International 3% ton dump truck with snow plow.
1—1941 Austern-Western Grader with one way plow, V-
plow and wing.
1—Buffalo-Springfield 12 ton Roller
1—1948 C. H. & E. Roller, 3 to 5 ton.
1
—1942 K-5 Nelson Gravel and Snow Loader.
1—1947 R-10 Nelson Snow Loader.
1 Tilt Mixer Jaeger for mixing patch.
1 Tilt Mixer Rex for mixing cement.
1 Road Hone (towed by grader).
The garage has three stalls with six truck capacity and
one special stall for the A-W Grader, in which one loader
and one small truck can be stored also. The remaining equip-
ment has to be kept in the barn (unheated) except for the large
roller, which is kept in an open shed during the Winter.
Without further explanation we feel that there is a need
of including the Highway Department in the five year build-
ing plan. A new garage with storage facilities for snow plows
would expedite our plovv'ing program and allow more efficient
work. With a larger sand storage capacity all streets could
be sanded in much less time than at present.
In concluding this report we wish to stress that the Board
of Road Commissioners and the Highway Department have
done their utmost during 1948 to comply with the townspeo-
ple's wishes and give the best of service and hope to be able
to do the same in the future.
Very truly yours,
ARTHUR H. BACHAND, Chairman
LIONEL DuVAL, Clerk
ANTHONI CIESLA
Board of Road Commissioners
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Report of the Planning Board
January 24, 1949.
To the Citizens of Soiithbridge
:
In accordance with the provisions of the general laws we
herewith submit the annual report of the Southbridge Planning
Board. The aim of this board has been to give every citizens the
protection that is due them against the enroachment of their
rights by the use of property contrary to the Zoning Laws of
the Town. There is a very urgent need to bring the Zoning Laws
and Zoning Map up to date as the present one does not contain
all the amendments and changes voted upon by the voters since
1941. The work of the Board is considerably handicapped by
this lack of new zoning areas. We have conferred with Maynard
0. Saunders the Consulting Engineer for the Planning Board of
the City of Springfield for data to bring the map up to date.
The state law compels us to make a master map plan as there has
been no funds to do this work we are requesting a small amount
to do the plan piecemeal, a section of the town at a time. A
petition was received by the board from businessmen in the
central business area for a study of the feasability of installing
parking meters to better control the parking in the areas men-
tioned. As a result of a survey we are of the opinion that meters
may solve the problem, however, it is left to the voters to decide
if the meters are wanted. The petition of residents of the "Wor-
cester Street in the vicinity of Cady Brook for the study of
flood control measures has been referred to the State and we
have been informed that some work has been done in connection
with the construction of the new highways to Charlton, some
dredging was done along the bed of the brook.
The board went along with the voters on the Goddard Street
widening and recommended the taking of sixteen feet. We still
feel that a new fire alarm is needed and recommend the installa-
tion of new equipment to bring the system up to the standards
of the fire underwriters. The board is indeed pleased to have
been commended by the Registry of Motor Vehicles for its work
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in traffic safety. The board held a public hearing on the Everett
Street tree removal and the sentiment of the voters was upheld.
The officials did not cut down these trees. A program for tree
planting will be started with the cooperation of the Town Tree
Warden. Bernard L. Kaimondo was appointed Investigator for
the board and it is surprising to find a large number of violations
of the Planning and Zoning Laws, there were taken care of as
they were not of a serious nature. The board has on file the
Traffic Rules and Orders of the Town and any citizen may ex-
amine them at any time. We held a public hearing on a peti-
tion from the citizens of Worcester Street. The board does not
recommend the changes.
The area on Pleasant Street and Hillcrest Avenue was
changed from residential to general business. A petition for the
approval of the layout of Maple Terrace was approved. The
board has met with several committees concerned with provid-
ing housing for Veterans. Some progress has been made. Upon
receipt of final plans this board will cooperate one hunderd
per cent. We have recommended the installation of steel signs
on several street, namely, Edwards at Hamilton, Marsh Street,
Lyons Street, Westwood Hills Area. The board recommended
the construction of a sidewalk on the southerly side of Ashland
Avenue. There have been several fatalities in this area recently.
Prom the standpoint of public convenience and safety, we be-
lieve the residents of private streets are entitled to snow removal
services. We recommend this service be rendered on these private
streets.
We recommended that land be taken by eminent domain in
order to widen Cisco Street so that the members of the Romanian
Parish will have a better access to their church. Several health
violations were referred to the Board of Health and were reme-
died.
Respectfully yours,
GEORGE S. DUQUETTE,
BERNARD L. RAIMONDO,
EDWARD SEREMET,
MITCHELL KURPOSKA,
RAOUL GAULIN,
Southbridge Planning Board.
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Report of
Town Government Committee
Southbridge, Mass.
January 24, 1949.
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
:
We are submitting herewith the report of the Committee
authorized by the Annual Town Meetings of 1947 and 1948 to
study possible changes in the Town Government.
Respectfully submitted,
DANA P. BENT, Secretary.
REPORT OF THE TOWN GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
January 24, 1949.
To the Voters of the Town of Southbridge
:
In accordance with a vote of the annual town meeting of
1947 this committee was appointed by the selectmen to make a
study of possible changes in the town government, particularly
with regard to adoption of the Town Manager or Representative
Town Meeting.
As originally appointed the committee comprised Messers.
Ubald Lariviere, A. J. Peloquin, I. E. Pulsifer, A. L. Simonds,
and D. P. Bent. By vote of the annual meeting of 1948 Mr.
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Mitchell Kurposka and Dr. Arthur Tieri were added to the
original group.
Since May, 1947, we have held 21 meetings. During this
time we have studied available material on the subject; the by-
laws of towns operating with the town manager form; we have
consulted with experts in the field; we have met with town
boards and departments concerned with the raising and spend-
ing of money; and we have discussed the problem as related to
our own town government.
In our study the following points have been brought out:
1. There are now over 50 elective officers in our town
government responsible directly to the voters.
2. The total annual disbursements of the town are
approximately a million dollars exclusive of matur-
ing debt. Of this total the school costs represent
between 25% and 30%; welfare approximately
20% ; and highway, sewer, park and engineering
activities slightly over 20%.
3. In many departments there is a lack of sound, effi-
cient business methods.
4. Due to the organizational set-up there is lack of
coordination between the departments.
5. There is lack of long term planning.
6. On the other hand, we believe some departments are
exceptionally well run and the Finance Committee
represents a fair control over excessive and unwise
expenditures.
It is the conclusion of the committee that the greatest op-
portunity for improved efficiency and economy is in the group
of activities comprising public works (highways, sewer, park,
cemetery, engineering and construction projects). This is borne
out by the fact that expenses of this group represent 20 to 25%
of the total.
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The establishment of a Department of Public Works would
coordinate these activities and contribute to more efficient oper-
ation.
The committee unanimously agrees that some change is
necessary in our government, also that no system is any better
than the officials who operate it.
By a vote of 4-3 the committee does not recommend adop-
tion of the Town Manager Form of Government or Representa-
tive Town Meeting but does recommend that the town proceed
with the necessary steps to establish a Department of Public
Works to include the present highway, sewer, park, cemetery and
engineering departments.
ALFRED J. PELOQUIN, Chairman
MITCHELL KURPOSKA
UBALD LARIVIERE
IRVING E. PULSIFER
ALBERT L. SIMONDS
ARTHUR TIERI
DANA P. BENT
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Report of the Trustees of the
Jacob Edwards Memorial Library
Library Department
TRUSTEES
For the Edwards Bequest
Wardell M. Edwards, Chairman
W. Wesley Crawford Gertrude W. Smith
John O. Martin
For the Towm
Oswald J. Laliberte Dr. Nerio W. Pioppi
Edward Sheehan
LIBRARY HOURS
Open 1949
Monday-Friday
Saturday
10:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
Closed 1949:
January 1
May 30
July 4
September 5
November 11
November 24
December 26
New Year's Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Armistice Day
Thanksgiving Day
Monday following Christmas Day
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REPORT OF LIBRARIAN
To the Trustees of the Jacob Edwards Memorial Library
:
Jacob Edwards Memorial Library ends the year 1948 with
but a negligible increase in circulation (578) over last year's
figures, but with the certainty that its services are receiving
increased use by the people of Southbridge. It is especially
evident that children and young people are using the library,
its books,, magazines, pictures, and reference collection, for
both pleasure reading and school work. Any visitor entering
the library week days during the school year from three-thirty
until five and between six-thirty and eight can vouch for that
without the aid of verifying statistics. An increase of 2442
in circulation of children's books, the registering of 280 new
juvenile borrowers, the congested conditions at the circula-
tion desk, and the croAvded reading rooms filled w^ith busy
youngsters (sometimes to the dismay of adult patrons, is is
feared) all emphasize the need of a larger and separate room
for the use of young library users.
A story hour and reading club program inaugurated dur-
ing the summer by ]\Iary Ann Hazelton, children's librarian,
and Jean Small, part time assistant, was apparently much ap-
preciated b}^ both children and parents. The group met Thurs-
day mornings for six weeks with an average attendance of
about thirty-five children. The forty-one youngsters enrolled
read a total of 391 books. It is felt that this is a very worth-
while part of library activities and it is hoped that a similar
program can be carried out in the coming year.
Miss Isabel Planeta, the present children's librarian, visited
the public elementary schools the week before and during
Book Week with most gratifying results. The eager response
of children to an invitation to see, handle, and read good books
is one of the most rewarding features of any phase of library
service. The possibilities for increasing and improving the
Hbrary facilities for the children of Southbridge are virtually
limitless if space, ecjuipment, and personnel can be made avail-
able.
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The library staff suffered its usual staff changes during
the year of 1948. Miss Gertrude Peloquin resigned from the
staff in January and was succeeded by Mrs. David Hobson.
Miss Mary Ann Hazelton left in August to be married and
Miss Isabel Planeta joined the staff in September as children's
librarian. The library has been fortunate in acquiring the
services of local people since it has been unable to compete with
other cities and towns in obtaining professionally trained per-
sonnel.
FolloAving is a table of statistics relating to libraries in
toAvn in Massachusetts, similar in size to Southbridge. These
statistics have been taken from the 1948 edition of THE AM-
ERICAN LIBRARY DIRECTORY, although the figures
are those of 1946. The towns listed are the only ones within
the population range of 14,000-19,000 in the directory (with
one exception) and were not selected for any other reason.
The exception is Webster Avhich was included because of local
interest although it has a slightly smaller population.
Vol. in Circu-
Pop. Lib. Income lation
Dedham 15,508 52,550 $24,490 107,539
Greenfield 15,672 51,382 23,565 149,504
Marlboro 15,154 60,773 15,048 146,664
Milford 15,338 28,777 7,700 38,230
Milton 18,708 58,223 36,223 156,771
Norwood 15,383 32,820 33,157 92,043
Saugus 14,825 28,234 12,183 85,162
Southbridge 16,825 31,170 15,185 94,431
Wakefield 16,223 74,945 30,994 166,814
Webster 13,186 28,497 14,309 60,104
Wellesley 15,127 51,830 24,477 137,451
W. Springfield 17,135 37,790 14,567 80,911
Westfield 18,793 56,413 27,948 169,190
Winchester 15,081 44,797 31,349 148,154
Winthrop 16,768 43,820 20,018 94,859
In 1948, 1612 people registered at the library to borrow
books, 598 of whom are new borrowers, the other 1014 are
former borrowers whose cards had expired. It is interesting
to note that sixty-one non-residents of Southbridge paid one
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dollar for the privilege of borrowing books from Jacob Edwards
Memorial Library this year, twenty-eight of whom were new
registrants. In the last four years, 5,241 people have borrowed
books from the library.
For the benefit of those who might like to know just what
kinds of books library borrowers read, the following table is
shown
:
1946 1947 1948
General works 79 109 130
Philisophy 539 557 605
Religion 229 385 341
Social Science 1,141 908 1,173
Language 186 110 169
Science 618 588 553
Useful arts 2,016 2,062 1,939
Fine arts and recreation 1,893 1,934 2,131
Literature 2,272 2,213 1,920
History 1,501 1,270 1,325
Travel 1,495 1,660 1,592
Biography 2,802 2,647 2,350
Current periodicals 3,264 3,119 3,331
Pamphlets 110 118 103
Total adult non-fiction 18,145 17,680 17,660
Fiction 48,437 45,969 43,900
Foreign books 402 686 799
Adult total 66,984 64,335 62,359
Children's books
and magazines 27,447 27,106 29,548
Pictures 39 77 110
Grand total 94,431 91,441 92,019
It can be seen that reading in several classes of books
has increased noticeably
—
philosophy, social science, and fine
arts, along with the reading of current periodicals. The read-
ing of books in foreign languages (French, Italian, Polish,
and Greek) has almost doubled in three years. Books in these
language groups are borrowed from the Division of Public
Libraries in Boston, and the library has added about a dozen
French books to its own collection. Biography reading has
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fallen off considerably, but it is still a popular type. Fiction,
although it shows a decrease of over 4500 in the past three
years, still represents seventy per cent of all adult reading. The
decrease in number can be attributed in part to the preponder-
ance of very lengthy novels as exemplified by the 1514 pages of
Ben Ames Williams' HOUSE DIVIDED, 1067 pages of RE-
MEMBRANCE ROCK, by Carl Sandburg, and 1060 pages
of Ross Lockridge's RAINTREE COUNTY. Statistics show,
too, that there were some 300 less fiction titles published in
1948 than in 1947.
It is regretted that it has become necessary to enforce
more strictly the law relating to returning books and other
library property to the library. A new state law makes it a
legal offense to fail to return library materials, and hereafter,
if a borrower does not return the book, magazine, picture, or
other printed matter, after the usual three card notices and a
statement of the laAv are sent, he will be turned over to the
Town Counsel for prosecuion. It is unfortunate that a very
few delinquent borrowers make this harsh step necessary,
but it is pointed out that Town property is involved and must
be potected. It is expected that in this busy world, people
need reminders about books that they may have temporarily
forgotten they borrowed, and they may not stop to- realize
that other people may want these same books. During the
past year, 3627 of these routine card notices for overdue
books were sent and over 1000 reserve notices were either sent
or telephoned.
The librarian and her staff are still impressed by the
friendliness and cooperation of the people in Southbridge as
a whole. It is their pleasure to serve these people to the best
of their ability.
STATISTICAL RECORD
Library
Date of founding
Population served
Days open during the year
Hours open each week
Jacob Edwards Memorial Library
1871
17,561
307
63
ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 87
Number of volumes January 1, 1948 31,945
.Number of volumes added 1,632
New 1,588) Including 358 books by gift and
Replaced 44) transfer from rental collection
Number of volumes discarded and lost 359
Number of volumes December 31, 1948 33,218
Number of registered borrowers 5,241
Number of volumes lent for home* use 92,019
Largest circulation for one day (November 22) 596
Smallest circulation for one day (December 24) 139
Average circulation per day 299.74
LIBRARY STAFF
Librarian
Reference Librarian
General assistant
Children's librarian
Janitor
Elaine Van Nostrand
Hilda Heather
Gladys Hobson
Isabel Planeta
Romualdo Di Bonaventura
PART TIME STAFF
Phyllis Horne Natalie Pulsifer Marcia Small
Dorothy Kimball Helen Rowley Barbara St. Martin
Respectfully submitted,
ELAINE VAN NOSTRAND
Librarian
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Thirty-Third Report
OF THE
TOWN ACCOUNTANT
OF THE
Town of Southbridge
FOR THE YEAR ENDING
December 31, 1948
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RECEIPTS—1948
GENERAL REVENUE
Taxes
:
Current Year:
Poll 11,284.00
Personal 129,756.06
Real Estate 610,506.42
Motor Vehicle Excise 46,502.63
Previous Years
:
Poll 2.00
Personal 2,633.46
Real Estate 27,055.86
Motor Vehicle Excise 1,251.24
From State
:
Income Tax 65,807.45
Business—Corp. Tax 83,716.15
798,049.11
30,942.56
149,523.60
Licenses and Permits
:
Licenses
:
Liquor 14,259.00
Peddlers, Hawkers & Junk 154.50
Sunday Store 147.00
Common Victualers and
Innholders 180.00
Pool, Billiard & Bowling 95.00
Pasteurizing, Milk and
Oleomargarine 139.00
Auto Dealers 75.00
Auctioneers 4.00
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Taxis and Drivers 149.00
Firearms 79.00
All Other 51.00
15.332.50
Permits :
Garage 44.50
Gas and Motor Oil 17.00
Kerosene and Fuel Oil
All Other 121.00
182.50
Fines and Forfeits
:
Court Fines 1,400.50
Grants and Gifts :—State
Vocational & American Edu-
cation & English
Speaking Classes 33,089.03
George Barden School Fund 350.00
George Deen School Fund
Smith-Hughes School Fund 4,730.03
J. Edwards Memorial
Library—Trustees 600.00
Old Age Assistance
Meal Tax 3,553.89
State Boxing Commission
42,322.95
County—Dog Licenses 1,995.56
Highway Aid
:
State and County— Chap-
ter 90
Contract #10338—County 1.099.55
Contract #10121—County 485.62
Contract #10656—County 2,806.87
Contract #10338—State 1,099.55
Contract #10121—State 971.21
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Contract #10656—State 8,817.93
15.280.73
Federal—Grants and Gifts :
Aid to Dependent Children 5,384.62
Old Age Assistance 66,222.98
Child Welfare Service
—
Federal 2,100.00
Child Welfare Service
Cities & Towns 780.00
74,487.60
Federal Housing Projects in
lieu of Taxes 4,130.20
All Other General Revenue
:
Tax Demands 79.10
Redemption of Deed
Tax Title Redeemed
Tax Title Sales
Sale of Lands—Low Value
79.10
Total General Revenue 1,133,726.91
COMMERCIAL REVENUE
Departmental
:
General Government
:
Selectmen
Engineer 5.00
Town Hall Rental 568.22
573.22
Total General Government 573.22
Protection of Person & Property
:
Police :
Station Rental 1,225.00
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Motorcycles 255.00
Telephone Toll Calls and
All Other 13.55
1,493.55
Fire :
Sale of Old Materials 25.45
Rental & All Other 363.40
388.85
Sealer of Weights and
Measures
:
Sealing Fees of 1947 115.30
Ambulance Fees 1,475.00
Wild Cat Bounty 10.00
Total Protection of Persons
& Property 3,482.70
Health and Sanitation
:
Contagious Diseases 262.50
Tuberculosis 1,352.85
All Other 2.40
1,617.75
Sewer Department
Total Health and Sanitation 1,617.75
Highways
:
Rental of Equipment 2,106.80
Re-surfacing of streets
Snow Removal and Drive-
way Oiling
Sale of Materials 35.19
2,141.99
Total Highways 2,141.99
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Public Welfare and Veterans
Benefits
:
Benefits
:
From Cities and Town 153.39
From State 6,796.47
From Individuals 12.75
6,962.61
Aid to Dependent Children
:
Reimbursements—From
State 7,109.75
Old Age Assistance
:
Reimbursements—From
State 56,908.54
Reimbursements—From
Cities & Towns 375.55
57,284.09
Infirmary
:
Reimbursements 60.00
Child Welfare Services
:
Reimbursements—From
State
Reimbursements—From
Cities tS^ Towms
(See General Revenue
—
Grants & Gifts
Veterans Benefits 5,411.88
Total Public Welfare & Vet-
erans Benefits 76,828.33
Schools & Libraries
:
Schools
:
Tuition—Cole Trade, High
Elementary Schools &
Veterans Vocation 25,871.71
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Sale of Books & Supplies 1,411.86
All Other
27,283.57
Libraries
:
Fines and Sales 1,367.74
Total School & Libraries 28,651.31
Parks
:
Dresser St. Field 711.82
Alumni Field 50.00
761.82
Total Parks 761.82
Unclassified
:
Airport Rental
Fire Truck Ins. Reimburse-
ment 85.00
All Other 3.00
88.00
Total Unclassified 88.00
Total Departmental Revenue 114,145.15
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
Sewers
:
Sewers Added to Taxes 65.46
Unapportioned Sewers 12,891.50
Paid in Advance
12,956.96
Sidewalks
:
Sidewalks Added to Taxes 244.79
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Unapportioned Sidewalks 1,503.55
Paid in Advance
1,748.34
Total Assessments Revenue 14,705.30
CEMETERIES
Sale of lots & Graves 1,360.00
Graves Opened 835.00
Foundations Installed 33.44
2,228.44
Total Cemetery Revenue 2,228.44
INTEREST
General
:
On Deferred Taxes 899.52
Tax Titles Redeemed
899.52
Special Assessments
:
Sidewalks 22.06
Sewers 23.29
45.35
On Motor Vehicle Excise 12.08
On Trust & Investment Funds
:
Ella M. Cole (Needy School
Children 57.50
Mary Mynott (Library) 20.00
Cemetery Funds (General
Care) 1,848.39
1,925.89
Total Interest Revenue 2,882.84
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MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS
Temporary Loans :
Anticipation of Revenue 350,000.00
Anticipation of Highway
Aid Reimb. 2,500.00
352,500.00
General Loans
Premiums on Loans
Total Loan Revenue 352,500.00
AGENCY, TRUST & INVESTMENT
Agency
:
Dog License Fees—County 1,962.60
Federal Tax on Employees'
Wages ' 47,895.58
Blue Cross 3,598.98
53,457.16
Trust & Investment
:
Cemetery Perpetual Care 1,175.00
Post War Rehabilitation 3,375.00
4,550.00
Total Agency, Trust & Invest-
ment ' 58,007.16
REFUNDS AND TRANSFERS
General Departments:
Treasurer 7.20
Engineer (Refund of 1947
Sal- overpayment) 100.00
Engineer Expense 3.45
Town Hall 20.00
Highways—Road Machin-
ery Maint. 33.96
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Street Lights 1.50
Schools — Inch refund of
$11.58 (1947 Vo: 7226) 16.58
Schools— Military Retire-
ment Fund 1,546.94
Teachers Retirement 10.15
Public Welfare 32.00
Aid to Dependent Children 96.45
Old Age Assistance 375.35
Old Age Assistance—Fed-
eral Grant 280.65
Veterans Benefits 181.25
Pensions (Non-contributory 238.26
Dresser St. Field 26.90
Burial—1. Grapes 100.00
Transfer
3,070.64
Total Refunds & Transfer 3,070.64
Total Revenue 1,681,266.44
Cash on Hand, January 1, 1948 225,407.66
1,906,674.10
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EXPENDITURES—1948
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
MODERATOR:
Salary 60.00
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Postage & Supplies 16.59
Association Dues 10.00
Stenographic Services 17.25
SELECTMEN:
Salaries & Wages
:
Chairman 550.00
2 Members 900.00
Clerk 1,890.00
Other Expenses
:
Office Supplies, Station-
ery & Postage 70.84
Printing and Advertising 144.63
Travel, Mileage, Meals, Etc.
Telephone 83.05
Office Equipment & Main-
tenance 26.95
Setting-up and taking
down booth 47.00
Association Dues 66.00
43.84
103.84
3,340.00
438.47
3,778.47
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ACCOUNTANT:
Salaries & Wages:
Accountant
Clerk
Clerical Assistance
3,000.00
1,151.25
469.55
4,620.80
Other Expenses
:
Office Supplies, Station-
ery & Postage 75.40
Binding & Printing 39.68
Telephone 48.79
Equipment & Maintenance 31.45
Association Dues &
Travel Expense 128.52
Travel Expenses—Out of
state 250.00
All Other 6.50
TREASURER:
Salaries & Wages
:
Treasurer
Clerk
Clerical Assistance
2,400.00
1,575.00
95.00
580.34
5,201.14
4,070.00
Other Expenses
:
Supplies, Stationery &
Postage 339.22
Printing & Advertising 64.71
Equipment & Maintenance 60.28
New Office Equipment 98.00
Telephone 54.76
Surety Bonds & Insurance 390.81
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Tax Titles Foreclosures, etc. 258.20
Certification of Notes &
Coupon Expenses 88.40
Travel Expenses & Dues 32.84
All Other Including
Wildcat Bounty 16.00
1,403.22
TAX COLLECTOR:
Salaries & Wages
:
Collector
Clerk
Clerical Assistance
3,000.00
1,560.00
150.00
5,473.22
4,710.00
Other Expenses
:
Office Supplies, Station-
ery & Postage
Printing & Advertising
Telephone
Surety Bonds & Insurance
Equipment & Maintenance
New Equipment
Deputy Collectors' Fees
Tax Taking & Recording
Expenses
Association Dues &
Travel Expenses
Collector's Local Travel
314.27
543.55
48.42
363.18
8.00
260.82
16.75
43.30
40.00
1,638.29
ASSESSORS:
Salaries & Wages
:
Assessors—2 Members 1,100.00
6,348.29
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Clerk of Board 3,000.00
Clerical Assistance 1,560.00
5,660.00
Other Expenses
:
Supplies, Stationery &
Postage 119.78
Printing, Advertising &
Binding 340.75
Auto Hire & Travel 292.38
Association Dues 6.00
Telephone 47.12
Equipment & Maintenance 57.53
Registry of Deeds—Ab-
stracts 160.56
1,024.12
6,684.12
LAW:
Salaries & Wages
:
Town Counsel 1,050.00
Other Expenses
:
Transcribing & Recording
Fees
Travel Expenses
Office Supplies
Association Dues
Telephone
Printing & Advertising
164.40
1,214.40
80.40
16.40
10.00
19.60
38.00
TOWN CLERK:
Salaries & Wages
:
Town Clerk 1,760.00
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Clerk 660.00
Other Expenses
:
Supplies, Stationery &
Postage 258.38
Printing & Advertising 22.06
Telephone 102.49
Surety Bonds & Insurance 30.31
New Equipment 54.99
Equipment Maintenance 31.62
Association Dues & Travel
Exp. 25.77
Miscellaneous 17.00
ELECTION & REGISTRATION :
Salaries & Wages
:
3 Registrars 300.00
Clerk of Board 150.00
Election Officers, Count-
ers & Tellers 2,540.55
All Other 533.50
Other Expenses—Election :
Stationery, Postage & Sup-
plies' 218.00
Printing & Advertising 937.95
Meals 608.77
All other 35.03
Other Expenses—Re-listing
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Office Clerical 931.05
2,420.00
542.62
2,962.62
3,524.05
1,799.75
110 TOWN OP SOUTHBRIDGE
Assistant Registrars 614.95
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 32.13
Printing Poll List
Books IM 457.56
Printing 220.50
New Equipment 54.68
Equipment & Maintenance 8.00
Taxi Fares 11.05
ENGINEERING:
Salaries & Wages
:
Engineer ($5200 less $100
—1947 overpayment) 5,100.00
Assistant Engineer 3,216.00
Helpers & Clerical Ass-
istance 3,361.92
Office Expenses
Office Supplies, Station-
ery, Postage &
Printing 381.31
New Equipment 252.87
Office Equipment & Maint 20.00
Telephone 77.22
Field Expenses
:
Materials & Supplies 114.13
Mileage & Travel 610.54
1,546.00
783.92
7,653.72
11,677.92
731.40
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New Equipment & Main-
tenance 152.30
All Other. 5.20
TOWN HALL :
Salaries & Wages
:
Janitor 2,728.00
Helpers 252.50
Other Expenses
:
Fuel 2,815.81
Lights 736.33
Janitor's Supplies 247.71
Repairs 880.44
Telephone 28.52
Equipment & Maintenance 2.00
Water 127.85
All Other 21.00
PLANNING BOARD:
Expenses
:
Clerical Assistance 4.00
Supplies, Stationery &
Postage 167.11
Dues & Advertising 10.00
Travel 18.25
882.17
13,291.49
2,980.50
4,859.66
7,840.16
199.36
199.36
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BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
:
Expense
:
Supplies 4.66
RETIREMENT BOARD:
Administration 1,090.00
4.66
1,090.00
BOARD OF APPEALS:
Expense
:
Stationery, Postage &
Supplies 24.75
24.75
Total General Government 61,870.24
PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY
POLICE DEPT.:
Salaries & Wages
:
Chief 3,800.00
Patrolmen 47,799.44
Special Police 5,175.85
Caretaker of Station 1,830.00
Labor—Painting Street
Lines 468.80
59,074.09
Equipment & Maintenance:
Motor Equipment 1,431.56
Gas, Oil, Etc. 969.13
Equipment for Men 142.03
Photography & Finger-
printing 35.28
Radio Equipment & Main-
tenance 323.32
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Additional Equipment 147.00
Fuel & Lights
:
Fuel 575.12
Lights 313.82
Maintenance of Building &
Grounds
:
Repairs 226.32
Janitor's Supplies 167.75
Water Service 56.95
Rubbish Removal & All
Other 20.60
Officers & Prisoners Ex-
penses :
Officers Travel 23.20
Matron & Guards 28.50
Feeding & Medical Care 316.50
3,048.32
888.94
471.62
368.20
Traffic Control
:
Labor (See Salaries &
Wages)
Signs, Posts. Paints, etc. 667.64
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 236.00
Telephone & Police
Signals 1,307.37
Office Equipment &
Maint. 10.75
Association Dues 10.00
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Miscellaneous & Laundry 62.00
1,626.12
Total Police Department 66,144.93
FIRE DEPT.:
Salaries & Wages
:
Chief 3,400.00
Ass't Chief, Captain &
Lieut. 9,099.93
Permanent Firemen 38,390.06
Call Men 5,049.84
Superintendent of Alarms 350.00
Assistant Clerk of Fire
Dept. 100.00
Other Employees (See
Hydrant service)
56,389.83
Equipment, New & Additional
:
Equipment for Men 493.09
Accessories & Supplies 285.19
Shop Equipment 16.43
794.71
Equipment Maintenance &
Repairs
:
Radio Equipment & Main-
tenance 141.25
Apparatus Repairs 150.24
Gas and Oil 164.92
Alarm Boxes, etc. 175.44
Miscellaneous 3.65
635.50
Hydrant Service
:
Shoveling Hydrants 147.76
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Hydrant Service
Fuel, Light, Water
Fuel
Light
Water
16,353.34
16,50L10
1,348.91
335.74
71.14
1,755.79
Maintenance of Building &
Grounds
:
Repairs 550.95
Furniture & Furnishings 185.15
Laundry 99.13
Janitor's Supplies & All
Other 186.36
1,021.59
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 358.29
Telephone 185.31
Office Equipment &
Maint. 39.00
Travel Expenses, Asso-
ciation Dues & Misc. 165.89
Travel Expenses—Out
of State
Food for Men 11.50
Total Fire Department
759.99
FOREST FIRES
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Warden 200.00
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Fighting Fires 2.00
Patrolling
202.00
Other Expenses
:
Auto Rental—For Fire
Patrol
Gasoline and Oil 56.40
New Hose 1,057.50
Apparatus Maintenance
& Accessories 78.95
Materials & Supplier 86.47
Second Hand Motor 10.00
1,289.32
Total Forest Fire 1,491.32
AMBULANCE:
Repairs & Maint. of Ambu-
lance 186.73
Gasoline and Oil 136.08
Ambulance Equipment &
Maintenance 150.19
Drivers Expenses 20.50
493.50
Total Ambulance 493.50
SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES:
Salaries & Wages :
:
Sealer 1,300.00
Other Expenses
:
Advertising 11.90
Materials & Supplies 3.92
Travel Allowance 300.00
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Equipment & Maintenance 48.25
364.07
Total Sealer of Weights &
Measures
DOG OFFICER:
Salaries & Wages
:
Salary
Other Expenses
:
Board & Care of Dogs 301.50
Killing & Destroying 125.00
426.50
STREET LIGHTING:
Street Lights 15,515.70
Traffic Lights — Central,
Hamilton & East Main
Streets 32.32
15,548.02
ANIMAL INSPECTION:
Salaries & Wages
:
Salary 125.00
Other Expenses
:
Postage, Supplies, Mile-
age & Travel 72.97
1,664.07
426.50
15,548.02
197.97
BUILDING INSPECTOR:
Salaries & Wages
Salary 400.00
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Other Expenses
:
Dues 5.00
Briefcase & Eversharp
pencil 8.82
Travel 78.00
PLANTING & TRIMMING TREES:
Salaries & Wages
:
Tree Warden 340.00
Labor 76.50
Other Expenses
:
Hardware & Tools 6.02
Tree Fertilizer 1L25
Trees Planted 24.00
Truck Rental 288.00
Materials & Supplies 3.97
9L82
491.82
WIRE INSPECTOR:
Salaries & Wages:
Salary 300.00
Other Expenses
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 37.07
Travel Allowance 62.00
Telephone
99.07
399.07
416.50
333.24
749.74
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MOTH EXTERMINATION:
Salaries & Wages
:
Superintendent 102.00
Labor 118.00
220.00
Other Expenses
:
Truck Rental 180.00
400.00
Total Protection of Persons
& Property 165,865.45
HEALTH & SANITATION
HEALTH:
General Administration
Salaries & Wages
:
Board of Health 330.00
Board Physician 330.00
School Physician 770.00
Agent 550.00
Nurse 1,900.00
Plumbing Inspector 2,300.00
Food & Provisions
Inspector 110.00
Milk Inspector 205.00
Slaughtering Inspector 385.00
Dentists—Dental Clinic 700.00
Podiatrist 250.00
Clerical Assistance 281.50
8,111.50
Other Administrative Ex-
penses :
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 97.83
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Printing & Advertising 13.12
Telephone 63.75
Office Equipment &
Maintenance 16.00
190.70
Quarantine, Contagious
Diseases & Tuberculosis
:
Board & Care Quarantine
Medical Attendance 27.00
Drugs & Medical Sup-
plies 161.36
Dry Goods & Clothing
Groceries & Provisions 19.62
Cash Aid
Hospitals 89.14
Cities & Tovv^ns
Miscellaneous 6.43
Worcester County Sana-
torium 2,065.50
2,369.05
Vital Statistics
:
Birth Returns
Death Returns
Inspectors' Expenses
:
Plumbing Inspector
:
Association Dues &
Travel
Food & Provisions In-
pector
:
Travel
Milk Inspector
:
Association Dues,
Travel, Materials
& Supplies
133.75
36.75
170.50
207.07
147.30
322.02
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Nurse
:
Travel 98.01
Slaughtering Inspector
:
Travel & Supplies 102.15
Dental Clinic Supplies 36.57
Other Expenses
:
Association Dues &
Travel 23.85
Garbage Collection
:
Contract 5,000.00
8,667.22
Total Health 16,778.72
SEWER:
General Administration
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Commissioners 450.00
Caretaker 2,488.80
2.938.80
Administration Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 14.03
Telephone & Miscellaneous 87.37
101.40
General Expenses
:
Labor 155.85
Tools & Equipment 51.93
Pipe, Fittings & Supplies 428.08
Manholes Repaired 39.60
Repairs to Sewer Lines 607.70
Miscellaneous 5.78
1,288.94
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Buildings & Grounds
:
Building, Repairs & Ma-
terials
Fuel and Lights 12.00
12.00
Truck, Tractor Maintenance
:
Gasoline and Oil & Repairs 146.51
Repairs 151.44
297.95
Total Sewer Maintenance 4,639.09
Total Health and Sanitation 21,417.81
HIGHWAYS, SNOW & ICE
General Administration
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Commissioners 600.00
Superintendent 3,000.00
Timekeeper Clerk 2,912.47
6,512.47
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 84.47
Telephone 175.89
All Other 55.56
315.92
General Maintenance
:
Labor 22,819.95
Truck Hire
Equipment Rental 24.50
General Equipment &
Repairs 484.34
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Crushed Stone, Gravel,
Etc. 5,272.13
Tarvia, Road Oil, Etc. 8,694.85
Other Materials & Sup-
plies 1,973.77
First Aid Supplies 31.87
All Other 131.95
New Road Machinery
:
New Equipment—CH&E
3 Ton Roller 1,995.00
V Type Plow & Snow
Wing 1,683.41
Advertising 12.00
Road Machinery Maintenance
:
Repairs & Maintenance 5,525.14
Gas, Oil, Etc. 2,868.36
All Other 140.03
Building & Grounds
:
Maintenance & Repairs 129.58
Fuel, Lights & Water 597.03
Equipment & Maintenance 8.87
All Other .96
Town Dump & Rubbish
Collection
:
Labor—Town Dump 1,560.00
Rental of Town Dump 125.00
Bulldozer Rental 108.50
39,433.36
3,690.41
8,533.53
736.44
59,222.13
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Rubbish Collection
—
Labor—Contract 2,706.93
Advertising & Signs 21.75
4,522.18
4,522.18
Snow & Ice
:
Labor & Timekeeper
Clerk 11,117.96
Truck, Shovel & Bull-
dozer Rental 9,482.01
Gasoline & Oil 236.74
CI. Chloride, Salt & Sand 1,288.07
Food & Meals 238.45
Tools & Equipment 410.81
Snow Fences 313.13
Country Roads 649.75
All Others 8.50
23,745.42
23,745.42
Total Highways, Dump, Rub-
bish & Snow & Ice 87,489.73
Chapter 90 Maintenance
:
State and County Aid #11238:
Woodstock Road
:
Labor 608.24
Old Woodstock Road
:
Labor 109.25
Materials & Supplies 213.06
Truck Hire 33.20
355.51
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River Road
:
Labor 17377
Materials & Supplies 191.89
Truck Hire 57.20
Dudley Road & East Main St.
:
Labor 355.94
Materials & Supplies 302.28
Truck Hire 93.50
Dresser Hill Road
:
Labor 275.68
Materials & Supplies 528.99
Truck Hire 65.60
Eastford Road
:
Labor 86.02
Materials & Supplies 171.87
Truck Hire 33.30
422.86
751.72
870.27
291.19
Chapter 90 Total 3,299.79
Total Highways 90,789.52
CHARITIES & VETERANS BENEFITS
PUBLIC WELFARE:
Salaries & Wages
:
Board 1,2000.00
Supervisor 500.00
Clerk 763.00
2,463.00
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General Administration
:
O LdLlUIlCl J , oUppilcb CX
Postage 137.92
Telephones 147.46
Mileage & Travel Allow-
ance 95.27
Office Equipment & Main-
tenance 14.34
Miscellaneous 19.00
413.99
General Relief
:
Groceries Sz Provisions 5,968.91
Fuel & Lights 1,363.30
Medicine & Medical At-
tendance 3,098.43
Hospital Care 1,780.00
Rent 919.00
Clothing 261.60
Cash Grants 8,913.60
Board & Care (Local) 1,739.50
Private Institutions 1,059.27
State Institutions 2,229.90
Household Furniture &
Moving
Burials 115.00
Miscellaneous
27,448.51
Relief by Other Cities & Towns :
Cities 1,282.00
Towns 513.91
1,795.91
Truck Expenses
:
Gas & Oil 123.72
Repairs & Maintenance 253.76
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Registration 2.00
379.48
Total General Relief 32,500.89
Aid to Dependent Children:
Town Appropriation
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Supervisor 600.00
Clerk - 195.85
795.85
Administration
:
Cash Grants 10,296.24
11,092.09
AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN:
Federal Grants :—Administration :
Salaries & Wages
:
Supervisor
Clerk
Other Expenses
:
Travel Expenses 21.75
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 10.13
31.88
Relief Expenses
Cash Grants 10,920.81
Total Aid to Dependent
Children
10,952.69
22,044.78
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OLD AGE ASSISTANCE:
Federal Grants—Administration
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Supervisor—See Town Ap-
propriation Section
Social Worker 1,203.50
Clerk 83.07
1,286.57
Other Expenses
:
Telephone
Relief Expenses
:
Cash Grants
Cities & Towns
152.12
34.58
14.30
54,944.86
940.22
201.00
55,885.08
57,372.65
Total Old Age Assistance
—
Federal Grant
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage
Travel Allowance & All
Other
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE:
Town Appropriation
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Board
Supervisor 1,900.00
Clerks 675.61
Administration
—
(See Federal
Grants)
2,575.61
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Relief Expenses
:
Cash Grants 94,944.38
Cities & Towns 651.03
95,595.41
Total Old Age Assistance 98,171.02
CHILD WELFARE SERVICES:
General Administration
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Supervisor 2,850.00
Clerk 1,590.00
4,440.00
Office Expenses
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 78.75
Telephone 89.04
Equipment & Maintenance 8.00
175.79
Field Expenses
:
Mileage & Travel , 493.86
Total Child Welfare Services 5,109.65
INFIRMARY:
Salaries & Wages
:
Superintendent 1,900.00
Other Expenses
:
Groceries & Provisions 3,654.56
Clothing & Household
Furnishings 143.44
Buildings & Maintenance 785.17
Fuel, Light, Water 1,114.45
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Hospital, Medical Care &
Supplies 733.62
Telephone and All Other 191.94
6,623.18
Total Infirmary 8,523.18
VETERANS BENEFITS:
General Administration
:
Salaries & Wages :
Salary 1,125.00
Clerk
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies &
Postage 9.48
Travel & Mileage 136.07
Telephone 31.96
171.51
Relief Expenses
:
Fuel & Light 222.22
Groceries & Provisions 612.93
Cash Grants & Rent 9,463.19
Clothing & Hospital Care 810.38
Medicine & Medical At-
tendance 1,885.33
12,994.05
Veterans' Burials
:
Veterans' Organizations 220.00
Total Veterans Benefits 14,516.56
VETERANS SERVICES
:
Salaries & Wages
:
Supervisor 1,875.00
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Assistant Supervisor
Clerk 1,560.00
3.435.00
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Supplies, Post-
age & Printing 246.94
Mileage & Travel 25.02
Telephone 219.56
Dues & All Others 8.00
499.52
Total Veterans Services 3,934.52
Total Charities & Veterans •
Benefits 242,173.25
SCHOOLS & LIBRARIES
GENERAL CONTROL:
Salaries & Wages
:
150 Superintendent 6,595.44
156 Superintendent's
Clerk 2,592.11
157 Extra Clerical 120.00
401 Attendance Officer 395.29
103 School Census 249.55
9,952.39
Other Expenses
:
160 Supplies 227.55
180 Printing 126.15
181 Travel 67.14
181-A Auto Expense 264.73
181-B Supervisors Travel 10.00
182 Telephone 102.48
182-A Books, Periodicals
& Postage 306.17
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182-B Equipment &
Maintenance 284.80
1,389.02
Total General Control 11,341.41
HIGH SCHOOLS:
Instruction Salaries
:
220 Principal 5,071.41
225 Principal's Clerk 1,878.08
226 Extra Clerical
240 Teachers 72,706.85
245 Substitute Teachers 868.00
80,524.34
Instruction Expenses
:
210 Supervision Travel 239.03
211 Research Activities
235 Printing, Supplies &
Postage 175.36
250 Text & Reference
Books 1,668.33
270 Supplies 3,107.98
283 Supplementary Books 91.49
290 Commencement Ex-
penses 239.95
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus & Equip. 281.58
5,803.72
Operation of Plant
:
Salaries & Wages:
501 Janitors' Salaries 7,013.79
501 -A Extra Helpers 37.88
7,051.67
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Other Expenses
:
510 Janitors Supplies 837.98
520 Fuel 3,107.34
530 Water 245.06
540 Gas & Electricity 1,201.90
565 Telephone 120.17
Drayage 74.01
Maintenance of Plant
:
601 Grounds
620 Buildings 127.02
640 Service Systems 395.44
680 Other Expenses 33.10
Capital Outlay
:
930 Building Alterations
& Additions 92.63
(See Spec. Accts
—
New Construction)
965 New Furnishings
975 Instructional Appa-
ratus 275.18
985 Othef Expenses
985-A Draw Sash-
Painting, etc. 299.50
5,586.46
555.56
667.31
Total High School 100,189.06
High School Evening:
Salaries & Wages
:
220 Director's Salary 72.00
240 Teachers 576.00
648.00
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Operation of Plant
:
501 Janitor's Salary 492.00
520 Fuel 200.00
540 Gas & Electricity 163.18
855.18
Total High School Evening 1,503.18
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
:
Instruction Salaries
:
Salaries & Wages
:
210-A Writing Service 840.00
240 Teachers 115,308.43
245 Substitute Teachers 3,119.38
245-A Teachers' Courses
226 Extra Clerical
119,267.81
Instruction Expenses :
210 Supervision Travel 360.63
235 Printing 10.50
250 Text & Reference
Books 3,178.92
270 Supplies 5,083.73
283 Supplementary Books 74.82
660 Instruction Apparatus
& Equip. 279.98
8,988.58
Operation of Plant
:
Salaries and W^ages
:
501 Janitor's Salaries
501-A Extra Helpers
Other Expenses
:
510 Janitors' Supplies
12,088.41
254.01
12,342.42
2,566.51
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520 Fuel 6,695.34
530 Water 176.89
540 Gas & Electricity 2,094.09
565 Telephone 293.31
580 Drayage 84.74
iMaintenance of Plant
:
601 Grounds 154.97
620 Building 735.04
640 Service Systems 1,345.14
680 Other Expenses 45.66
Capital Outlay
:
930 Building Alterations
& Additions 154.44
965 New Furnishings
975 Instructional Appa-
ratus 464.29
985 Other Expenses
985-A Draw Sash-
Painting, etc.
11,910.88
2,280.81
618.73
Total Elementary Schools 155,409.23
ELEMENTARY EVENING SCHOOLS:
Salaries & Wages
:
220 Director's Salary 206.50
240 Teachers' Salaries 1,349.50
Instruction Expenses :
210 Supervision Travel 11.37
1,556.00
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250 Text & Reference
Books
270 Supplies 2472
Operation of Plant:
501 Janitor's Salary
520 Fuel 417.59
540 Gas & Electricity 50.00
Total Elementary Evening School
DOMESTIC SCIENCE:
Salaries & Wages
:
240 Teachers' Salaries
Other Expenses
:
250 Text & Reference
Books
270 Supplies
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus
975 Capital Outlay
Total Domestic Science
CONTINUATION SCHOOLS:
Salaries & Wages
240 Teachers' Salaries
Other Expenses
:
250 Text & Reference
Books
270 Supplies 23.20
36.09
467.59
2,059.68
60.00
23.20
Total Continuation School 83.20
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HOUSEHOLD ARTS:
Salaries & Wages
:
240 Teachers' Salaries 5,252.07
Other Expenses
:
210 Supervision Travel 12.16
250 Text & Reference
Books 25.02
270 Supplies 330.73
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus 75.65
965 New Furniture 184.85
975 Capital Outlay 29.03
657.44
Total Household Arts 5,909.51
AUXILIARY AGENCIES:
Pupils
:
313 Transportation of
Pupils 13,724.77
360 Tuition to Other
Schools 658.76
14,383.53
Medical Services
:
Salaries &Wages
:
402 Physician 1,761.54
404 Nurse 2,794.15
4,555.69
Other Expenses
:
210 Travel for Nurse 116.05
270 Supplies
405 Telephone 157.82
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405-A Miscellaneous &
Supplies 84.65
358.52
Total Auxiliary Agencies 19,297.74
VISUAL AIDS:
Salaries & Wages
:
240 Teachers' Salaries 120.00
Other Expenses
:
270 Supplies 41.93
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus
965 Furnishings
975 Ecjuipment (New)
41.93
Total Visual Aids 161.93
MILITARY RETIREMENT FUND 2,208.56
COLE TRADE SCHOOLS:
General Control
Salaries & Wages
220 Director 5,002.31
225 Director's Clerk 2,178.95
226 Assistant Clerk 1,743.60
8,924.86
Other Expenses
210 Director's Travel 61.77
235 Printing, Supplies,
Postage 206.64
565 Telephone 207.53
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290 Commencement Ex-
pense 8770
Instruction Salaries
:
240 Teachers 52,099.07
245-A-Substitute Teachers 20.00
Instruction Expenses
:
250 Text & Reference
Books 253.14
270 SuppHes 3,601.09
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus 662.07
Operation of Plant
:
Salaries & Wages
:
501 Janitors 3,341.94
501-A Extra Helpers 47.26
Other Expenses
:
510 Janitor's Supplies 391.63
520 Fuel 2,103.23
530 Water 118.08
540 Gas & Electricity 668.16
580 Drayage 523.37
Maintenance of Plant : •
601 Grounds 9.53
620 Buildings 131.61
640 Service Systems 490.53
680 Other Expenses
563.64
52,119.07
4,516.30
3,389.20
3,804.47
631.67
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Capital Outlay
:
930 Building Alterations
& Additions 66.13
965 New Furnishings
975 Instructional Appa-
ratus 872.75
985 Other Expenses
938.88
74,888.09
100.00
80.00
2,046.39
2,226.39
Instruction Expenses
:
235 Principal's Office Sup-
plies
270 Supplies 367.25
250 Books
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus
Operation of Plant
:
501 Janitor's Salaries
Other Expenses
:
510 Janitors Supplies
520 Fuel
540 Gas & Electricity
Total Cole Trade School
COLE TRADE SCHOOL
EVENING EXTENSION
Instruction Salaries
:
Salaries & Wages
:
220 Director's Salary
225 Clerk
226 Assistant Clerk
240 Teachers
5.00
372.25
207.00
11.02
100.00
110.91
221.93
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Capital Outlay:
975 Instructional Appa-
ratus 85.52
Total Cole Trade School
Evening Extension 3,113.09
CONTINGENCY FUND:
Salaries & Wages
:
156 Superintendent's
Clerk
501 Janitors
Other Expenses
:
601 Drainage—West St.
270 Materials & Supplies 354.99
930 Petitions
985 Capital Outlay
250 Text & Reference
Books
520 Fuel 503.75
620 Buildings 1,151.40
640 Service Systems 288.00
660 Instructional Appa-
ratus
965 New Furnishings 178.76
313 Transportation
2,476.90
Total Contingency Fund 2,476.90
Total Schools from Town Appropriations 378,641.58
SMITH HUGHES FUND:
Salaries 8i Wages
:
240 Continuation Classes
240 Household Art Classes 278.27
240 Vocational Classes 4,292.43
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240 Vocational Evenings
Classes 59.61
4,630.31
Total Smith Hughes Fund 4,630.31
GEORGE HARDEN FUND
:
Salaries & Wages
:
240 Vocational 100.00
240 Practical Arts 45.00
240 Evening 279.00
210 Travel 54.00
478.00
Total George Barden Fund 478.00
Total Schools Expenditures
from Town Appropriations,
Smith Hughes, George Deen
and George Barden Funds 383,749.89
LIBRARY
JACOB EDWARDS MEMORIAL LIBRARY:
Salaries & W' ages :
101 Librarian 2,666.60
103 Assistants 5,427.93
150-51 Janitors 2,125.00
10,219.53
Books & Periodicals
:
201 Books 1,857.44
202 Periodicals 413.47
2,270.91
Binding:
250 Books & Periodicals 75.39
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Fuel & Lights
:
301 Fuel 508.93
302 Lights
508.93
Buildings
:
350 Repairs 6.70
501 Furniture & Furnish-
ings
304-06 All Other 41.62
48.32
Other Expenses
:
402-03 Stationery, Supplies
& Postage and Print-
ing & Advertising 190.62
Total Libraries from Town Appropriations 13,313.70
Library Expenditures from
Trust Funds
:
Mary Mynott Fund (See
Agency, Trust and In-
vestment)
Other Trust Funds (See
Library Trustees Report)
Total Schools & Libraries 397.063.59
RECREATION
RECREATION
:
Parks
:
Labor
Supplies
Loam & Seed
& UNCLASSIFIED
409.00
409.00
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Playgrounds
:
Instructors' Salaries 2,926.50
Travel Expenses 1.00
Equipment & Maintenance 11.75
Materials & Supplies 799.26
Sports, Games, Sets, Etc. 217.30
World War Memorial
:
Labor 221.50
Materials & Supplies .89
Trees & Spraying 120.00
Water & Lights 19.55
All Other 28.50
Swimming Pool Operation &
Maint. Acct
:
Instruction Salaries
:
Lifeguards & Instructors 1,788.50
Equipment & Maintenance 15.06
Grounds, Bldgs., & All
Other 73.49
Material & Supplies 102.05
Municipal Athletic Field
:
Caretaker 873.00
Ass't Caretakers 489.00
Labor 62.00
Power Mower, Sulke, Filing
Cabinet, Batters Cage
& Score Board 1,293.15
Truck Expense 5.45
Materials & Supplies 999.85
Fuel, Light & Water 179.36
Maintenance of Bldgs. &
Grounds 343.61
3,955.81
390.44
1,979.10
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Moving Equipment &
Maintenance 267.15
All Other & Advertising 6.88
4,519.45
World War II Honor Roll:
Electric Lighting 83.79
Repairs 21.50
Wreaths & Landscaping 96.85
Materials & Supplies 123.37
Insurance 15.00
340.51
Total Recreation 11,594.31
UNCLASSIFIED:
Damage to Persons & Property 473.85
Memorial Day Celebration 400.00
Armistice Day Celebration 300.00
Printing Town & Finance Com-
mittee Reports
:
Town Reports (1000) 1,093.70
Finance Reports (2500) 543.90
1,637.60
Pensions (Non-Contributory) 8,688.64
Insurance
:
Fire Insurance
:
Buildings & Contents 7,679.69
Fire, Theft & Collision
—
Automotive Equip. 1,825.43
9,505.12
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Indemnity Insurance :
Automotive Equipment
Liability
Workmen's Compensation &
Public Liability Includ-
ing Previous Year's
Audit
Boiler Explosion Liability
Buildings Liability
Airport Liability
1,87079
3,993.51
260.90
202.89
48.88
Town Clock
Town Manager or Repr. Form
of Government
Water & Ice
Outstanding Bills of Previous Years :
Town Hall 39.60
Infirmary 14.77
Veterans' Benefits 574.30
Public Welfare 45.00
Town Dump 125.00
Tree Warden 11.00
Parks 9.10
Total Unclassified
Total Recreation & Unclassified
6,376.97
631.89
22.00
490.23
818.77
29,345.07
40,939.38
CEMETERY
OAK RIDGE CEMETERY:
Salaries & W' ages :
Superintendent
Labor
416.66
4,308.85
4,725.51
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Other Expenses
:
Loam & Fertilizer, Etc. 179.23
Flowers & Trees 61.05
Markers 37.50
Equipment, Maintenance
& Tools 119.06
Team Hire 180.00
Snow Removal 70.00
Gasoline & Oil 36.97
Materials, Supplies & All
Other 174.87
858.68
Cemetery Improvement Account
:
Labor
Supplies & Materials 34.73
Stanley Trimmer & Oman
Generator 453.70
Equipment Rental 765.00
Loam 1,876.50
3,129.93
Total Cemetery 8,714.12
SPECL^L APPROPRIATIONS:
Oliver Street Sidewalk
:
Advertising 14.00
Beecher Street Sewer
:
Sewer Purchase 477.84
Rogers Street Sewer
:
Sewer Purchase 541.16
Lyons Street Sewer:
Sewer Purchase 104.48
Forest Avenue Sewer
:
(To Maple Terrace)
Advertising 14.00
Contract—Ciesla Bros. 3,006.30
3,020.30
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West Street Sewer
:
(From A. Blair to Beech
St. Sewer)
Advertising 14.00
Contract—Frank J.
Shields,Inc. ' 6,970.00
6,984.00
Dresser Street Athletic Field :
Committee Expense—Sup-
plies 4.98
Construction of Field House :
Advertising 14.00
Architectural Fees 400.00
Contract— H. U. Bails
Sons, Inc. 23,670.25
All Other 12.75
24.097.00
Grading & Drainage :
Contract—Atlas Con-
struction 2,541.20
Extra—Turf stripping
& relaying 282.00
2,823.20
Baseball Diamond Construction
Atlas Landscape 680.11
Grandstand & Bleachers
:
Grandstand 11,386.86
Portable Bleachers 10.117.80
Removing of 2 dugouts 100.00
New Dugouts 456.15
Drainage & Filling under
grandstand 495.34
Pump & Water Bubler 56.39
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Electric Lights 1.00
22,613.54
Fencing & Gate
:
Contract—Cyclone Fence
Div. 5,709.91
Extra 119.60
5,829.51
Total Dresser St. Athletic Field 56.048.34
Eastford Road—Chapter 90
Construction Contract
No. 10656 (1947)
Supervision
Labor 2,114.61
Truck Hire 892.75
Equipment Hire 3,507.50
Materials & Supplies 1,311.31
7,826.17
Brickyard Road Bridge
—
Chapter 90 Construction
Contract No. 10121(1946)
Contract—Frank J.
Shields, Inc. 1,865.61
Eastford Road—Chapter 90
Construction—Con-
tract No. 11335 (1948)
Advertising 22.85
Dennison Road Resurfacing:
(Lataille's Farm to Eastford
Rd.) (Cont'd '47)
Labor 708.65
Gravel 217.48
Materials & Supplies 2,224.81
Truck Hire 300.30
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All Other 20.05
Everett Street Resurfacing:
(Main St. to Elm St.)
Advertising 63.00
Contract—F. J. Shields,
Inc. 31,207.16
West Street Resurfacing:
(From South St., Southerly
1.3 miles)
Labor 1,800.01
Truck Hire 2,698.50
Materials & Supplies 2,166.91
Shovel Rental 1,899.75
Bulldozer Rental 608. 00
Gravel 713.75
Blackmore Road Widening:
Labor 79.20
Equipment Rental 286.50
Gravel 134.00
Dean, Benefits & Lens
Streets Curbing
Labor 572.18
Stone & Gravel 548.27
Road Oil 119.56
Charlton St. Storm Drain
(Mechanic St. Easterly to
Cady Brook 325 ft.) 14.00
3,471.29
31,270.16
9,886.92
499.70
1,240.01
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Contract—Ciesla Bros 1,286.00
1,300.00
21.00
250.00
2,400.00
436.04
35.00
471.04
Land Damages Acct.
—
Chap. 90 Work
M. Duhamel 150.00
Goddard Ct. Land Damages
:
Appraisal & Recording
Fees 89.60
Damages & Land Taking
McKinstry Ice Co. and
A. St. Onge, Attorney 3,000.00
P. & V. Caplette & A. St.
Onge, Attorney 12,000.00
Dean Brook Bridge
:
(Sewer Plant)
Advertising
Nuissance Brook Account
:
(Under Edwards Building)
Trahan Bros.
Marcy St. School Alterations
:
(Continued from 1947)
Carpentry Contract—H. U.
Bails & Sons, Inc.
Town Hall Alterations, Re-
pairs & Survey
:
(Continued from 1947)
Kennedy Electric
Emergency Lights
Norman Leblanc
Second Set-Tub &l Sink
15,089.60
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Alumni Field Purchase
:
Trustees of Alumni Field 4,620.00
Veterans' Graves
:
Maintenance 250.00
Flags & Markers 45.90
295.90
Total Special Appropriation 147,870.37
INTEREST & MATURING DEBT
INTEREST:
Temporary Loans
:
Anticipation of Revenue 1,785.28
General Loans
:
School Bonds 1,790.00
County TB Hospital Loan 363.36
Airport 225.00
Hamilton & Main Sts
Paving 240.00
South St. Paving 300.00
Worcester St. Sewer 350.00
3,268.36
Total Interest 5,053.64
MATURING DEBT:
Temporary Loans
:
Anticipation of Revenue 250,000.00
General Loans
:
School Bonds 10,000.00
County TB Hospital Dis-
trict 5,300.00
Airport 15,000.00
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Hamilton & Main Sts.
Paving 8,000.00
South St. Paving 6,000.00
Worcester St. Sewer 7,000.00
51,300.00
Total Maturing Debt 301,300.00
Total Interest & Maturing Debt 306,353.64
AGENCY, TRUST & INVESTMENT
AGENCY:
State Tax
State Auditing Tax 643.84
State Parks & Reservations
Tax 1,180.08
State Examination—Re-
tirement System 448.59
2,272.51
County Tax 36,138.72
County TB Hospital Main-
tenance 19,638.37
55,777.09
Dog Tax Fees Paid to County 1,951.80
Federal Withholding Tax 49,968.23
Blue Cross 3,588.98
TRUST & INVESTMENT
Cemetery Perpetual Care
Fund 1,175.00
Pensions & Retirement Fund 10,843.85
Other Permanent Trusts :
Ella M. Cole (Needy
School Children 92.12
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Mary Mynott( Library) 38.95
131.07
Investment Funds:
U. S. War Bonds
Post War Rehabilitation
Interest
Invested 2,531.25
Total Agency, Trust & In-
vestment 128,239.78
Refunds
:
Taxes—Poll—Real Estate 199.51
Motor Vehicle Excise Tax 807.44
1,006.95
State Teachers Retirement 10.15
Blue Cross 10.00
Ambulance Refunds 27.50
Engineering Salaries 100.00
Sewer Assessments 225.00
372.65
Total Refunds & Transfers 1,379.60
Total Payments for 1948 1,612,676.75
Cash on Hand, December
31, 1948 293,997.35
1,906,674.10
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LIST OF OUTSTANDING BILLS
December 31, 1948
Highways $13.64
Town Hall 156.00
Dog Officer 35.65
Municipal Athletic Field
Alaintenance 262.50
Public Welfare 88.00
Child Welfare 33.42
$589.21
$589.21
JOSEPH E. DESROSIER,
Tow^n Accountant
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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Southbridge, Mass.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING
December 31, 1948
"4
ORGANIZATION OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
1948-1949
Armand DeAngelis, Chairman, 333 Worcester Street 1951
Rosaire LaFle-che, 18 Hudson Avenue 1951
Paul H. Benoit, 236 West Street 1950
William J. Brunell, 153 Charlton Street 1950
Hector M. LeClair, Lebanon Hill 1949
Ernest Boyer, 251 Marcy Street 1949
MEETINGS OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE
The regular meetings of the School Committee are held on
the first Monday of each month at 7 :00 P. M. in the High School
building, except as follows:
In January, 2nd Monday
In March, 3rd Monday
In September, 2nd Monday
There are no regular meetings in July and August.
During the year 1948, the School Committee met the fol-
lowing number of times
:
Regular meetings 10
Special meetings 11
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
William L. Bourgeois Residence, 172 Dresser Street
Office : High School Building, Tel. 365
The Superintendent's office is open on school days from
8:00 to 11:30 A. M. and 1:30 to 5:00 P. M.
;
Saturdays: 9:00 to
11:30 A. M.
;
Monday and Wednesday evenings: 7:00 to 7:30
P. M. for work permits.
The Superintendent is available for conference by ap-
pointment. Call 365.
SUPERINTENDENT'S CLERK
Elsie A. Hofstra, 173 Sayles Street Tel. 1108
JACOB EUWAKDS LIBKAK^
2 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
SCHOOL PHYSICIANS
Dr. William Langevin, 24 Everett Street
Dr. Adah B. Eccleston, 62 Elm Street
Tel. 984
Tel. 32
SCHOOL NURSE
Edna C. Pinsonneault, 32 Taft Street Tel. 1961-J
SUPERVISOR OF ATTENDANCE
Robert B. Phipps, School Office Tel. 1750-M
SCHOOL CALENDAR—1949
Winter term, seven weeks
Spring term, seven weeks
Summer term, nine weeks
Fall term, sixteen weeks
January 3-February 18
February 28-April 15
April 25-June 24
September 7-December 22
NO-SCHOOL SIGNALS
2-2-2 on fire alarm at 7 :15 A.M. will indicate no morning session
for all grades.
The street lights will be on for 5 minutes beginning at
7 :15 A.M. also to indicate no morning session for all grades.
2-2-2 on fire alarm at 12 :30 P.M. will indicate no afternoon
session for all grades. The street lights will be on for 5
minutes beginning at 12:30 P.M. also to indicate no after-
noon session for all grades.
Even if there has been no morning session, there will be an
afternoon session unless signals are given.
The street light signals are provided through the courtesy
of Worcester County Electric Company.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
In Brief
:
Total Expenditures $386,153.76
Total Receipts Returned to Town Treas. 83,695.29
Net Cost to Town $302,458.47
In Detail
:
Receipts to School Department
Appropriation $384,450.61
Smith-Hughes Fund, U. S. Government 4,630.03
George Barden Fund $693.00
Balance Dec. 31, 1948 215.00
478.00
Total—Funds Available $389,558.64
EXPENDITURES
GENERAL CONTROL:
Salaries $9,557.10
Other expenses 1,389.82
$10,946.92
AUXILIARY AGENCIES
:
Transportation $13,724.77
Tuition to other schools 658.76
Compulsory attendance 395.29
School doctors 1,936.54
School nurse 2,619.15
Medical expenses 358.52
Total—Auxiliary Agencies 19,693.03
HIGH SCHOOL:
Instruction salaries $72,742.70
Instruction expenses
:
Textbooks 1,714.28
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Supplies 3,279.96
Other expenses 745.83
Operation of plant 12,642.63
Maintenance of plant 753.87
Capital outlay 859.60
Total—High School 92,738.87
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS:
Instruction salaries $127,049.45
Instruction expenses:
Textbooks 3,113.23
Supplies 4,934.67
Other expenses 469.95
Operation of plant 24,565.49
Maintenance of plant 2,662.81
Capital outlay 426.44
Total—Elementary Schools 163,222.04
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL:
Instruction salaries $65,436.36
Instruction expenses:
Textbooks 227.64
Supplies 3,489.39
Other expenses 356.19
Operation of plant 7,513.35
Maintenance of plant 1,344.67
Capital outlay 1,024.40
Total—Vocational School 79,392.00
EVENING HIGH SCHOOL
:
Instruction salaries $1,026.00
Operation of plant 792.00
Total—Evening High School 1,818.00
ELEMENTARY EVENING SCHOOL:
Instruction salaries $1,556.00
Instruction expenses 15.87
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Operation of plant
Total—Elementary Evening School
EVENING VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
:
Instruction salaries
Instruction expenses:
Textbooks
Supplies
Operation of plant
Maintenance of plant
Total—Evening Vocational School
HOUSEHOLD AKTS:
Salaries
Textbooks
Supplies
Other expenses
Capital outlay
Maintenance
Total—Household Arts
CONTINUATION SCHOOL:
Salaries
Supplies
Total—Continuation School
VISUAL AIDS
:
Salaries
Supplies
Total—Visual Aids
PLAYGROUNDS
:
Instruction salaries
Other expenses
150.00
1,721.87
$2,286.00
25.50
400.50
379.96
3.00
3,094.96
$5,527.34
25.02
338.10
11.35
213.88
75.65
6,191.34
$63.00
27.97
90.97
$120.00
29.43
149.43
$2,926.50
1,029.31
Total—Playgrounds 3,955.81
6 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
RETIREMENT FOR SERVICEMEN 661.62
CONTINGENCY FUND 2,476.90
Total Expenditures $386,153.76
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1948 3,404.88
$389,558.64
School Transportation (Chap. 71, Sec. 7A) $8,978.75
Massachusetts School Fund (Chap. 70,
Part I) 13,713.60
Vocational School (Coop.) State Grant 9,604.48
Vocational School (Day) State Grant 8,522.36
Vocational School—General Vocational 11,087.47
Household Arts—State Grant 2,557.59
Continuation School—State Grant 316.76
Adult Civic Education 774.25
Vocational School (Evening) State Grant 839.37
Worcester Evening Trade School 25.50
Lynn Industrial Shoemaking School 22.50
Smith-Hughes U. S. Government Fund 4,630.03
George Harden Fund 693.00
High School Tuition 9,672.71
Elementary School Tuition 1,175.30
Vocational School Tuition 10,771.76
Cole Trade High School—Goods Sold 391.86
Refunds 20.00
Southbridge Evening Distributive
Occupations School 12.00
Worcester Evening Practical Arts School 13.50
Worcester Part-Time Cooperative
Distributive Occupations School 87.50
Total $83,910.29
George Harden Fund—Balance, December 31, 1948 215.00
Total Receipts Returned to Town Treasurer $83,695.29
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 7
m
m
o
o o oo o o
b o o o
^ o o o
g3 OO rH^ C-^
CO of co"
o oO O
d do o
oooo(^?coooO O O p CO <x> o od d d d CO d d dOOOOOCOO(M
C\J^ rH^ (M^ CO OO^ Oi^ CO^
utT co" co~ co" (M" C^'^ C<f (M"
o oo o
d do o
CO Oi
oodo
(M
o od do o
OO TtH
oodo
(M
o oo od d
CZ2
o
OO
o
o
I—I ~M
'§ ^
Ph cm
02 O
o
o .2
t O
> <
o o o o
>i o o o o
03 O O
<X> rH^ C-^
02 crT co'^ co'
o o
t GO
^1
a?
o
O c3
.2 P
Ph
ft
02
o
I—
H
1^
o
o
w
o
02
W
w
02
o
o
•§
*s
a;
>
a;
I—
H
a
a
o
o
'Ph
Ph
PS
02
be
OS
O
o3 ^
O 02
OOOOCOCOOOOOOOOCOCDOpp
d d d d oc d d d dOOOOOCDOCviO
(M 05^ 00^ Oi^ GO^
u'tT csT co'~ co" csT (M*^ (m'^ co''
o
odo
o
U
03 O
o
p^ <^
u
>^ o3
:S W
O
p ^ ^
o b
-M p
o3 o; .^i
p P5 p
. o3
P
-Hj
?-i O O .T^
P O O
•5 P^ O
P
8 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
oO CO
O COO CO ooo
o oo o
o oo o
(^r (>f Tt^" co~ csf oo
o o o o o o op p o o o o o
IC O* O Q O O O
CO LO o u:> o o
00^ 0^_^ lO^ CO p^
Co'"' Cvf (m'' CsT C<r C^" CO'^
CO CO
O 00 COO LO Tt^
o w o
lO 05 o
o
O LO^ Lft) CO
CO CO CO CO CO
8g
o oo o
o o o o op p p p oO LC O CD OO 00 O lO o
(M CO CO (M
oo
o
o
o
(72
pa
'S
I—
(
-4-3
<1
g ^
O O CO o o oO CO p CO p o o
CD CO O CO o o oO CO O GO O O O
Oi^ t>-^ CO o <^1_
of of co" co" of of co"
r£3
o
o
o o o
o o o
o o oO o
o o oo o o
o
Oi^ co^ co^
of of of of of oi
o
o
w
o
p
<
Eh
I-:]
o
o
g
05
a>
1—4
OS
o
oo
8
''^ TjH O OQ O
CO CO Ci o
00 GO
p^ LO LO co^
irf co" co" co'' co" co'^
t
03
<D O
05 O
2 j2
p H
03 (S3
w w w J ^ ;^
a
o
Eh
W 2
i3 W O ^
^ ^
^ oPOP
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 9
O rji O t:- COO CO O 1-H
iri 00* o ci
CD rJH O CO
to lO^ t-:^
co'' co" rjT co"
O C> Tt^ OO O 00 OO O lO lOO TtH OO (M
lO^ IC LO^ r-H^
CO CO CO
o
b-OOOOOOOOCDOOOtHOOO
CO* o o o cri o o6 o
1—iLOOOtCOC^O
Oi^ 00^ LO^ t-^ 00 lO
co" cq" (m'^ (m'" csT cm" cm'^ <m"
o oo o
o o
CD O
lO LO
o oo o
o oo o
o o oo o o
o o oo o to
CO
LO 00 O
CD Ti^ O
LO lO LO
03
tic
m
• I—
I
s
CD
LO T-H
oi
oo
t-' O
CO
t-^ rt<^ Tt^^
Ttn" co'^ CO*"
oo
o
LO
o o
o o
LO LO O
00 (M Tt^
^
LO^ <ID^
co'^ co" co'^ co'^
LO
o
o
w
* «J
]^
o g o 00 o o OCD o o T—
1
o o o
CD o o o CTi o 00 o
1-H o o o LO o (M o
00 LO 00^ LO^ oo co'^
o
u
O p
5g
a;
^ p£3 rl^ J>
W •-;) H^J
o
o
s 3 .aOS O) ^
Ph PL, 02
o
o
02
Oh
OP
CO
o
.s
P^
03
?3 O OO fin O O
0)
O Q -73
W ^-^ 03
a:* cj
^ « IO Q 03
W ^
10 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
O O Tjl o oO O CO p o
J;^
O O CO* O O
JS O O CO lO LO
^ co^ co^ <:o_ t>-^
CO (M*^ csf (m" CvT C<r
OOOOIOOC^OOOCOOp CO p OO p iH p O p Tti pO CO O O O TjH O O O CO oOi—lOOUOOOOOOO
t-^ P^ OO^ ''^^ CO^ CO^ Oi^ t-^ 1—1
CO*' co'^ (m" (m" (m" c<r csT of of c^" (m"
sg
o oo
co" ccT
o oo o
o o
oo
o
oo
oo
C3
C6
•r-l
o
s.
p
03 CO
o ^ o oO CO o pO CO o oO CO LO
CO O-^ CO^
oq" c^r cq" (of
o
o
w
o
Q
o
o
<1
CO o
CO o
CO o
r-i CDO CI
CO
<I1
o o o oO rH O O O
o o o o
o o o o o o
CO »o co^ co^ o^^
cvf csT of csT cq~ of cvT cq"
CO
en
^ fto
o oO O
o o
CO o
p^ t-^
co'^ of
o
-si
^ 1 ^ § •§
•
-3 03 03 J3 o3
Ph 02 C» H
?3
o
o3
p^
03
.2
03 o3
^ :g
03 TO O a;O O ^
^ p^
p:;
X 02
=, 03 O
^ ^ g ^
03 =2
_r o
o
03
o
OS
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 11
CO
O O tr- tHO O CD CO O
OO O O T-H
CO LO O rtt
CJ CD CO t-
CO uo O
TtH O
tr- GO lo
<m" (m'' c^r csf of C^"^ (>f
rt^ O O O
oq p p O
iri, o o lo
Oi »o o (^^
t-^ CO CO Oi
(^r (m'^ (^r
o o oo o o COCO
LO O O GO*
(M O O O
CO <7i OQ O
Tt^ in
CO CO CO
O 00 CO 1-1
CO CO (M
GO O
COCQCOCO<MCQCO(M
OO
O
UO
O OO O
O OO lO
tH
oo
o
uo
o o
p p
uo o
CI o
o oo o
o oO lO
^ o o
CO O p CD CO
go" O O tH CO
CO uo O Ttt ^
Oi^ CO CO
of oq" of of oq'
tH Oo o
uo oo o
GO Uti
oq
I—1 o
o ^
w
>
uo o
CO CO
oq'^ of oi oq
o .S
o g
OP
s
.2
1-H I—
H
< <
oo
oo
of
o oo o
o oo o
as oq GC^ CO^
oq'^ oq'^ oq'
T*i Ut) b-
CO CO p
GO CO T-H
CO CO oqo
O H g
'II
S ^
G W M
3 J
O O
o
as
l_J CC o
^"^^ ICO CO
^ ^ <1
a .
^
a; ^
o) 0-1 -ii: o
W Eh
PM
(-1
;^
cd
o
p:^
03
.2
o
<D CO ^
p:) o K :z;
.-^ ^ ^
W w ^
cd O eo
P^ P^ c/2
12 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
02
xn
o
u
o
o oo o
riS O (M
CO LO
o o o oo o o o
o o o oO O O CO
05^ (M^ t-^
(M'' i-T (m" i-T
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
TtH^ CO T^H^ CO^ LO^ IJ^
of c<r (M'^ (M"^ (M'' CsT C\f (M"
o o oo o o
o' o oO lO LO
lO CO CD^
T-T of
oo
oo
o
o
o'o
O)
CZ2
o oo o
o
^ (^f csT
o
02
o o o oo o q o
o o o oO O O CO
Oi^ (M^ t-^
CCT rH~ CvT T-T
-a
o
02
02 m
CH 03
O -73
W <1
03
u
o3
o ^
O o3
02
o
03
o o oo o o
o o o
o o o
lO T^l TjH^
!>f c<r
ft
ft
o
o
02
o o o o oo o o p q
o o o o oo o o o o
CO^ TtH^
(^f cm" C^'^ (M*^ CvT
s - « a
a; o
I—j d
Pi 03
, 03
;h ft
<j o^ 03
03 a;
<13
f^t .
3 P=3
a> o
o ^
w §
02
P^
Q
<
o
Eh
o
o
p
o o o
o o o
o o oO lO
r-T CsT
c3
CD t/3
o3
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 13
o
Eh
o o o g QO o o oCO c> CO o
00 o 00* o CO iH 00*
1—1 00 T—
1
(M o 00 O CM O CO
Oi 00^ CO
CO c<r of co" co" co'' co'^ co'^ cm"
O o o o o O o o O oo o o o o CD o p O oo od o o CO rH 00* CM* t-'
CO 1—1 CM Tt^ LO CM iH 1—1
CO 1—1 CM LO CM CO rH
o
2 CD
#
o
o
o
w
I—
i
CM
^ CO <x>
o Q P
o o
CM +^
TJH ^
O O
03
U
(S3
P o
Tt^ ^ '?tl
o
o o oo
o*
o o
o O o
uo o O o
02 cm"^
Tin 00
cm'' cm'^ cm'^ CM*^
^ £ ^ -
CO
,_, ^ 03 t>
!3 ^ ^
^
o
o
W
o
o
>
hi:)
^ S 5 ^ ^
.
?H o d ^ S
P Q « ^ «
' 00 cn ^ ?2 <^lo LO ^ 00 ^ '-^ '-^
C3 4-j +j
03 cd <^
t-s O O O O O
00
CO CO
CO 00*
1—I CO
CO*' CM*^
Cd
o o
o o
o oo
CM
00 o
\6 o
01 uo
CO CO CM CM
I 'g 3
cd w o
^-^^ cd g
^
^'^
h:; :z; e
c3 c(3
o o)
> Q
be a>
C3 -1-3
W c3
-^^ p
<1> c«
S S
^ 1
S~i o
o a>
rH
O
O J=!
-a §
C3 ;3
o H
14 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
oo CO olit) CO
CO
i—H
OO CO g oo 1—1 Oo
oo (M'Oi 1—1
oo^
GO
O 1—1
1—1
lO
CO
CO
r-l
c<io
rH
as
o
QO
to" CO co'' co'~ co'^ co" co'^ co" co'^ CO co" (M"
8 oo oo oo oo Oo OO oo oo O OO Opoo
T—
1
CO
o o6
CO
rH
CQ (M*
Oi
rH
CO
rH
CO
o
lO
rH
00 (M'
CO
rH
o
tH
o
OD
o
o
o
o
I—
H
Eh
<
o
>
>
^ rH
^ "i^' ^ o d o d o d d d
I , I
I ' I I
rH^QOOOCOGOCOGOGOQOOOCOGO
> >O O o o > > >o o o o o
^ o
% <
cd p3 S oj
S-i O rH
P o o o
^=3 ^
o
a;
o
c3 a;
Ph P
o
CZ2 02
GO
>O
o o O CO o o O tH oo CO UO p p CO rH o GO o O iO oo CO GO* lO GO* ai o* LO O l> oo LO rH CO OO (M oo lo rH^
ITS' CO co'^ co" co" CO~' CO*' co'" co'" co" co" co"
5h O
03
IB
p 5?
> Q
bp 0)
1^
« s
.S
B §
a;
a
HI c3
0)
W bD
:3
o W
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 15
o O o o Q o O Oo P o o LO O GO CO
CO LO ^' (M' (M' o rH
GO CO CO CO CO o Tin
CO tH CO^ 05
c<r co'" of
o 8 o o o o o o O oo o lO iq o iq o o p
CO o Tin cvi LO (m' o lO
CO o CO CO CI CO Oi 05
iH CO rH tH rH rH tH rH
GO CO
> >
o o
o op p
TtH O
(M O
ZQQ
:z;
PO
o
<^
w
oooooooo
bx) bib &x) &yb bi bi bb fci)
I I I I I I I I
rHrHrHrHrHiHrHiH
^^^^^^^^
o oo o O O O t:-O O O CO COlOOOOQOt-COCOOOOOOOTtHCOLOCDOCOOrHtr-
CO (M <M oq CO
W
O
»—
I
0^
W ^ ^
o
1 «^
i I-"CC CO <v)
^ ^
16 TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
REPORT OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Members of the Southbridge School Committee
and to the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
It is my privilege to submit herewith a third annual re-
port, the sixty-fourth in the series of reports by the Superin-
tendents of Schools.
Another year finds the challenge to Education never greater
in any period of our country's history than it is at the moment.
The critical problems of today's world upon which the very issues
of war or peace and democratic survival seem to hinge have
reached the heart of every community and have taken their toll.
This is a period of stress, strain and confusion. But education
has a stake in the solution of those problems beginning on the
community level ; to that end, it has the responsibility of develop-
ing those understandings, attitudes, and that kind of citizenship
that will guarantee the preservation and the promotion of civic
betterment. The only thing the members of a free society need
fear is ignorance.
Education is not a destination, it is a journey—always we
are en route. Through the myriad administrative details the
reason for the schools' existence has not been overlooked. We
have endeavored to focus our attention upon the child
—
your
child—in whatever grade he may be—his needs, interests, apti-
tudes and aspirations. Education has continued its process of
preparing the future citizens and leaders of tomorrow with the
same underlying principles: accepting the child, or the youth,
where he is, helping him to make effective adjustments to his en-
vironment while providing for the fullest growth and develop-
ment of that individual as a person.
We will not be deterred in our belief that education must
strive continually to attain complete realization of the individu-
al's abilities at each stage of his development. Education will
then have best prepared him to cope with those problems which
every day life in all its aspects will present. The school of to-
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day functions with a deep concern for the wliole child
—
physical,
mental, emotional—with the child's interests, tastes and habits
of conduct, as well as with his abilities: those powers to reason
and to remember. We are concerned with his personality, with his
social understanding and social skills, as well as with his intel-
lectual mastery of subjects. But, we are not interested in the
master}^ of subject matter: it is more in what this mastery does
to improve his understanding of and interest in himself and his
physical and social world. In other words, w^e feel that, as the
child reacts to the very first experiences of learning the 3 R 's, or
as the youth reacts to the more mature considerations of the basic
psychological and social aspects of current world problems, he
should profit by these experiences to improve his behavior and
to establish those patterns of conduct that make him more ame-
nable to the exigencies of life itself.
We realize that schools must be flexible to meet changing
conditions as well as to allow for more pronounced individual dif-
ferences among children and youth : cultural values need to be
stressed more accurately
;
spiritual values need to be rediscovered
while every attempt needs to be made to elaborate human rela-
tions in all its aspects. Education is a continuous process and to
that end we will maintain continuous research and planning in
our educational program in order to meet the needs of the children
and the youth of today, to develop better-disciplined minds as
we move forward confidently to equip these same youngsters
to face the world of tomorrow.
ENROLLMENT
The enrollment in the Public Schools on October 1, 1948 was
1800 as compared with 1788 on October 1, 1947.
The enrollment in the Elementary Schools on October 1, 1948
was 1141 as compared with 1091 on October 1, 1947.
The consequences of the increased birthrate during and
since the war years have necessitated the opening of two addi-
tional first grades: one at the Charlton Street School, which also
accommodates a group from the Marcy Street School, and one at
the Eastford Road School.
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The enrollment in the Public Schools as of January 3, 1949, is
as follows:
Charlton Eastford Marcy V V Co 1/ TtiTrpy-Ltl V Ci
Vjrl alit; otreet i\oaa otreet ftfrppt ftfrppt Total
1 A 31 25 30 32 18
IB 32 19 187
2 A 24 23 34 34 12
2B 23 150
3 37 34 35 37 143
4 A 24 34 23 38
4B 23 142
5A 25 32 31 40
5B 17 145
6 A 30 22 32 22
6B 24 130
7 A 22 27 18 23
7B 22 112
8 32 22 21 23 98
Man. Arts 19 29 • 48
319 261 243 273 59
Mary E. Wells High—Freshmen
Sophomores
Juniors
Seniors
131
112
102
116
1155
Cole Trade High -Day
Cooperative
169
64
461
233
GRAND TOTAL 1849
The facilities of our Elementary Schools are overtaxed to a
great extent
—
1. The Charlton Street School is using the stage of the audi-
torium-gymnasium for a small classroom, and one class is
being held in a partitioned portion of the gymnasium.
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2. The Eastford Road School has had to use its library to take
care of a class, as well as its activity room.
3. The West Street School is still using its library for a class-
room.
4. The Marcy Street School with only eight rooms has lost a
portion of its first grade which was combined with an over-
flow in the first grade at the Charlton Street School to form
the first grade class that is using the Charlton Street School
g^^mnasium.
In the High School Building all available space is being
used to best- advantage. In fact, there is need of an additional
room to take care more adequately of the recently created Manu-
al Arts class, as a preparatory course for Trade School aspirants.
THE SCHOOL BUDGET
The Town Meeting of March, 1948, voted the School Depart-
ment the total amxount of $384,450.61, which was a decrease of
$10,000.00 from the original Estimate of Expenditures voted by
the School Committee on December 19, 1947, in the amount of
$394,450.61. The results were as follows:
All Other
Salaries Expenses Total
Original Request ' $323,898.67 $61,085.00 $384,983.67
Town Meeting Vote 310,000.00 64,983.67 374,983.67
The salary increases for "the teachers and all other academic
personnel" voted by the School Committee on December 19, 1947
was denied by the voters. However, on August 10, 1948, the
School Committee, under certain mitigating circumstances, voted
"to abide by the original vote of the School Committee of De-
cember 19, 1947," and the teachers and all other academic per-
sonnel were granted the $200.00 raise of salary as originally re-
quested and voted.
By the same vote in March, 1948 the All Other Expenses Ac-
count was increased by $3,898.67. This permitted the school com-
mittee to authorize much needed repair and maintenance work, as
well as to meet more adequately the ever-increasing costs of school
materiel.
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The Estimate of Expenditures for the fiscal year 1949, as
voted by the School Committee on December 6, 1948 shows the
following increases
:
The increase in salaries is accounted for by normal yearly in-
crements, according to the salary schedule, and by the increases
due to the establishment of ' ' Service Pay. ' ' The total service pay
increase amounts to $2,825.
The increase in All Other Expenses is accounted for mostly
by the needed repairs for the reopening of the Mechanic Street
School, which will eventually accommodate four Kindergarten
groups and one first grade. Numerous details of repairs and
maintenance must also be attended to without much delay.
STATE AID FOR SCHOOLS
By virtue of an Act of the State Legislature in June, 1948,
the dawn of hope for relief to the taxpayer became a reality.
The Commonwealth increased its aid to Public Schools from 5 to
15 millions, for the purpose of promoting ^'the equalization of
educational opportunity in public schools of the Commonwealth
and the equalization of the burden of the cost of schools to the
respective towns. ' ' According to the new formula on which the
redistribution of State Income Tax will be made, the Town of
Southbridge will receive on account of its Day High and Ele-
mentary Schools the sum of $82,999. Based on the old formula,
Southbridge has averaged receipts of slightly more than $13,000.
This means an actual increase of $69,747.00, over the amount in
school aid from the state in 1948.
It is true that there is ''no new money," originating from
some new form of tax levy in the State, but the new formula is
definitely a redistribution of tax money in the State and accord-
ing to most reliable sources, the Town of Southbridge should
benefit by an additional 40 to 50 thousand dollars. This amount
as derived from the new formula ''must be considered as aid to
schools. This is both the spirit and the letter of the law. Con-
trary statements are open to serious challenge, ' ' as expressed in a
Salaries
All Other Expenses
1948 1949 Increase
$310,000.00 $336,862.31 $26,862.31
64,983.67 66,417.40 1,433.73
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communication from the Massachusetts Council for Public
Schools.
TUITION RATES
The School Committee voted, as in past years, to increase
the per capita tuition rates, effective January 1, 1949 for the en-
suing year . The tuition rate is determined according to a formu-
la specified by the State Department of Education ; it inevitably
reflects the rising costs of education.
FORMULA: "The expenditure for support, exclu-
sive of general control and transportation to the school
within the town for the year ending June 30, 1948,
divided by the average membership of the school for
that year."
Comparative figures for the last three consecutive years
will beat" out the rapid rise in school materiel and salaries
:
1947 1948 1949
High School $135.00 $145.00 $179.00
Elementary School 110.00 120.00 141.00
SALARIES
Teachers' salaries are still considered low—low in absolute
terms ; low in relation to the importance of their work ; low in re-
lation to earning possibilities in other fields. The present maxi-
mums are
:
Non-Degree $2,600.00
Bachelor's Degree 2,900.00
Master's Degree 3,200.00
The Trade School salaries are now $3440 and $3640 depending on
requirements of the State Department.
The present cost of living index has completely offset the
previous increases in teachers' salaries. Teachers in most com-
munities are not able to maintain the standard of living that is
expected of them. They are reacting by demanding further in-
creases in salaries, by accepting higher paying teaching positions
elsewhere or by leaving the profession.
It must be remembered that there is still a definite short-
age of teachers, especially for the elementary schools, and par-
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ticularh^ in the primary grades. Salaries of teachers have been
recently increased in most communities, due to increased State
Aid. Our schedule is still not high enough to be a strong draw-
ing power. In many instances, salary schedules that were adopt-
ed last year are now inadequate and fail to meet the prevailing
competition of even those communities nearest us. Teaching is
a profession and due consideration need be given your teachers
—
the teachers in your schools. They are the ones who are sharing
with you the duty of bringing up your children. Is it not only
fair that your teachers should be given the same consideration
that you yourselves would expect to receive. They in turn will
give you all that service commensurate with your best expecta-
tions.
KINDERGARTENS
The establishment of Kindergartens in the Southbridge Pub-
lic School System will fulfill a long-felt want. It was voted by
the School Committee on September 13, 1948 ''to open kinder-
garten classes October 1st pending a meeting with the Board of
Selectmen and members of the Finance Committee."
Due to the need of many repairs at the Mechanic Street
School, delay in opening has been inevitable. It is planned,
however, that if kindergartens are opened only for the second
half of this school year they will have served their purpose for
this year. The children who would normally have entered the first
grade in September, 1949, will be that much better prepared to
cope with their first classroom problems.
A kindergarten is not an institution devoted only to the en-
tertainment and care of small children. It recognizes certain edu-
cational responsibilities such as development of health concepts,
instruction in organized community life, development of manual
skilles, introduction of the pupils to rhythm, music, art, and other
expressions and appreciations.
It is obvious that children who have the benefit of kinder-
garten training have a distinct advantage when they enter first
grade. Kindergarten pupils are given opportunities to partici-
pate in actual social situations and they are initiated to the ele-
mental phases of reading, writing and numbers. Interests are
developed and widened as they progress with the group. It is a
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foundation without equal for the first grade ; it is the threshold
of those first experiences that are most meaningful in a child's
life.
TRAXSPORTATIOX OF PUPILS
The following is a quotation from Chapter 71, Section 68 of
the General Laws: '^If the distance between a child's residence
and the school he is entitled to attend exceeds two miles and the
nearest school bus stop is more than one mile from such resi-
dence and the school committee declines to furnish transporta-
tion, the department, upon appeal of the parent or guardian of
the child may require the town to furnish the same for a part or
for all of the distance between such residence and the school . ..."
The present policy, as established by vote of the School
Committee on October 4. 1948, is to provide transportation for
pupils in grades 1 to 4 Avho live a distance of one mile or more
from school, and to pupils in grades 5 to 12 who live one and one-
half or more miles from school. The busses in general follow
the main traveled roads and it is necessary for some pupils to
walk a short distance to and from their homes to regular bus
stops.
Definite routes have been established and adequate servi-ee
is being given. It is only in extreme bad weather or when roads
are in icy condition that the busses will have difficulty in making
their scheduled runs.
Pupils given transportation as of January 1, 1949:
School Attended No. Pupils
Mary E. Wells High 40
Marcy Street 56
West Street 16
River Street 8
Cole Trade High 9
Eastford Road 17
Charlton Street 16
Notre Dame 87
St. Mary's 20
Sacred Heart 25
Total 294
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BEHAVIOR OF PUPILS
Several reports from bus drivers as well as parents have been
received from time to time regarding misbehavior, loud disturb-
ing talk, and unnecessary roughness on some of the busses. It is
only fair to expect that pupils behave themselves in an orderly
manner on all school busses, and the cooperation of all parents
is requested in this important matter. Any pupil who persists
in disobeying the elementary rules of good conduct will be put
off the bus and be forbidden further use of school bus transpor-
tation until the matter is settled with the parents and the Super-
intendent of Schools.
It is most appropriate at this time to point out the provisions
of the recent SCHOOL BUS LAW. During the sessions of the
Legislature in 1947, there was passed the SCHOOL BUS LAW,
a law having to do with the approaching of or passing of school
busses on the highway by other vehicles. The following is the
law in regard to passing or approaching school busses
:
''In approaching and passing a school bus which
has been stopped to allow passengers to alight from or
board the same, the person operating a motor vehicle
shall, except when approaching such school bus
from the opposite direction on a divided highway, bring
such motor vehicle to a full stop immediately before
passing said school bus, and shall not thereafter pro-
ceed at a rate of speed in excess of ten miles per hour
while passing such school bus
;
provided that such school
bus bears the words ' School Bus ' in letters of such size
and types as are visible at a distance of at least three
hundred feet in the direction toward which it is facing
and in the reverse direction."
SCHOOL AND HOME RELATIONSHIPS
It is universally recognized that a good educational pro-
gram is concerned with public relations and our nearest public
are the parents of these children and youngsters in our schools.
Schools do not belong to the teaching profession, nor to any other
single group of citizens. Schools operate for the general public
good. They are the most public of public institutions. Besides
paying the bills, the public should be deeply concerned with what
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their schools are doing. Experience in many other communities
has shown that only through public interest, alertness, and par-
ticipation can a community have an outstandingly good school
system.
It is gratifying indeed to the present Administration to have
seen founded in recent months the several Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciations in the various elementary school districts. Since mod-
ern schools emphasize close home and school relationship, par-
ents need to become active participants in school programs if
they are to grasp the significance of school, and it is equally true
that teachers cannot work understandingly with children until
they are acquainted with home backgrounds. This partnership
should be a UNION HAVING MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
FOR THE SINGLE PURPOSE OF BENEFITTING THE
CHILD. This is a basic philosophy and to that end teachers will
even be encouraged to promote it by home visits. Every effort
will be made to create a mutual understanding between the school
and the home.
It may very w^ell be that we have reached a point in the de-
velopment of our town when every citizen is confronted with the
choice as to whether the town will slip back or move ahead;
whether it will deteriorate or grow; whether it will decline or
progress. Only one answer is to be expected ; we shall not be con-
tent to gaze backward with resignation when we can look forward
with confidence.
As the citizens of Southbridge take steps to solve some of
the most baffling problems of their corporate existence, their
schools, too, look with confidence to the opportunity of helping
to build a better town through better schools.
The above observations have been a mere consideration of
some of the important topics concerning the administration of
your schools.
In conclusion, I wish to express my intense appreciation to
the entire personnel of the department for their loyalty and co-
operation, for their conscientious and efficient w^ork during the
year. To the citizens of Southbridge my heartfelt thanks for
their cooperation in assisting to solve the many problems of the
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school year. We are equally indebted to the other town depart-
ments who have been willing to assist us by pooling their re-
spective facilities.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM L. BOURGEOIS,
Superintendent of Schools
STATISTICAL REPORT
Throughout this report, the year relative to attendance ex-
tends from September, 1947 to July, 1948. The year relative to
expenditures extends from January 1, 1948 to Januar}^ 1, 1949.
L—SCHOOL BUILDINGS (Including Cole Trade H. S.)—1948
No. Buildings—Occupied 7 No. Buildings—Unoccupied
No. Classrooms—Oc.3upied 84 No. Classrooms—Unoccupied
II.—TEACHERS (Including Cole Trade High School)
Number Men Teachers 34 Number Women Teachers 57
III.—PUPILS
Number of children in town October 1, as reported by the cen-
sus enumerator:
Between the ages of 5 and 7 542
Between the ages of 7 and 14 1,475
Between the ages of 14 and 16 360
Total persons between ages of 5 and 16 2,377
Total Enrollment PUBLIC SCHOOLS 1947 1948
From September to June 1,644 1,574
Number between 5 and 7 143 169
Number between 7 and 14 923 860
Number between 14 and 16 337 313
Number over 16 years of age 241 232
Average membership 1,565 1,299
Average daily attendance 1,498 1,462
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STATISTICAL REPORT (Continued)
Total Enrollment NOTRE DAME
From September to June 574 648
Number between 5 and 7 146 147
Number between 7 and 14 364 428
Number between 14 and 16 48 57
Number over 16 years of age 16 16
Average membership 552 658
Average daily attendance 533 608
Total Enrollment STE. JEANNE D'ARC
From September to June 343 331
Number between 5 and 7 27 83
Number between 7 and 14 241 229
Number between 14 and 16 21 18
Number over 16 years of age 1 1
Average membership 375 318
Average daily attendance 354 313
Total Enrollment ST. MARY'S
From September to June 222 218
Number between 5 and 7 22 34
Number between 7 and 14 157 155
Number between 14 and 16 23 23
Number over 16 years of age 20 6'
Average membership 221 220
Average daily attendance 208 210
Total Enrollment COLE TRADE HIGH SCHOOL
From September to June 208 145
Number between 14 and 16 77 ^ 78
Number over 16 years of age ' 131 67
Average membership 145 132
Average daily attendance 134 124
Total Enrollment COLE TRADE HIGH COOPERATIVE
SCHOOL
From September to June 102 90
Number over 16 years of age 102 90
Average membership 60 55
Average daily attendance 57 52
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STATISTICS FROM SCHOOL REGISTERS
School Year Ending July 1, 1948
Aver.
Tot. jjaiiy Aver. X . Kj.
Boys Girls Tot. Mem. Att. Mem. of Att.
M. E. Wells H. S. 210 281 491 491 445.81 468.98 97.17
Charlton St. Gr. 8 9 15 24 24 22.67 23.15 98.05
Charlton St. Gr. 7 17 17 34 35 33.12 34.05 97.47
Charlton St. Gr. 6a 11 13 24 24 22.93 24.00 94.74
Charlton St. Gr. 6b 12 12 24 24 20.98 22.5 96.86
Charlton St. Gr. 5 16 20 36 36 33.64 34.89 96.39
Charlton St. Gr. 4a 10 9 19 19 17.78 18.26 97.31
Charlton St. Gr. 4b 18 9 27 28 24.98 26.69 94.70
Charlton St. Gr. 3a 13 14 27 27 24.41 25.59 90.45
Charlton St. Gr. 3b 14 11 25 27 25.17 26.08 96.59
Charlton St. Gr. 2 15 12 27 26 23.10 24.77 93.76
Charlton St. Gr. 1 11 16 27 28 24.48 26.15 94.07
Total 146 148 294 298 273.26 286.13 95.49**
East'rd Rd. Gr. 8 8 14 22
East'rdRd. Gr. 7 17 12 29
East'rd Rd. Gr. 6 12 17 29
East'rd Rd. Gr. 5 8 12 20
East'rd Rd. Gr. 4 15 14 29
East'rd Rd. Gr. 3 15 20 35
East'rd Rd. Gr. 2 18 20 38
East'rd Rd. Gr. la 14 11 25
East'rd Rd. Gr. lb 14 11 25
Total 121 131 252
** An Average.
22 20.61 21.08 97.73
29 26.60 27.82 95.5
29 26.77 27.77 96.39
20 17.75 18.52 95.95
30 27.43 28.64 95.79
35 32.27 33.87 95.27
37 33.48 35.73 93.73
25 22.98 23.91 96.10
25 22.27 23.75 94.21
252 230.16 241.09 95.63**
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STATISTICS FROM SCHOOL REGISTER (Continued)
A.ver.
Tot. Daily Aver. P. C.
Boys Girls Tot. Mem. Att. Mem. of Att.
Marev St Gr 8 14 10 24 25 oo .yjC)
Marcy St. Gr. 7 15 13 28 32 27.19 28.00 94.98
Marcy St. Gr. 6 12 10 22 26 20.07 21.49 93.38
Marcy St. Gr. 5 14 13 27 28 26.29 27.47 95.90
Marcy St. Gr. 4 22 11 33 34 31.87 33.12 96.23
Marcy St. Gr. 3 14 14 28 29 26.36 27.05 97.46
Marcy St. Gr. 2* 22 10 32 35 27.34 29.01 94.22
Marcy St. Gr. 1* 22 16 38 41 33.09 35.29 93.75
Total 135 97 232 250 213.75 223.94 95.20**
West St. Gr. 8 9 17 26 29 26.70 27.33 94.24
West St. Gr. 7 11 19 30 30 23.41 24.66 94.93
West St. Gr. 6 20 13 33 33 25.29 26.67 94.74
West St. Gr. 5a 13 11 24 24 21.40 22.60 94.70
West St. Gr. 5b 7 15 22 24 22.37 23.03 95.67
West St. Gr. 4 20 17 37 37 33.82 35.36 95.64
West St. Gr. 3 19 20 39 39 36.83 37.72 97.06
West St. Gr. 2* 12 21 33 36 31.20 32.60 95.72
West St. Gr. 1=^ 17 14 31 39 30.13 32.44 94.08
Total 128 147 275 291 251.15 262.41 95.08**
River St. Gr. 1 2 2
River St. Special 17 17 26 16.33 17.57 93.06
River St. ungraded 6 7 13 26 15.40 16.52 93.31
Total 25 7 32 52 31.73 34.09 93.18**
* Includes 18 boys and 7 girls transferred to River Street Sehool
when reopened, November 4, 1947.
** An Average.
. ACOB EDWARDS LIBRAKY
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ENROLLMENT BY AGE AND GRADE
September 1947 — June 1948 (Girls)
Grade 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Tot.
I 16 47 4 1 68
II 19 33 4 5 1 62
III 13 41 8 5 4 3 74
IV 19 26 10 4 1 60
V 18 29 13 8 1 2 71
VT 1 ^JLO 7 5
VII 13 29 11 6 2 61
VIII 12 28 13 3 56
IX 17 44 14 1 76
1 19 37 10 4 71
XI 21 28 14 63
XII 1 27 36 6 70
Ungraded 1 1 2 3 7
Total 16 66 50 64 58 61 59 65 66 91 81 66 54 6 803
ENROLLMENT BY AGE AND GRADE
September 1947 June 1948 (Boys)
Grade 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Tot.
I 19 56 5 80
II 11 39 17 1 1 69
III 17 44 11 4 4 80
IV 10 49 11 8 4 3 85
V 7 19 17 11 3 57
VI 8 24 14 9 8 4 67
VII 6 21 12 15 4 2 60
VIII 7 23 3 5 1 39
IX 11 26 10 47
X 1 8 32 11 3 1 56
XI 11 30 12 5 58
XII 16 24 9 49
Ungraded 2 2 1 2 2 6 7 1 23
Total 19 67 61 71 69 45 61 59 64 66 73 61 39 15 770
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CHANGE OF TEACHERS
SEPARATIONS
January—Resigned—Cecelia Lamy River Street School
February—Resigned—Barbara Bilsey Eastford Rd. School
March—Resigned—John T. Maloney River Street School
April—Resigned—Grace Keenan Mary E. Wells High School
June—Retired—Laura B. Desmarais Marcy Street School
June—Resigned—Irma Sherin West Street School
June—Separated—Mary Lynch - Marcy Street School
June—Separated—Mary Winn Eastford Road School
July—Resigned—Hannah B. Cook Mary E. Wells High School
July—Resigned—Norman G. Tardiff
July—Resigned—Frank J. Jordan
July—Resigned—Dorothy E. Cargill
August—Resigned—Edith C. Howes
August—Separated—Alma Abramson
September—Resigned—George Kerivan
October—Resigned—Helen Melvin
Mary E. Wells H. S.
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
Cole Trade H. S.
Charlton Street School
APPOINTMENTS
February—Ellwood S. Jenness, Jr.
March—Claude D. Lacouture
August—Theodore T. Finnerty
August—Malcolm F. Nash
August—Robert B. Wilkie
August—Arthur D. Lane
August—John C. Welch
August—Mary V. Thornton
August—Gladys Howes
August—Evangeline Towse
August—Francis Beaudette
September—Helen Melvin
September—Josette Maynard
October—Helen Golden
November—Ruth E. Mahan
November—Ann I. Richardson
December—Alice Sullivan
Eastford Road School
Industrial Arts
Charlton Street School
West Street School
Marcy Street School
Mary E. Wells High School
Mary E. Wells High School
Eastford Road School
Charlton Street School
River Street School
River Street School
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
Eastford Road School
Charlton Street School
Charlton Street School
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CORPS OF TEACHERS
January 1, 1949
Name App't Position Traininff for Pos.
William L. Bourgeois, A.B.
M.A. 1946
Robert B. Philips, A.B.
M.Ed 1947
Marjorie Nichols, B.S.Ed.
M.A. 1943
Eleanor S. Van Etten, A.B.
B. Music 1947
Constance M. L'Ecuyer,
B.S.Ed., M.A. 1940
Elsie A, Hofstra 1933
Superintendent—Assumption
College (a), Boston College
Graduate School (b). Har-
vard (c). University of Paris,
France (c), University of
Connecticut (c)
Director of Occupational Guid-
ance and Placement — Clark
University (a), Boston Uni-
versity (b) (c)
Elementary School Supervisor
—North Adams (a), Colum-
bia (b) (c), Fitchburg T. C.
(c)
Music Supervisor—Wells Col-
lege (a), New York U. (c),
Schola Cantorum, Paris (c),
Surette School (c), Christian-
sen School (c), Diller Quaile
School (c)
Director of Americanization
—
Fitchburg T. C. (a), B. U.
(b), Boston Nursery School,
Smith College Kindergarten,
Worcester T. C, Columbia U.,
Extension Courses (c)
Secretary to Superintendent
—
Becker's Business College
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
MARY E. WELLS HIGH SCHOOL
Name App't Position Training for Pos.
James M. Robertson, B.S.
M.Ed. 1937 Principal—Boston University (a)
(b) (c), Harvard (c), Mass.
Extension Service (c), Rhode
Island College of Education
(c)
Nora B. Adams 1947 Secretary to Principal—Mary E.
Wells High School
Paulin M. Aucoin, B.S. 1921 Commercial, Treasurer of Stu-
dent Activities Funds—Bos-
ton University (a) (c)
Dorothy L. Bartoli, B.S.
Ed. 1935 English, Speech, Modern His-
tory—Worcester T. C. (a),
Clark (c)
Kathryn Beauregard, A.B.
M.A. 1922 French, Spanish, Jr. Red Cross—
Middlebury (a) (b), Boston
University (c)
Claire Birtz 1937 Art—Worcester School of Art,
Boston University
Rose Brodeur, B.S. 1939 Social Studies, Dramatic Club-
Boston University (a) (c),
N. Y. University (c), Middle-
bury (c)
Constance Coderre, B.S. 1929 Commercial, Student Council
—
Simmons (a), Boston Univer-
sity (c), Columbia (c)
Louise B. Corbin 1924 Home Economics, Sr. Red Cross
—Fitchburg T. C, Wheaton,
Simmons
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
MARY E. WELLS HIGH SCHOOL (Continued
Name App't Position Training for Pos.
Thecla Fitzgerald, A.B.
M.Ed. 1926 English, Crimson and Gray—
Radcliffe (a), Boston Univer-
sity (b)
C. Est: lie Hefner,
Ph.B. 1933 Latin—Brown University (a),
Boston University (c)
Persis F. Howe, B.S.Ed. 1930 Commercial—Salem T. C. (a),
Columbia (c), Clark (c)
Barbara H. Kyrios, B.S.
Ed. 1940 Home Economics—Framingham
T. C. (a),FitchburgT. C. (c)
Lesley College
Lewis A. Kyrios, A.B.
M.A. 1933 Biology, History, Coach—Tufts
(a) (b), Boston University
(c). University of Conn, (c)
Eino Laakso, A.B.,
M.A. 1945 Algebra, General Science, Eng-
lish—Clark (a) (b), Boston
University (c)
Arthur D. Lane, B.S.Ed.
M.Ed., M.A. 1948 Social Studies—Fitchburg T. C.
(a) (b), Clark (c)
Cecile P. LeClair,
B.S.Ed., M.A. 1936 English—Worcester T. C. (a),
Columbia (b) (c),
Harry J. McMahon,
Ph.B., M.Ed. 1926 Chemistry, Physics, Coach—Holy
Cross (a), Boston University
(b)
,
Harvard (c)
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
MARY E. WELLS HIGH SCHOOL (Continued
App't Position Training for Pos.Name
Flora Tait, B.S.Ed.,
M.A. 1939
Liberty Themistocles,
A.B. 1946
Frances Troy, B.S.Ed. 1927
Lindzay Varnam, B.S. 1943
Elsie Wanerka, B.S.Ed. 1945
John E. Welch, B.S. 1948
English, Talent Show—Framing-
ham T. C. (a), Boston Univer-
sity (b), Cornell (c)
Social Studies, English, Coach
—
Emmanuel (a), Columbia
(c). Harvard (c)
Commercial—Salem T. C. (a)
Boston University (c)
Geometry, Algebra—Colby (a),
Boston University (c)
Commercial—Salem T. C. (a)
Mathematics, Science, Coach
—
Holy Cross (a), Boston Uni-
versity (c), Harvard (c)
COLE TRADE HIGH SCHOOL
Clark H. Morrell,
B.S.Ed. 1931 Director—Boston University, U.
of N. H., Brown U., Oswego
T. C, Clark U., Fitchburg
T. C. (a) Machinist (a)
Margaret R. Connolly 1922 Secretary to Director—N. E.
School of Secretarial Science,
Columbia, U. of Me.
Maureen A. Baybutt 1946 Clerk—Feener Business School,
U. of Me.
Harold A. Andrews 1941 Painting and Decorating (d)—
Worcester Boys' Trade, Went-
worth Institute, Fitchburg T.
C.
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
(d) Eight Years' Trade Experience
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
COLE TRADE HIGH SCHOOL (Continued)
Name App't Position Trainingr for Pos.
John L. Benson 1942
George H. Braman 1938
Francis E. Couture 1945
William Delaney,
B.S.Ed. M.Ed. 1940
Walter J. Glondek 1938
Leo Grenier 1936
Ernest Hall 1926
Nels H. Johnson 1937
William A. Julien, A.B. 1945
Emery A. Lavallee 1926
Drafting (d)—Northeastern U.,
Fitchburg T. C.
Mathematics and Trade Drawing
(d)—Northeastern U., Fitch-
burg T. C.
Electrical (d)—Worcester Boys
'
Trade, University Extension,
W. P. I.
English, Civics—Boston College,
Boston University (a), Bos-
ton T. C. (b), Fitchburg T.
C. (c)
_
Applied Science, Physics—Cole
Trade, Fitchburg T.C., Clark,
Worcester Jr. College
Machine Work (d)—Cole Trade,
Fitchburg T. C, University
Extension
Industrial Printing (d)—South-
bridge H. S.
Cooperative Machine Shop (d)—
General Electric at Lynn,
Fitchburg T. C, Northeastern
Mathematics, History, Economics
—Manhattan College (a), Co-
lumbia (c), Boston Univer-
sity (c)
Guidance and Supervision.
Building Maintenance Officer
—Fitchburg T. C, South-
bridge Industrial, M. E. Wells
High, Draftsman (d), W. P. 1.
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
(d) Eight Years' Trade Experience
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Name
William Nickerson 1941
William Paul 1942
Mario Pellegrini 1947
Frank P. Skinyon,
B.S.Ed. 1934
Lawrence Swenson 1932
for Pos.
General Vocational, Wood Cabi-
netmaking (d)—Norwich Uni-
versity, Fitehburg T. C.
General Vocational, Machine
—
Lowell Institute, Fitchburg
T. C.
Sheet Metal (d)—Northeastern
University
Cabinet, Patternmaking (d)—
Fitchburg T. C. (a), Boston
University (c)
Related Science and Mathematics
—Wentworth Institute, Fitch-
burg T. C, Boston University,
Machinist (d), Drafting (d)
CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
COLE TRADE HIGH SCHOOL (Continued)
App't Position Training
CHARLTON STREET SCHOOL
R. Joseph Racine, A.B.
M.Ed.
Elizabeth Curtis, A.B.
B.S.Ed.
1944 Principal, Physical Ed.
—
Assumption College (a), Bos-
ton University (b), Clark
University (c), Springfield
College (c). Northeastern
University (c), Oxford Uni-
versity (c), Harvard Univer-
sity (c)
1944 Grade 4, Physical Ed.—Boston
University (a), Salem T. C.
(a), Harvard (c)
NOTES:— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
(d) Eight Years' Trade Experience
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
CHARLTON STREET SCHOOL (Continued)
App't Position Trainingr for Pos.Name
T. Thomas Finnerty,
A.B., M.A. 1948
Helen R. Golden 1948
Irene V. Gough 1914
Gladys Howes, B.S.Ed. 1948
Dorothy M. Locke 1943
Josette Maynard, A.B. 1948
Ann I. Richardson, B.E. 1948
Eva Salviuolo, B.S. Ed. 1943
NOTES— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
Grade 6, English—Boston Col-
lege (a), Boston College Grad-
uate (b), Boston University
(c) U. S. Extension (c), Bos-
ton College Graduate School
(c), Harvard Universit}'- (c)
Grade 2—Our Lady of the Elms,
Hyannis T. C. (c)
Social Studies, Grades 7, 8 ; Sci-
ence Grade 6; Literature
Grades 7, 8; Music Grades 6,
7, 8; Penmanship Grade 7;
Citizenship Grade 7—Worces-
ter Domestic Science, Univer-
sity Extension Courses
Grade 4—Colby College, Wash-
ington State Normal, Farm-
ington State Normal, Witten-
berg College, University of
Maine (a), Boston University
(e)
Grade 3—Framingham T. C,
University Extension Courses
Grade 7 ; Social Studies Grades 3,
7 ; Science Grades 7, 8 ; Art
Grade 6—College of Our Lady
of the Elms
Grade 5—Plymouth T. C, Ply-
mouth, N. H. (a)
Grade 1—Worcester T. C. (a)
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
CHARLTON STREET SCHOOL (Continued)
Name
Marie J. Saunders 1924
Alice F. Sullivan 1948
(taught 1925-1930)
Florida G. Tarquinio,
B.S.Ed. 1942
Training for Pos.
Math. Grades 6. 7. 8 ; Citizenship
Grade 8 ; Penmanship Grade
8 ; Art Grade 7—State Teach-
ers College, West Chester, Pa.,
University Extension Courses
Grade 1—Our Lady of the Elms,
Columbia U., Boston Univer-
sity Extension
Grade 5—Worcester T. C. (a),
Clark University (c)
App't Position
EASTFORD ROAD SCHOOL
Raoul 0. Lataille, A.B.
M.Ed. 1939
Patricia P. Callahan,
B.S.Ed. 1939
Marjorie F. Campbell,
B.S.Ed. 1933
Bertha E. Foley 1912
NOTES— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b ) Master 's Degree
(0) Graduate Work
Principal, Coaching, Physical
Ed., Individual Teaching
—
Assumption (a), Boston Uni-
versity (b)
Social Studies Grades 6, 7, 8
;
Science 6, 7—Westfield T. C.
(a),FitchburgT. C. (c), Uni-
versity Extension Courses.
English Grades 6, 7, 8 ; Litera-
ture Grades 6, 7, 8, ; Spelling
Grades 6, 7, 8 ; Remedial Read-
ing Grades 6, 7, 8—Bridge-
water T. C. (a), Simmons (c),
Columbia (c), Harvard (c),
Boston University (c)
Grade 2—Worcester T. C, Uni-
versity Extension Courses
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
EASTFORD ROAD SCHOOL (Continued)
App't Position Trainingr for Pos.Name
Ellwood S. Jenness,
B.S. 1948
Myrtle B. Jodrey 1944
Ruth E. Mahan 1948
Bridie McSweeney
B.S.Ed. 1945
Cathryn E. Maxwell 1945
Julia C. Morrill 1914
Mary V. Thornton 1948
Grade 5, Music Grades 6, 7, 8
—
Bridgewater T. C. (a), Boston
University (c)
Math. Grades 6, 7, 8 ; Science
Grades 5, 6 ; Art Grades 6, 7
;
Reading Grade 6—Fitchburg
T. C. (a), University Exten-
sion Courses
Grade 1—Worcester T. C, Co-
lumbia University
Grade 4—Willimantic T. C. (a)
Grade 1—Lowell T. C.
Grade 3—St. Joseph's Normal
University Extension Courses
Grade 2—Hyannis T. C.
MARCY STREET SCHOOL
Constance M. L'Ecuyer,
B.S.Ed., M.A. 1940
Mabel A. Chamberlain 1902
Camella Dintini,
B.S.Ed. 1940
Principal, English—Fitchburg
T. C. (a), Boston University
(b), Boston Nursery School,
Smith College Kindergarten,
Worcester T. C, Columbia
University, Extension Cours-
es (c)
Grade 1—University Extension
Courses
Grade 4—Worcester T. C. (a),
Clark, Harvard (c)
NOTES— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
MARCY STREET SCHOOL (Continued)
M. Elsie Hachey 1947 Grade 5—Plymouth T. C, Keene
T. C.
Charlotte M. Henderson,
B.A.Ed. 1944
Ruth Huson 1945
Celestine C. Sweet 1932
Bertha L. Wallace 1922
Robert B. Wilkie 1948
Grade 2—Keene T. C. (a)
Grade 3—Main State Normal,
Hyannis T. C, Boston Univer-
sity, Gorham T. C.
Social Studies Grades 6, 7, 8
—
Our Lady of the Elms College,
Hyannis T. C, Worcester T.
C, Boston University Exten-
sion Courses
Math, and English Grades 6, 7, 8
—Hyannis T. C, Boston Uni-
versity Extension Courses
Science, English Grades 6, 7, 8,
—Boston College (a), Univer-
sity of N. H., Boston T. C. (c)
RIVER STREET SCHOOL
R. Joseph Racine,
A.B., M.Ed. 1944 Principal—Assumption College
(a), Boston University (b),
Clark University (c), Spring-
field College (c), Northeast-
ern University (c), Oxford
University (c), Harvard Uni-
versity (c)
Industrial Arts, Mathematics,
Science, Physical Ed.—Fitch-
burg T. C. (a)
Francis A. Beaudette,
B.S. 1948
NOTES— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(b) Master's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
RIVER STREET SCHOOL (Continued)
Name App't Position Training for Pos.
Freda A. Bisbee
Clara M .Reed
Evangeline R. Towse,
B.S.Ed.
1947 Grades 1, 2—Lesley College, Bos-
ton Teachers College, Wor-
cester T. C.
1918 Social Studies, Crafts, Sewing,
Music—Westfield T. C, Wor-
cester Girls' Trade, Universi-
ty Extension, Boston Univer-
sity Extension, Harvard Ex-
tension, Worcester T. C.
1948 English, Reading, Spelling, Do-
mestic Science, Physical Ed.
—Boston University (a), Sa-
lem T. C, Hyannis T. C, Uni-
versity Extension, Boston
University (c)
WEST STR
Laurenda A. Boyer 1926
Corinne E. Beaudreau 1924
Eva A. Casavant, B.S.
M.A. 1933
Everett H. Holmes, A.B. 1945
lET SCHOOL
Principal, Art Music—Boston
University, Worcester T. C,
University Extension Courses
Grade 1—University Extension
Courses
Social Studies, Gardes 6, 7, 8,
Gym Grade 7—Worcester T.
C. (a), Clark University (b)
English, Lit., Spelling Grades 6,
7, 8 ; Coach for Marcy Street
—Colby College (a), Boston
University (c), Harvard (c).
University Extension Courses
NOTES— (a)
(b)
(c)
Bachelor's Degree
Master's Degree
Graduate Work
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Name
Malcolm Nash, B.S.Ed. 1948
Edith M. Randall 1920
Emily Roberts, B.S.Ed. 1944
Ruth Sampson 1930
Dorothy M. Sheriffs 1945
Elinor H. Small, A.B. 1945
NAME APP'T
Frederick P. Alger 1947
Philias Caron 1945
John B. Craite 1946
Valmore Favreau 1947
Armand Gaumond 1942
Theophile Leduc 1943
Rodolph L 'Homme 1935
Joseph Moore 1941
for Pos.
Social Studies, English, Reading
Grade 6
;
Gym Grade 6 ; Math.,
Science Grade 7 ; Coach
—
Bridgewater T. C. (a), Bos-
ton University (c)
Grade 2—University Extension
Courses
Grade 4—Worcester T. C, Hy-
annis T. C. (a), Clark Univer-
sity (c), University of N. H.
(c )
Grade 5—Westfield T. C, Uni-
versity Extension Courses
Grade 3—Westfield T. C.
Mathematics, Science Grades 6,
8; Art Grade 6—Brown Uni-
versity (a), University Ex-
tension Courses
SCHOOL
West Street School
Marcy Street School
Cole Trade High School
Mary E. Wells High School
Mechanic Street and River
Street Schools
Charlton Street School
Mary E. Wells High School
Eastford Road School
CORPS OF TEACHERS (Continued)
WEST STREET SCHOOL (Continued
(
App't Position Training
JANITORS
NOTES— (a) Bachelor's Degree
(c) Graduate Work
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL
MARY E. WELLS HIGH SCHOOL
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
In accordance with your request, my twelfth annual report
as Principal of the Mary E. Wells High School is hereby sub-
mitted.
The enrollment for the year 1948-1949 is divided as follows
:
Seniors—115, Juniors—101, Sophomores—111, Freshmen—127,
Veterans and Specials—8, making a total of 462 pupils.
GRADUATION—1948
Diplomas were granted upon completion of three differ-
ent courses
;
namely, Academic, Commercial, and General.
One hundred and twenty-nine pupils were graduated on
June 17, 1948, and their names and courses completed by them
are included in this report, for the information of interested
citizens.
CLASS OF 1948
*John Christo Alabashi
*Cynthia Linnea Beck
Cecelia Louise Bialy
Anna Lucy Boniface
*IIelen Ruth Boucher
^Theodore Gerald Brault
Joseph Francois Cartier
*Philip Bigelow Cheney
Shirley Ann DiFederico
***Raymond Gerard Duff
*Rita Theresa Duff
*Alyne May Eaves
*Vivianne Claire Ferron
Marilyn Louise Gagnon
Bertrand Joseph Gendreau
*Pauline Gertrude Hefner
*Mason Morton Howlett
Gwynneth Wheldon Jones
—ACADEMIC
Margaret Lorraine Kennedy
*Robert Andrew Keyes
Shirley Helen Laliberte
*Anne Lenore Sylvia Lariviere
*Ramona Elizabeth LeClaire
*Patricia Ann Lewis
Carmine John Marinelli
*Edward James McQuade
George Henry Michael
Metras
*Jean Marguerite Meunier
Edwin Arthur Mozley
**George Nicholas Nasse
*Roberta Grant Palmer
^Pauline Rita Parent
Marion Wood Parker
*Harold Conant Peterson, Jr.
*Nancy Louise Phillips
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Armand Joseph Poulin
Albert Charles Piilawski
*Murat Regep
Hilda Christine Rowett
*Sallv-Loiiise Russell
Joan Carmen Santo
*Thomas Stoupis
*Clare TuUy
*Evelyn Helen Waraika
Edward Woloeka
COMMERCIAL
*Genevieve Elizabeth Beaudry Lois Grace Howlett
*Louise A^es Benoit
Lucille Marie Benoit
*George Louis Bibeau
*Claire Lucille Blanchet
*Phyllis Rita Bumpus
*Darcy Dorothy Chase
^Theresa Louise Colognesi
*Rita Leas Corriveau
*Christina Emily Ferguson
*Eleanor Ann Fontana
Olimbia George
*Shirley Rachel Girard
*Annette Doris Guillemette
*Gloria Theresa Lamoureux
^Lorraine Marie Langevin
*Marie Jeanne LeBlanc
*Rita Marie Martei
"^Yvette Gertrude Meunier
*Bertha Theresa Milczewski
"^Joan Paul
*Helen Louise Pienta
*Lorraine Marguerite Proulx
**Alphonse Edward Provost
^Barbara Theresa Theriault
*Pauline Beatrice Tremblay
*Louisa Ziu
GENERAL
Roland Michel Antaya
**Forrest Arthur Austin
*Febo Bartoli
**Leonel Henry Berthiaume
David Girard Boudreau
Charles AVilliam Bruso, Jr.
***Angelo Peter Ciprari
Violette Colombe Demers
**John DeNigris, Jr.
**John Donald Duffy
*Ernest Albert Duquette
Jayne Anne Farquhar
Irene Theresa Favreau
Napoleon Raymond Favreau
*Grace Lyola Fletcher
Paul Raymond Fortin
Benjamin Allen Green, Jr.
Donald Paul Grenier
John William Arthur
Helliwell
David William Horsley
Roger Orel Lacerte
Herman Eugene Langevin
*Veronica Lucille Leduc
*Margaret Rita Lenti
Carl Nils Lofgren
Joan Elaine Madura
Jean Margaret Mannis
*Allan James Martei
John Stuart Martei
*Teresa Frances Martin
Barbara Eleanor McLean
**Philip Harrison McKinstry
Thomas Joseph O'Brien
Herbert Clark Olney, Jr.
**Marcel Aristide Peloquin
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John Bernard Pezzetti, Jr.
Robert Piazzo
*Mary Grace Piccione
*Gloria Ann Quattrocelli
James Robert Rizner
Barbara Lonise Salva
*Ronald Ellsworth
Sterrgios John Tanionos
*Joseph John Taraskiewicz
*George Antonio
Tetreault, Jr.
Sheriffs, Jr.
*John James Sobieski
Barbara Virginia
Lloyd Warren Thibeanlt
Alfred Ernest Tremblay
Jeanine Elaine Tremblay
*Hope Marion Venie
**Jesse Header Voutour
Spreadbury
^Constance Staves
Mildred Ann Wayne
^Mildred Ellen Whiteoak
Edmond Wolocka
* General average of 80% or above for four years.
** Veterans of World War II.
*** Veterans having an average of 80% or above.
The courses at the Mary E. Wells High School have been
undergoing changes during the past year.
Most notable of these changes is the introduction of the
Inter-School program. In this course the boys receive their
academic training from Mary E. Wells High School teachers
and their vocational training from Cole Trade High School
teachers.
The cooperative program of the commercial course went
into effect during the past year with eighteen pupils taking
part in the program. It is hoped that this particular program
will again prove to be successful.
The guidance department of the school has changed dur-
ing the past year. The guidance director is on a part-time
basFs only
;
therefore, some of the guidance work has been dele-
gated to the 'Dean of Girls and the Veteran 's Adviser.
A new innovation at the high s^chool is the mid-morning
milk period. This affords a ten-minute break between periods
when pupils may purchase a bottle of milk and a doughnut.
The Mary E. Wells High School band was formed during
the past year under the sponsorship qf the loc^l Rotary Club
and directed by Mr. Paul Sweet. It is indeed gratifying to see
a uniformed band made up of Southbridge pupils playing at
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all home football games. I Avisli to express publicly my appre-
ciation and thanks to the Southbridge Rotary Club for making
this very worthwhile activity a reality.
There are several recommendations that I would like to
make at this time
:
1. That a new six-year high school be erected. Such
a procedure would eliminate the overhead of two central
plants, in that one principal, one set of janitors, and one faculty
would take care of the education of the young people from the
seventh grade through the twelfth grade. Such a sj^stem would
help the adolescent child to make the transition from the lower
grades into the upper grades easier and would allow depart-
ment heads to correlate their work schedule in a more satis-
fa-etory manner. Many of our leading educators of today are
pointing out the fact that the Junior High School system is
responsible for too much of a break in the continuous school
growth of the child, and are recommending strongly the six-
year high school plan.
2. That a library be started, and a teacher-librarian be
appointed.
3. That lockers be installed to take care of pupils' personal
belongings, coats, rubbers, etc.
4. That rooms be provided for si-ck pupils and larger
nurse's quarters be installed.
5. That the Household Arts Department be renovated and
modern equipment installed as soon as purchase of same is
feasible,
6. That new seating equipment for the Assembly Hall be
provided.
7. That a Director of Physical Education be appointed.
8. That a men's teachers' room be set up and proper fur-
niture provided for the room.
9. That the high school principal's office be remodelled
to allow for a central office, a private office for the Principal,
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and an office for the Dean of Girls, with a private conference
room.
I wish to express my appreciation to the townspeople for
their continued efforts in behalf of the Mary E. Wells High
School, and I extend my thanks to the School Department for
their support.
Respectfully submitted,
JAMES M. ROBERTSON, Principal
Mary E. Wells High School
REPORT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE AND PLACEMENT
To the Superintendent of Schools:
In accordance with your request, I hereby submit my
annual report. In contrast to my last report, which covered
the period from Septemxber to January 31, 1948, this report will
include all activities for the past twelve months.
Although since last September, this office has been placed
on a part-time basis with the director assigned to other duties
in addition to those of guidance and placement, we have tried
to maintain the same services that were provided previously.
COUNSELING
The chief function of the guidance director is that of coun-
seling students. With the seniors, he is largely concerned with
assisting them to complete realistic educational and vocational
plans for the future. This requires a systematic plan of inter-
views so that all seniors can be given every opportunity and
encouragement to recognize their own goals and take definite
steps towards them. Among the under-classmen, the outstand-
ing problems to be dealt with, besides those of formulating edu-
cational and vocational choices, are in choosing courses and
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gaining the maximum from their high school experiences. In
this matter the teachers have been very helpful in not only
counseling the students clirecth^ but in referring cases to the
guidance office.
TESTING
As a means of obtaining information about pupils and
diagnosing difficulties, a well-developed testing program has
been administered. Mental ability tests are given to every
pupil who lacks records of previous testing in the junior-high
school grades and to all juniors and seniors who have not had
a recent test in high school. In the line of achievement tests,
the Iowa Educational Development Tests were given to all
freshmen and juniors, the complete batterj^ of Stanford
Achievement Tests to most freshmen, and miscellaneous other
tests to pupils needing special diagnosis. This year we intend
to add the Cooperative Achievement Tests as a final examina-
tion in several of the specific subject-matter fields. Aptitude
tests are given chiefly to eighth grade students and to special
high-school students requiring this information. Interest in-
ventories are given in the freshmen and junior years of high
school. All this information, derived from tests in the high
school^ in addition to that secured by the Supervisor of Elemen-
tary Schools and recorded in the cumulative records, is of prime
importance in counseling students throughout high school.
OCCUPATIONAL PLACEMENT
The occupational placement service is a very active func-
tion of the guidance department. Its purpose is not only to
help both employers and pupils meet employment needs, but
also to give pupils valuable work experience. An average of
280 pupils are continually registered in our placement files
and, at the present time, over 100 pupils are engaged in part-
time work.
COUNSELING—EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS
In addition to the counseling of high-school students, last
May I interviewed every eighth grade boy in the town in an effort
to help them choose their curricula and plan their courses in
high school and trade school. This was found to be an invalu-
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able procedure not only in that it gave pupils assistance supple-
menting- that regularly given by the principals, but it also gave
me an opportunity to become better acquainted with these
f upils before they entered the high s-chool.
Since September, Mrs. LeClair, the Dean of Girls, has been
assigned two periods a day for her duties. This extra time has
allowed her to do far more extensive counselling besides her
weekly classes in orientation for the freshmen girls. At the pre-
sent time she and I are engaged in formulating a course of
study in mental hygiene for freshmen and sophomores which
we shall submit to the School Committee for its approval.
In conclusion, I wish to thank all teachers and principals
for their cooperation during the past year. For their willingness
to assist in every possible way, I am deeply grateful.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT B. PHIPPS
Director of Guidance and Placement
REPORT OF THE
SUPERVISOR OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
I herewith submit the following report of my work for
the year 1948.
The emphasis for improving the pupils' instruction this
year has been determined by a felt need for better spelling
and the ability to attack new words in reading, based upon the
skill of phoneti-cs. Therefore, stress has been placed on more
and better teaching of phonics. Of equal importance was the
need to train pupils in rapid and accurate arithmetic calcula-
tions. A definite program of drills in phonics and arithmetic
fundamentals is now in progress. Teachers' meetings and in-
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dividual conferences have been directed toward tiiis accom-
plishment.
Because of the large number of teacher replacements due
to the resignation of many teachers and the transfer of other
tea-chers to different grades and buildings, an effort has been
made to give greater assistance to these teachers, through ob-
servations, conferences, and materials of instruction. The
procedures followed are the same as in previous years.
The following is a brief summary of the various activities
of this year, which have been somewhat curtailed by the
elimination of any clerical help in the office, necessitating time
spent in typing and recording test results and other routine
matters.
TESTING
A larger proportion of time this year has been spent in the
administering of individual tests. Ninety-eight individual
mental capacity tests were given, varying in length from one-
half hour to two hours ; of these, forty-two were pre-school
tests, and eighteen entire grades were tested, as well as two
smaller groups of children. Thus a total of one hundred mental
ability tests were given.
Another important area of testing is for achievement,
namely those tests w^hi<ih help determine the grade placement
of a child, and help in analyzing the entire school system to see
whether the pupils measure up to the standards set through-
out our nation for the various grade levels. The grades given
these achievement tests are the first grade, the fifth, and eighth
grades. Other grades were included when there was a special
need for measurement. Fifty-five individual children, nineteen
entire grades, and eight smaller groups of children make a
total of eighty-two achievement tests administered. These tests
consume anywhere from one half a day to two days' time. The
correction, tabulation of results, analysis, and typing of results,
and the final recording of them on the pupil's individual rec-
ord card also consumes time.
CONFERENCES
One of the best in-service supervisory techniques is that
of the individual conference. It has been used widely with teach-
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ers here and with other co-workers. Some of these conferences
are short and informal in nature; others are longer and more
forma], depending upon the purpose and need. Twenty-seven
small group conferences and three hundred eighty-five in-
dividual conferences are itemized as follows : eleven with the
Superintendent of Schools, one hundred and twenty-seven with
the principals of the buildings, one hundred and eighty with
the teachers, twenty with the Guidance Director, four with the
school nurse, fourteen with parents, thirteen with representa-
tives from the book companies, and sixteen with others.
VISITS TO BUILDINGS
Most of the conferences with principals and teachers and,
of course, all of the classroom observations took place in the va-
rious schools. They were visited on an average of once a week
and oftener when there was a need. The following information
bears this out: West Street School was visited thirty-five times,
Charlton Street School Forty-nine times, Eastford Road School,
forty-one times, Marcy Street School fifty-two times and River
Street School twenty-nine times. In these schools, seventy-seven in-
formal observations were made, and ninety-nine formal observa-
tions at which times written notes were taken and used first as
a basis for a conference with the teacher observed, and with
her Principal, and later used as a report to the Superintendent.
MEETINGS
During the year, sixteen teachers' meetings were held;
four meetings of administrators were attended
;
eight meetings
out of town were attended, and four demonstration classes were
taught.
There has been a steady and very definite improvement in
the quality of instruction, in the materials used, and in the
achievement standards of the pupils, which now measure up
to, or excell the national norms for the various grades. Our
first grades are exceptional in their attainments. The parents
and teachers of Southbridge can well be proud of their elemen-
tary s-chools.
Respectfully submitted,
MARJORIE H. NICHOLS, Supervisor
Elementary Schools
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REPORT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF COLE TRADE HIGH SCHOOL
To the Superintendent of Schools:
I herewith submit my annual report for your consideration
and approval.
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS
Coop. Day Total
In school at end of year (Dec. 1948) 47 144 191
Graduated 23 14 37
Certificated 7 7
Entering Industry trained for 1 5 6
Entering other occupations 1 37 38
Entering armed service 3 6 9
Unfit for trade subjects 4 4
Returned to Grammar or High School 8 8
Left because of illness 4 4
Left town 1 4 5
Transferred to Coop. School 28 28
Transferred to Day School 5 5
Total membership for the year 1948 81 261 342
Enrolled during year 31 118 149
GRADUATES
COOPERATIVE DIPLOMAS
CABINET COURSE
Courtland James Martel William John Kochanowski
Hector Arthur Martel Joseph Anthony Sokolowski
Alexander Lawrence Miller Emil Edward Maly
Xorman Albert Proulx
DRAFTING COURSE
Ludwig Edward Czyzewski Edward Swierzbin
ELECTRIC COURSE
Robert Ovide Bousquet William Leon Kelly
FACTORY MAINTENANCE
Charles Peter Drazba Gerald Richard Lippe
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MACHINE COUESE
Alfred Joseph Albetski
Walter Peter Bomba
Lincoln Grant Chatterton
John Joseph Chmielewicz
Stanislaw Joseph Cuikay
Ronald Patrick Houle
Lawrence Arthur Libby
Walter Richard Piechota
Richard Armand Reopel
Theodore Joseph Ziemski
David Pansar Peterson
PRINTING COURSE
Carl Arthur Austin
SHEET METAL COURSE
Joseph Felix Paquin
Francis Bernard Fitz^ibbons
George Walter Weiss
VOCATIONAL HIGH DIPLOMAS
AUTOMOBILE COURSE
Norman Joseph Demers
DRAFTING COURSE
Roger Gerard Briere
Norman Alfred Lapointe
Leon Omer Poulin
John Andrew Ryan
Joseph Elmer Tkacik, Jr.
Chester Raymond Milas
Harold Vasil Bicki
Leonel Syriac
VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL DIPLOMAS
DRAFTING COURSE
Guy Clayton Cudworth Robert Elwood Clark
Robert Edward Dargie George Alfred Beaudry
Louis Joseph Decataldi Roland Armond Phaneuf
EVENING SCHOOL PROGRAM
Courses
Cabinetmaking I
Cabinetmaking II
Drafting
Electrical
Machine
Applied Mathematics
Plumbing
Furniture Refinishing
Instructor
Frank P. Skinyon
William C. Nickerson
George H. Braman
Francis Couture
Leo J. Grenier
Lawrence Swenson
Antonio Blanchet
Harold Andrews
No. Enrolled
17
12
21
18
13
14
18
12
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VETERANS TRAINING ACTIVITIES
UNDER G. I. BILL 346 and 16
The flexibility of the trade training programs offered vet-
erans has proven advantageous to their welfare. Thirty more
veterans are among the graduates this year. They have all been
pla-ced in lucrative jobs with security and good promise of
advancement.
These veterans were adjusted in our programs with varying
education, background and experience. They were also ad-
mitted at any time convenient to them. Some are married and
have established homes. Many are employed afternoons and
evenings. They respect and value greatly what the citizens
of Southbridge have done for them in providing the opportuni-
ties this school affords. They are distinctly gratified and this
education and training will pay back to society, by their serv-
ices, many times the amount of investment made on them.
Twelve veterans are in training under Bill 16 and ninety-
four under Bill 346. Twenty-nine veterans are registered as
special students who are taking short courses of one and two
years. These students get sufficient experience to enter the
"other on-the-job training programs," which is sponsored by
the State Department of Education. The supervision of the
program is a responsibility of this school. One hundred and
thirteen veterans are registered with one hundred and two
business establishments. Thirty-four completed their train-
ing during the year. Apprentice training is another activity
largely employed by veterans who look to this school for 150
hours a year of instruction in mathematics, science and draw-
ing, which particularly relates to their trade. Wherein this
school cannot supply instruction it must find facilities in
other trade schools w^hich can supply the needs.
CHANGE IN TRAINING FACILITIES
I wish to give public recognition to the persistent and un-
tiring efforts of the Cole Trade High Advisory Committee in
justifying the abandonment of the Mechanic Street School and
the re-establishment of the ^^ocational Academic, related and
shop classes in the Mary E. Wells High building. For a per-
manent record I list the names of this committee who have
promoted this project since 1945
:
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Charles E. Hart, Chairman
Hector P. LeClair, Secretary
John I. Morris
Arthur E. Proulx
Adolph Prahm
Lawrence K. Foote
Joseph Phaneuf
Stephen Simonelli
Oswald Laliberte
Barker Schofield
Antonio Blanchet
Robert Eves
Arthur Tieri
Edgar Tremblay
Clifford Mongeon
Along with the change in location of the vocational
training classes, the project was further realized by the exten-
sion of the vocational curriculum to freshmen and sophomores
of Mary E. Wells High and designated as the Inter-School
Vocational High program.
Further developments of the project are also of consid-
erable importance. An Industrial Arts and a Manual Arts
program was established last March. The former is a com-
pulsory program of shop activities for the 7th and 8th grade
boys who attend four hours a week. The latter is a program
for boys in remedial classes who attend shop classes every aft-
ernoon each week. There is good evidence to justify the in-
stitution of these programs in line with the purpose so well
stated by Mr. Bourgeois in his 1947 report: *'It will become
necessary to reinstate the Industrial Arts program in grades
seven and eight, thereby giving our pupils an earlier insight
on the significance of the various occupations and help them
answer more wisely life's calling." The approval of this
project by the School Committee is also justly deserving.
This and other changes necessitated outstanding projects
for several trade departments of the school. The most note-
worthy were
:
1. Dismantling the shower room in the Mary E. Wells
building and installing machinery for the Ma-
chine shop.
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2. Installing machinery for the Woodworking and
General Metal Industrial Arts shops in the Mary
E. Wells building.
3. Painting and Decorating the corridors and Di-
rector's office in the Cole Trade High building,
the domestic science room, lunch room, and ma-
chine shop in the Mary E. AVells building ; the
three rooms to be used for the kindergarten classes
at the Mechanic Street Sichool.
4. Building dugouts and other appurtenances at
Dresser Field
;
repairing steps at River Street
School and general renovations at Mechanic Street
School.
5. Installation of emergency lighting in all schools;
installation of lighting and power in newly created
shops ; renovation of lighting facilities at Mechanic
Street School.
For these extensive and worthy services I hereby give
due credit to Mr. Emery Lavallee, Mr. Frank Skinyon, Mr.
Harold Andrew^s, Mr. Francis Couture, Mr. William Nickerson,
Mr. William Paul, Mr. Leo Grenier and Mr. Mario Pellegrini.
WAR SURPLUS EQUIPMENT
A quantity of hand tools were received from the State
Department of Education valued at $350. The eost to the
town was $41.
Mr. George Kerivan resigned as instructor of Physics and
Physical Education.
RECOGNITION BY AWARDS
Emil Maly was awarded a trophy by the Cole Trade
Alumni for being the most outstanding student of the gradu-
ating class.
Ronald Houle was awarded a trophy by the Cole Trade
x\lumni for being the most outstanding athlete of the Gradu-
ating Class. These awards were made by Mr. Rosaire La-
fleche, President of the Alumni Association.
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The cooperative Machine Department under the instruc-
tion of Mr. Nels Johnson was awarded a nine-year safety com-
mendation for not having a lost-time accident during this
period. The award was presented by Mr. George Wells, Presi-
dent of the American Optical Company.
OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT
Twenty-nine machine tools were declared obsolete and
turned over to the Selectmen for disposal.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. A conferen-ce was held with the Advisory Committee
regarding the replacement of machine equipment. It was
recommended to the School Committee that an evaluation of
present equipment be made and a plan devised to replace
periodically such equipment when it becomes obsolete for
school use.
2. I recommend that the Federal funds known as " Smith-
Hughes" be used to further Vocational Education for which
it is annually received by the Town Treasurer.
Respectfully submitted,
C. H. MORRELL, Director,
Cole Trade High School
4
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL PHYSICIAN
To the Superintendent of Schools:
Our function of supervision and guidance in matters per-
taining to the health of our school children was carried out
through the medium of two main activities, viz. (a) annual
physical examinations, and (b) daily inspection of children,
having been absent on account of illness, before their readmis-
sion to s<ihool.
A total of 1,209 physical examinations were performed in
the course of the past year, disclosing a grand total of 405
physical defects. Of these defects, 288 were deemed of suffi-
cient moment to call for the immediate attention of the parents,
who were accordingly sent special notices, urging prompt medi-
cal consultation. The remaining 177 defects noted were of a
lesser nature, requiring only observation for the present or, in
some instances, individual guidance which was stressed at the
time of the examination. Postural defects—not due to organic
disturbance—as well as neglected oral hygiene were pointed
out to the individual pupil, where required, by means of illus-
trative charts and pamphlets as well as personal instruction : the
importance of good posture for the child's health, appearance
and efficiency was particularly stressed. Oral hygiene with the
necessity for regular and frequent brushing of teeth was also
given a very prominent part in our individual instructions.
As in the past, one hour daily on school days (8 A.M.
—
9 A.M.) was set aside at our office for the purpose of inspect-
ing those children who had been absent for three da3^s or more
on account of illness and of issuing, where warranted, a certi-
ficate of health for the child's return to school. It is felt that
thereby the health of the children already in school is safe-
guarded to some extent from the possibility of severe con-
tagious disease being carried into schools. Needless to men-
tion that certificates of health issued by the private physician
in attendance on specific cases are considered to fulfill our
object.
AVhereas, in the past, no concerted effort had been at-
tempted to obtain a statistical record of the various illnesses
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causing our children to be absent from s>chool, this year a spe-
cial certificate form was devised which should prove of value
in computing not only the number of absences through sickness
but the nature of the illnesses responsible for such absence.
This form bears the name of the child returning to school after
illness, his school and grade, as well as the reason—where possible
of determination—for his absence, and the date of his return to
school. These certificates are to be received by the individual
teachers and turned in to the respective principals, who in
turn will forward them to the school nurse's office on the last
Fridaj^ of each month, and there the information will be tabu-
lated. Through this means it is anticipated that trends in ill-
ness in the various schools and at various seasons may be de-
termined, and that by timely practical suggestions to pupils,
parents, or teachers, some factors contributing to illness and
increased absence from school may be eliminated.
Periodic sanitary inspection of the school buildings was
done and hygienic conditions were found to be of a general
high order. By way of suggestion to the School Committee for
consideration in any plans entertained for the future expansion
of our school buildings, we would at this time point out the
need for special quarters for the use of the School Health De-
partment. Provision of such quarters with proper light, quiet,
and privacy is needed not only for more accurate work on the
part of the physician, but also for the educational value it
would afford the children by the atmosphere provided.
This is our opportunity to extend our expression of deep
appreciation to all the personnel of the School Department for
the sympathetic cooperation and generous collaboration of all,
which has added to the pleasure of our Avork and contributed
in no small measure to the maintenance of a high standard of
health in the schools of Southbridge. The cooperation of the
medical profession in the town as w^ell as that of all health
agencies has been of decided assistance in whatever success we
may have had.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM E. LANGEVIN, M.D.
School Physician.
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL NURSE
To the Superintendent of Schools :
In our School Medical Department, we consider the total
health program on a long-time basis and in relation to the
acquirement of desirable attitudes, knowledge, and practices.
One of the most important responsibilities of the school
physician and the school nurse is to make the health examina-
tion a constructive learning experience for ea<!h child. Our
examination could easily constitute a wholesome emotional ex-
perience or quite the reverse. We try to make ours the kind
which will be of the greatest educational value and contribute
most to the child's emotional health—the kind in which we are
able to help the child understand his own growth and develop-
ment—one in which we show respect for and understanding of
the child.
Health of the body must be accompanied by health of the
mind and spirit. True health is not merely absence of detect-
able disease. It is less a state than a goal. It consists of the
full enjoyment of all the potentialities with which a child was
endowed at birth. Not only must those responsible see that no
such powers are impaired by disease, but they must see to it
that the child has the chance of exercising those powers to
bring them to full fruition. Health is realty a technique of
living.
It is not enough for the parent merely to keep clean, to
feed, and to clothe. The real art of the parent is in more dif-
ficult and subtler things. The child, when he is entrusted to
his parents, is a new individual who possesses, so far as we can
tell, neither habits nor ideas of his own. It is the parents' task
to see that he learns how to look after himself and how to live
with other people and, a fact which is often forgotten, it is
part of their duty to launch him into the world and see him
established.
The contribution of the nurse in the school involves an un-
derstanding of the school's unique functions in safeguarding
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and promoting the health of the boys and girls in the com-
munity and in her appreciation of her relationship to the plan-
ning and fulfillment of the total health program.
She serves as the interpreter between s-chool, home, and
community. She understands the health needs of children and
serves on the team which includes herself, the school superin-
tendent, the physicians, the school personnel, and a wide va-
riety of community agencies and groups in getting these needs
met.
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION PROGRAM
Twelve hundred nine children were examined. Two hun-
dred twenty-eight defects found and notices were mailed to par-
ents. As usual, the health cards of some children were marked
as Observation Cases—those defects are not referred for medical
supervision at the time but are reviewed later. One hundred
seventy-seven cards were so marked this year—in comparison to
the three hundred twenty of last year. Progress may seem
somewhat "slow" but it is "sure." Again defective feet and
poor posture heads the list with poor oral hygiene running a
close third.
HOME VISIT PROGRAM
Ninety-seven homes were visited by the nurse. Home
visits are made for follow-up of physi<?al examination and for
~dsiting homes of special cases referred by members of the
school personnel to the Superintendent of Schools.
One hundred twenty conferences w^ere held with students
at the Mary E. Wells High School. Twenty-six parents came to
the nurse's office for conferences. Two hundred forty-five
students were seen by the nurse in her office. First-aid was
rendered to eighteen children of different schools. Only one
child had to be referred to the hospital for further care.
CLASSROOM INSPECTION PROGRAM
Classroom inspections by the nurse are made three times a
year—at the beginning of the year, after the Christmas and
Easter vacations—also at specific request of the principals or
teachers for any special reason or when communicable disease
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oe-curs in a room or school. If any child is found to need more
detailed inspection, the nurse has individual conferences until
the problem is under control or solved. This may be for habits
and attitudes and in many cases it means a series of home
visits, individual conferences with each parent, as well as with
the child. The nurse also has individual conference with a
child when pediculosis and skin conditions exist. Children
are not allowed to remain in school with pediculosis, nits, im-
petego, or scabies.
The teacher plays a very important role in our health pro-
gram. Her daily inspection is a most important factor in school
health work. This examination is not made only for evidence
of communicable disease, but the observation includes general
well-being, cleanliness, and beginning tendency to undesirable
habits.
DENTAL PROGRAM
Our dental pjrogram is primarily educational. It is some-
what insufficient as it is only available to the first through the
fourth grade children. Two hundred fifty publi-c school chil-
dren received dental care at the Town Hall during the year,
attending thirty-five clinics.
THE CLASSROOM RECORD
A new record of the results of the physical examination has
been introduced this year. This record provides an opportunity
for a teacher-nurse conference on the entire classroom—once
after the physical examination to go over the health status of
each child—once toward the end of the year to evaluate im-
provements and corre-ctions. As the teacher is supposed to be
aware of the health condition of the children and is supposed
to have a responsibility for improving it, this form will prove
helpful. It also provides a basis for health teaching based
upon actual needs.
The remainder of the health program remains about the
same. During the year, the nurse helped with four clinics for
Diptheria Toxoid injections, three pre-school registration
clinics, two pre-school physical and dental examinations and
twelve chest consultation clinics.
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Conferences were held with members of the school per-
sonnel, s-chool physicians, private physicians, clergymen, Board
of Health nurse, social worker, the State and County Health
Commissioners, and many agencies and clubs—as the need arose
during the year.
Eight girls spent eight weeks at the Sterling Health Camp
during the summer due to your most generous response to the
sale of Tuberculosis Christmas seals. This is the first time
Southbridge has ever been permitted to send this many. Two
high school girls acted as counselors at the camp and enjoyed
it very much.
Again the Lions Club scored. One hundred forty children,
in both parochial and public schools, are receiving free milk
daily. My sincerest ''thank you" to all members and friends
for their generosity.
I would like to convey my thanks and appreciation to the
many other people who have given of their time and their serv-
ices to help our school medical department progress.
I wish to state here that "Health Education" is the sum
total of activities directed toward desirable changes in the way
of living. Its success depends upon the coordinated effort of
every one concerned with the child. The School Medical De-
partment has considered an outline for instruction which is to
be used with our new classroom record form.
We find that emphasis is needed in
:
1. Proper nutrition.
2. Sufficient rest and relaxation.
3. Improvement in personal hygiene, especially
•cleanliness, washing hands, keeping hands out
of mouth, brushing teeth, proper posture, and
instruction in the use and care of toilets.
A bulletin on suggestions for teaching relative to the phy-
sical examination is being worked on and should be ready next
Fall. This will present the teacher with scientific facts which
she will be able to adapt to her grade level.
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In closing, my New Year wish for all is Peace of Mind.
Rabbi Joshua Leibman w^rote "This is the gift that God re-
serves for His special proteges. Talent and beauty He gives to
many. Wealth is commonplace, fame is rare. But peace of
mind— that is His final guerdon of approval, the fondest sign
of His love. He bestows it charily. Most men are never blessed
with it ; others wait all their lives
—
yea, far into advanced age
—for this gift to descend upon them."
Respectfully submitted,
EDNA C. PINSONNEAULT,
School Nurse
REPORT OF THE ATTENDANCE OFFICER
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
The duties of Attendance Officer were assigned to me on
October, 1948. In fulfilling these duties, my intention has not
been merely to enforce the State and Federal laws pertaining
to school attendance, but even more to interpret these laAVs to
misguided parents and pupils, and attempt to explain their
true purpose. It has been my practice to employ the guidance
point of view in dealing with these problems and to look for
the underlying causes for delinquency. Whether it be a condi-
tion of the physical environment, a wrong attitude, or some
other such cause, frequently it can be discovered and cor-
rected. In fact, so great is the need for this type of social work
that a person might easily devote full time to it.
More specifically, the duties of the Attendance Officer
may be outlined as follows
:
1. Investigating cases referred to him by the school prin-
cipals.
2. Making a written report to the Superintendent on each
home visit, and a report by telephone to the principal.
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3'. Making follow-up investigations on cases needing fur-
ther adjustment.
4. Administering the Cole Fund.
5. Maintaining the working-card files, and keeping office
hours on Monday and Wednesday evenings for the
purpose of issuing working cards.
6. Bringing to court the cases of confirmed truants.
The following statistics are pertinent to the w^ork of the
Attendance Officers:
Persons 5 years of age or over and under 7 542
Persons 7 years of age or over and under 14 1,475
Persons 14 years of age or over and under 16 360
Number of employment certificates 16-21 literate 414
Number of employment certificates 16-21 illiterate 8
Number of employment certificates 14-16 limited 38
Home permits 7
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT B. PHIPPS,
Attendance Officer
REPORT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF VISUAL AIDS DEPARTMENT
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
This report covers the period since October 1948, when I
was placed in charge of the Visual Aids Department.
The duties of the director of visual aids may be brieflj^
outlined as follows
:
1. Maintaining an inventory of all materials on hand.
2. Keeping equipment in repair.
3. Ordering, delivering, showing, and returning films.
4. Keeping a file of free and rental films.
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5. Assisting teachers to secure films most appropriate
for classroom use.
Recently, a group of teachers who are new to the South-
bridge School System were shown through the visual aids room.
In the future, every effort will be made to keep tea-chers well-
informed regarding the opportunities for wider use of all forms
of visual aids, in order to offer the greatest possible advantages
to pupils in every grade according to nation-wide trends.
A new inventory of material on hand needs to be taken;
and, as soon as this is completed, copies will be distributed to
all schools.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT B. PHIPPS, Director
Visual Aids Department
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
In response to your request, I am submitting this report
of the musical activities of the year 1948 in the Southbridge
Public Schools.
The average weekly attendance is 81 in the music appre-
ciation class and glee clubs of the high school. In the appre-
ciation class, the students are seeking the enjoyments that
come through listening to and studying great music and musi-
cians. In this atomic age, when science is so fast finding labor-
saving devices, man is likely to find more and more time for
leisure. Music can provide, for leisure hours, rewards that are
richly recreating. It was gratifying to find that, out of the
ten top-rating freshmen, six students belong to one or another
of the musi-cal groups. So, even though few academic credits
may be granted to musical activities, possibly the mental and
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recreational stimuli of music are rewards enough for these
top-ranking students.
The High School Glee Clubs gave a concert May 7 at which
time the music appreciation class performed Haydn's Toy Sym-
phony. During the year, groups from the glee clubs sang for
various organizations among which were the Kotary Club, the
Grange, the Woman's Association of the Congregational Church,
and at the Clinton Music Festival held under the auspices of the
Massachusetts Musi-c Educator's Association Central Division.
The glee clubs sang at several high school assemblies where the
average attendance would be about 450; and, at these assem-
blies, the united singing of all the high school students would
convince any casual listener of a whole-hearted enjoyment in
singing
.
The rapid progress of our one-year-old high school band has
surprised the Town, and we look forward to their being led by
Mr. Sweet to even finer performance. Hearty thanks go to the
Rotary Club for making the band possible. There are few bands
that, in so short a time, can look and play so well. At com-
mencement and at Christmas time, the band and the glee clubs
provided most of the music. At the commencement exercises
this June, the seniors, belonging to the glee club, will be allowed
to sing with their -club and on this last, important function,
help uphold the standards of singing along with the under-
graduate members.
Music in the elementary schools is, on the whole, meeting
with increased enthusiasm from the boys and girls, and a grati-
fying support from the public. Where the new song books
have been introduced, the children are gaining some slight skill
in reading music. It is to be hoped that individual sight sing-
ing may be an actuality in the not too distant future. The
classroom teachers of the third and fourth grades, where these
new books have been introduced, are cooperating nicely in the
achievement of this somewhat distant goal. The director visits
about half the grades in the elementary schools each week. She
visits River Street School nearly every week, thus reaching ap-
proximately 420 pupils each week.
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It is gratifying to return from these visits, usually well-
pleased with what the boys, girls, classroom teachers, and
principals, from Grades I up, are doing to encourage skills as
well as enjoyment in music. The success of the various Christ-
mas programs and the four performances by Eastford Road's
glee club of an abbreviated 'Tinafore," under the direction of
Mr. Ellwood S. Jenness, speak louder than words can of a
genuine school and community interest in things musical.
An exchange of programs from school to school was also
given a start in 1948 ; a fourth grade from West Street School
giving a program of American music before Eastford Road
School, and the fifth grade from the latter school giving their
Patriots' Day program for the High S<3hool.
Individual tastes and individual enthusiasms are difficult
to measure, but some evidence of improvement may be found
in the increasing number of students of all ages who attend
the Community Concerts here in Southbridge. They attend on
their own tickets as well as on tickets supplied by the Rotarians
and other public spirited citizens. Three full bus loads in-
stead of two (as of last year) attended the Young People's Con-
cert of the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra during Worces-
ter's festival week in October. These increases are reported
as indications of youthful enthusiasms along cultural lines.
Respectfully submitted,
ELEANOR S. VAN ETTEN,
Director of Music
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REPORT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
In accordance with your request, I herewith submit my
report covering the playgrounds for the year 1948.
The season ran from July 12 through August 20, a period
of six weeks. The activities were conducted at the following
schools : Charlton Street, Eastford Road, River Street, and
West Street. Special events were held at the Town swimming
pool and at Dresser Street field.
PERSONNEL
General
Director : Harry J. McMahon
Supervisor, in Charge of Physical Education : Lewis Kyrios
Payroll : Miss Elsie Hofstra
Charlton Street Playgrounds
Supervisor: Mrs. Charlotte Henderson
Senior Assistant : Mrs. Helen Golden
Junior Assistants : Helen Boucher, George Perikli, Ray-
mond Marino
Eastford Road Playgrounds
Supervisor : Mrs. Cathryn Maxwell
Senior Assistant : Mr. Armand Deblois
Junior Assistants : Nancy Deignan, Harold Peterson
River Street Playgrounds
Supervisor : Mrs. Clara Reed
Senior Assistant : Miss Josette Maynard
Junior Assistants : Mary Moriarty, Edward Voloka
West Street Playgrounds
Supervisor: Mrs. Celestine Sweet
Junior Assistants : Claire LaPorce, Betty Lou Hart, Philias
Caron, Jr.
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ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE
This year's enrollment decreased slightly from 1,399 in 1947
to 1,361 in 1948. However, this was offset by a larger average
daily attendance, with the percentage of attendan<3e showing
an increase and the attendance for a single day showing an in-
crease.
Total enrollment
Average daily attendance
Average percentage of attendance
Largest daily attendance
PUBLIC INTEREST
The interest of the townspeople Avas maintained by the
complete coverage given to all activities by the local and county
newspapers. The results of contests w^ere published at once
with standings in all sports published once each week. Pic-
tures of special activities were printed at frequent intervals.
The crafts exhibit exceeded anything of its kind previously
shown in town. It filled two large windows of a mid-town
mer-chant's store W'here it was on display for the better part of
the final week of the playground season.
MEETINGS
Each week the supervisors met with the director to plan
the work of the week, to discuss any problem or difficulty that
may have arisen the previous week. These meetings proved
helpful to all.
ACTIVITIES
The activities were many and varied. For the purpose
of this report, they were classified as regular and special.
The regular activities consisted of the usual intra-play-
ground sports and games, such as zell-ball, basketball, softball,
badminton, volleyball, table tennis, horseshoes, croquet, etc.
To augment this program, there was the inter-playground sched-
ules in most of the above activities to accommodate boys and
girls of two age levels, the senior group and the midget group.
The senior group consisted of those between 12 years and 16
1361
624
45.8
810
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years. The midget group consisted of those under 9 years of
age.
The special activities consisted of a swimming meet held
at Town swimming pool, a track meet held at Dresser Street
field. In order to avoid the possibility of accidents, the very
young were not allowed to participate in these meets, and all
playgrounds remained open to accommodate these. The other
special activities such as the Amateur Show and Crafts Ex-
hibit were open to all regardless of age or size. Actually, in
these projects, the emphasis was on the younger group. Also,
there was considerable time spent teaching these children to
sing simple songs, folk dancing, and story telling.
Whenever possible, the activities were carried on out of
doors in the fresh air and sun. On the few rainy days en-
countered, we took over the "gyms" at the respective schools
and the tenor of the activities was in keeping with the environ-
ment, the special treat on such days being a varied movie" pro-
gram.
PLAYGROUND CHAMPIONS
The championship banner is to remain at Charlton Street
another year; however, it took a real effort before their su-
periority was established. Charlton Street was particularly
strong in track while West Street showed to its best advantage
at swimming. In the other activities, all playgrounds were fairly
matched.
ARTS AND CRAFTS
The culmination of the Arts and Crafts program was the
exhibit held in one of our local stores. Many complimentary
reports were received concerning this work, especially the
feature article that appeared in our local paper.
The following is a list of the finished projects
:
ARTICLES MADE OF ARTICLES MADE OF
WOOD PERCALE MATERIAL
Bead bracelets 22 Aprons 14
Mexican belts 14 Potholders 43
Bead necklaces 21 Stuffed animals 17
ARTICLES MADE FROM COLORED PICTURES
RAG LOOPS Animals, Scenic, Flowers,
Potholders 147 Costumes 640
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ARTICLES MADE OF FELT CORDE ARTICLES
S<iotties 12 Crocheted beanies 3
Beanies 15 Envelope purses 2
Pocketbooks 7 Pouches 6
Pouches 19 Pocketbooks 11
Moccasins (Prs. of) 9 ARTICLES MADE OF
Mittens (Prs. of) 11 WOOL YARN
Pencil cases 8 Doll hats 21
Belts 10 Beanies 14
Coasters 6 Pouches 9
Stuffed animals 21 Dolls 5
Pin cushions 13 ARTICLES MODE OF PLAS-
BASKETS AND REED TIC AND CELLOPHANE
ARTICLES Bracelets 16
Sewing baskets 6 Place mats 14
Pouch baskets 8 Coasters 12
Trays 18 SEWING CARDS
Lemonade sets 7 Animal sewing cards 38
WAFFLE MATS (with shoe laces)
Silkateen (small) 73 Punched cards 726
Yarn (large) 14 ARTICLES MADE WITH
Yarn (small) 33 SHOE BUTTONS
ARTICLES MADE OF Bracelets 65
LEATHER Necklaces 48
Wallets 8 EMBROIDERY
Belts (large) 96 Chair-back sets 16
Belts (small) 105 Child's bibs 2
Suspenders 8 Scarves 14
ARTICLES MADE WITH Pillow Covers 7
INDIAN BEADS Centerpieces 12
Head bands 5 Luncheon sets 9
Necklaces 7 Towels 26
Bracelets 6 Vanity sets 7
Total Number of Articles 2,525
I wish to extend my appreciation to all those who worked
so enthusiastically and loyally to make the playgrounds a
success.
Respectfully submitted,
HARRY J. McMAHON
Director of Summer Playgrounds
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REPORT OF THE
ADULT EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
To the Superintendent of S<ihools
:
The Adult Education Division of the Southbridge School
Department, following through with the ideal of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Education, continues in its endeavor to
provide the courses that satisfy the needs and demands of the
community.
In answer to a written request, a course in Oral English,
Eeading, and Spelling was started in the late afternoon for a
number of adults who. because of night work, could not at-
tend evening classes. The School Department realizes that,
when people ask for a course, there is bound to be interest and
continued attendance.
This year, like the last, the Evening English Classes in-
clude a great number of Repatriates who have returned to this
country after spending several years abroad. Many of their
children, now adults, have come with them, knowing nothing of
the language but whose citizenship has been derived from their
parents. It is interesting to note that some of these children
have been recently inducted into the United States Military
Services and are very thankful for the ability gained in un-
derstanding, as well as the fluency acquired in reading and
writing the English language.
The Advanced English Class includes those whose educa-
tion was spotty when young and wish improvement, or who
have advanced from one class to another in the Evening School.
The Citizenship Class prepares many for American Citi-
zenship and includes the study of American History and Gov-
ernment.
Some, unable to attend school, take the Home Study Course
and the Director corrects, plans, and instructs these people by
personal conta-ct such as home or office visits.
ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 75
The many details entailed in filing an application for citi-
zenship are also handled by the Adult Education Department.
These often include search of Probate Court Records, corres-
pondence with clerks of County Courts, lawyers anywhere in
the United States, Clergymen of different denominations,
school records the country over, the Alien Registration Records,
the United States Department of Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion, steamship lines, and even police departments everywhere.
Because of help and cooperation given at all times by other
lo-cal Town Departments, the School Department was pleased
at the opportunity to again hold a class in Civil Service for
those preparing to take the Police Exams.
At all times, the Adult Education Division of the School
Department will strive to meet adequately the demands of the
Town of Southbridge.
Respectfully submitted,
CONSTANCE M. L'ECUYER, Director
Adult Education Department
76 TOWN OP SOUTHBRIDGE
REPORT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
AND EVENING VOCATIONAL CLASSES
To the Superintendent of Schools:
Classes in evening vocational subjects were offered again
this year and proved to be very v^ell attended. The following
vocational classes were started this past September:
Dressmaking—two classes
Advanced Dressmaking—two classes
Elementary Sewing—one class
Cooking—one class
University Extension classes were offered in the commer-
cial field. Classes in Business English, Elementary Stenog-
raphy, and Elementary Typewriting proved to have the greatest
demand. Mathematics, for veterans only, was offered during
the early months of 1948.
All these classes were conducted under the supervision of
the State Department of Education and were instructed by
accredited teachers.
Other classes in the vocational or commercial fields will be
started when the demand for them is sufficient to form such
classes.
Respectfully submitted,
JAMES M. ROBERTSON,
Director of University Extension
and Evening Vocational Classes.
